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B. S. BAIES : S~ 1951-1976 

At the end of the week when this magazine was sent to the printers 
the sad news arrived of the death of Mr. B! S._ Bates, after a mercifully 
short illness, on Sunday, 24th April. 

'George' , as he became affectionately known to everyone connected 
with Shaftesbury Grammar School, was born'in Somerset and educated at 
Taunt-on School and Br"istol University, where he studied Classics, 
captained the Rugby XV and was President of the Student Union. His 
first teaching post was at Tynemouth School and there he made 
friendships that lasted his life-time. Whi'le in the north, before the 
war, he played first class club rugby for Percy Park and he was selected 
for the Northumberland Cou'nty side. 

In 1951, Mr. R. B. Minchin appointed IGeorge' to teach Latin here 
at the Grammar School and to be senior resident master in the. boarding 
house. Latin is a difficult subject to teach and keep boys' interest 
sustained but 'George' used skill, good humour and enthusiasm in the 
class room to impart his love of words and their meanings as well as 
Latin grammar to his pupils. His contributions to School life outside 
the classroom, to rugby, to cricket and to various clubs are recognized 
elsewhere in this magazine and will be remembered gratefully by numerous 
Old Boys. For twenty-fiv~ years he faithfully served three headmasters, 
influenced beneficially several generations of boys and worked in 
harmony with the members of the staff, both teaching and domestic, who 
all valued his friendship. 

The funeral service in Taunton was attended by his family, his many 
friends and former colleagues, including the Commanding Officer of the 

-Anti-Tank Battery, Royal Artillery, in which 'George' served during the 
war, taking part in all the campaigns from Normandy to Holland, where he 
_was wounded. Mention was made, in the moving tribute to him, of his 
loyalty and courage and of the great quality he possessed for knowing 
t~e men, their fam~liesJ their hopes, their fears, better than any other 
officer in the Battery. 

'George' Bates was a man of the highest integrity_ Duty and 
sincerity were the foundations of his life and character, but his 
personality was suffused with a wonderful sense of humour and he had an 
infinite capacity for friendship_ He was a fine schoolmaster, who will 
be remembered with affection by his former colleagues and by a large 
number of Old Boys. We all mourn his passing and extend to his family 
our deep sympathy. 

F.e.H. 
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EDITORIAL 

liThe Shastonlan" has never been a very grand school magazine. It 
has flirted with literary contributions and art work when funds have 
permitted; but its limited purpose has been to give a brief account of 
the School's affairs during the previous twelve months or 80, in the 
'Words of staff, Old Boys and pupils. 

If anyone will value liThe Shastonlan", it will be because of its 
record of the past. Reading previous issues Is one way to be reminded 
of people and_events that have" sripped out of one's memory. For that 
reason r- _h~pe that our collection of bound volumes of liThe Shastonlan", 
brought up -to d~te, will find a place in the new Shaftesbury School 
Library. ~~ 

This final edition records as much as possible of the last two 
years of Shaftesbury Grammar Schooi's existence. Also, it tries through 
the jottings- of staff and Old Boys, ancient and more recent, to give 
som~ flavour of what S.G.S. has meant to so many people. 

Even If nostalgia Is not to your taste, remember Confucius: UStudy the 
past, if you would divine the future".-

P.J.R. 

IIEAIlHASTER'S NOTES 

(During Autumn 1982/Spring 1983, Mr. Hopton has been Headmaster while 
Mr. de Groot has been involved with the re-orga~isation programme) 

This academic year 1982-1983 is a year of IIlast events". The last 
rugby season for Shaftesbury Grammar School;' the las't -joint caroL 
service with the High School; the last cross country race; the last 
soccer and cricket seasons; the last issue of The Shastonian; the last 
summer examinations; the last reports - and then, on 22nd July 1983, the 
last breaking-up service in the School Chapel., . 

There will be other rugby, soccer and cricket seasons, other 
examinations and reports, other breaking-up services, but not for 
Shaf~esbury Grammar School. An era is coming to an end. 

To live in such a period of "last events" stirs the memories of all 
that great company of' Shastonians" - staff, former staff, boys, Old 
Boys. Mr.,L. J. Cole's- and Mr. G. Scalbert l s memories go back to 1927 
and 1928, when these two former members of staff we"re first appointed. 
In those days Dr. Tovey was Headmaster and cricket was king, as 'it 
continued to be in the Headmastership of Bob Minchin. What memories Len 
Cole and Geoff Scalbert have, along with several generations of Old 
Boys, of fixtures at home and away, of cricket tours by a staff and boys 
XI durin-g the summer holidays; memories of the d~y Bob Minchin made a 
double century on the School Field; the centuries scored by Ch~is Janes, 
Robert Barnes, Jose Romanillos, Phi lip Calco~t; and the day Mike 
Doggrell took 4 wickets in 4 balls; and, more recently, the day Justin 
Macassey, closed the Old Boys' innings with a hat trick. 
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George Bates and I arrived together in Sha~t~sbury In September 
1.951 and it was qeorge who revived .:Rugby in t~e School. .,Th~ .first 
pitches were on a field ·t.Lthe right of the' Salisbury Road beyond the 
Half Moon Inn~ Bunny B8yllss brought down froID. Ashmore, on top of his 
Aust.in 7 car, young fir trees cut out of the wooods and these were our ' 
first rugby posts~ The School has -produced a Cambridge IIbluell

, Tony 
, R~dgers, who also represented England ~a 'an under-23 Intern~tional, but 
it liaa also produced many players over the years who have represented 
the · Count~ and , the South 'of' England, besides countless numbers of c~ub 

.players who have all enjoyed their rugby and who are all aware of the 
debt of grati,tude they owe to the efforts of· the staff 'who taught them 
the game. George Bates and Brian Brooks stand pre-eminent in the list, 
but in addition Peter navey" Da-vid Payne, Hike' Webber, Peter Nicolson, 
Ph!l Jacque~, Peter Fay, Andrew Nunn, Wl1l1am Ridding, Cliv,e Gregory. 
Some of these members of staff and former members of staff have "served 
the ' game of Rugby In Shaftesbury Grammar School for m~re than t~enty 
years, s'ome only" for a few years, but a!l gave their time and energy to 
pass on their ~kilIS. 

Soccer has its memories too for Old Boys and for the staf£who 
organised the Club games, refereed the f1xt~res an4 coached many boys to 
win places in CountY·· XI'a. Len Cole, Tony Willi~ms and, for the last 20 
ye~rs, Hike Webber are the names to, be remembe,red In the history of 
socc"er a't 'the ,GraUmu~r ~chool. 

Athle~ics as a sport has aeveloped greatly since 1960 through the 
efforts of Brian Brooks and, latterly, of Peter Fay. There have 
been memorable Sports Days in brilliant sunshine and, others on cold, 
sho'wery days, but the Sports Day itself is merely the tip of ,the iceberg 
of ' athletic 'activity in the Summer Term. BilaD Brooks began and Peter 
Pay has continued the practice of giving every boy in' the Sch.ool the 
oppor"tunlty of competing In heats and winning awards given by the A.A.A.. 
for achievements In various events. " So the actual Spo"rts Day is really 
the ~ul~in,at!on of a long season of heats an4 training. 

For a few the dedication to athletics has resulted in high achieve­
ments. R~C.B. Robinson w~n a !lha"lf blue" at Cambridge; "Karl Lawton 
became an interna"tional long distance walker; several' boys have ·become 
Dorset 'School's champion~ in their events and a few have won their way 
to the All-Eng,land Championships - for example, Davld Marsh, Max 
Robertson and Stephen ~o~d, and eregory Shaw, who has run in the All 
England Cross Country Championships • 

It has for long been the-aim of the sp'orts staff 'to ensure, that 
every boy in the Schoo~ learns how to swim and many Old' Boys wlll ~ re~all 
the "iCY waters of the Sha.ftes~ury Swimming Bath when it had' been freshly 
filled or, 'alternatively, the tepid, green waters when it \.Ias overdue. 
for refilling; But in recent years swimming has. been transferred to the 
Gl11~ngham pool or ' to another' priva'tely ' o~ned ': "ut heated, bath in 
Shaftesbury. Then ove~ and abov~ this many boys have been coached 
further to- ta_ke the A.S.A. Personal Survival awards and the Roya~ Life 
Saving Society Bronze Medallion. 

There will be many memories too of School dramatic productions and 
wha t a variety 'there has been I Geoff Scalb~r~ for many years produced 
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farces and comed~es to be followed as a pt;oducer by· Norman Wesco~t, an 
Old Boy, until Brian Brooks began his long term as producer of a 
diff~rent sort at play: The Government Inspector, !!!!!. for .!.!.! 
Seasons! The Roses of' Exam! London Assurance!. -The Captain .£!" 
Kopenick and Wild _~. 

And then there were the three phases of Gilbert and Sullivan 
productions, which brought so much pleasure: the first with Go-rdon 
~artless, music ~as,ter in ,the 1950's, putting on The p'irates' of Penzance, 
'The Gondoliers and The Mikado; followed in the 1960's by George Sutton 
with The Pirates of penz~Nick Hancock and Bria~ Brooks with ~ 
Pinafore;, ,and then Roger Wickson and Alan Gardner with The Mikado and 
IolantheF<i~ the 197_0's. One feature of these productions should be 
noted., Until 1969 School plays and operas were always cast entirely by 
'boy~ but' 'fo-r H.M.S. Pinafore the High S-chool provided girls for the 
lead~ng roles although the choru~ of cousins and aunts-still consisted 
of junior bpys. This co-operation w;th the Hig~ Scnool has been 
extended in drama and music and widened yet again to include Christy's 
School as well, because Roger Wickson's Gilbert arid Sullivan productions 
involved the staffs and pupils of all three secondary schools in 
Shaftesb~ry. 

The Cadet Corps was a very important part of Grammar School life 
from f915 until it was "axed" by the Government in 1.964. In pre-war 
days the Grammar" School Corps won the King's Shield for miniature 
shooting in 1938 and then in 1946 and 1948 won the Watts Bowl at Bisley 
for full-bore shooting in open competition with all cadet forces in the 
country. Generations of Old Boys wilf remember GeJtcral Inspections on 
the School Field and have m~mories of Cadet Force summer camps and the 
Band. Who was it i-n the 1950's who composed a jazzy ,bugle call rag for 
the Corps to march to and" 50 livened up a Mayor's Sunday parade in 
Shaftesbury? and is it true that the mace was 'once dropped in the High 
.Street by an ambitious Drum Major? Old Boys will be conscious of the 
years of service to the Corps by Major W.- Ramshaw until- 1939" and Colonel 
L.P.V. Veale until 1964, with th~ assistance of Graham Johnstone, Graham 
Hough and Mike Webber during the last ten years_ of the Corps' existence._ 

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme was introduced into the School 
in part to fill the gap ~left by the ending of the Corps. ~Hike Webber 
worked' tirelessly for the Scheme within the Schoo~ and within North, 
Dorset as the Arelt Secretary. C 

Games, drama, the Corps and the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
amount to the principal features of social life outSide the class room 
"but there have al'-1ays been other activi'ties which have flourished: 
tabl'c tenniS, squash, angling, tennis; at one time there was a Young 
Farmers' Club; a Debating Society, which has been transformed into a VI 
Form Discussion Group; a Modelling Club, a War Games Cl,ub '- lately 
rev~ved; a Bridge Club, a Chess Club and in t1!e last ten years there 
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have been skiing holidays and exchange visits to Brionne", There have 
been a Sub~uteo Club, a N~tural HistorY 'C~ub, a Hake~up Club; th~re was 
George Bates·s Junior Debating Society which ~et regularly on Friday 
evenings and his Gardening Club; the Film Club, the Railyay Society, 
various School ·pop· groups; the Stamp Club, the Aquarium Club, Judo, 
Darts, .Road Safety Competitions, Rotary Public Speaking ~mpetitions. 

Old Boys will have happy meaories of all these as well a8 memories 
of footpath clearing and the restoration of St. John's Churchyard under 
the leadership of Mr. Simmonds. badger watching with Hr. Rolfe and 
angling holidays with him in Ireland and at Throop, singing Evensong in 

'Salisbury and Exeter Cathedrals, visits to London and more than one 
hundred theatre visits in the last twenty years. 

However, it is as an academic institution that the Grammar School 
will also be judged and remembered. It would , be a satisfying, and I 
think, probably a flattering exercise to go through the records of 
performances in public examinations iD; order to provide statistics of 
achievement in both A. and O. level since 1951, when the present G.C.E. 
examination system was introduced, but time is too short for such a long 

.piece of research. Yet a merely cursory comparison shows a great in­
crease in toe number of boys in the VI th Form, and of course successes 
at A. level do rest upon worthwhile successes at o. level. In 1953 six 
boys took A. level examinations, in 1955, tenj in 1959, fifteen; in 1964, 
seventeen; In 1972, thirty; In 1976, twenty one; in 1982, thirty one. 

At this juncture I should like to pay tribute to the unfailing help 
snd co-operation of the High Schooi, because for many years now A. level 
~eaching has been shared between the staffs of the two ·schools. The 
Vlth Formers have had the disadvantage _of doipg most of the walking 
between the schools for lessons (often, it seems, in wet weather), but 
·the over-all advantag~s have prove-d benef'lcial 'to everyone concerned. 

The number of Vlth Form boys going on to UniVersities and 
PolytechnIcs has increased in proportion with th'e number of A level 
candidates and it i~cludes a very respectable list of Oxford and 
Cambridge entrants and~ indeed, a~~rd winners. 

But it would be a mistake to judge the success of a School solely 
on the number of university entrances. Many successful A. level candi­
dates prefer to enter the Army, the R.A.F., the R.N., or one of the 
professions, rather than go straight from school. to Higher Education. 
And· we have had hundreds of Old Boys who left straightaway after taking 
o levels and who ha've gone on to make successful careers in commerce, 
engineertng, faralng, banking, insurance, the pol~ce force, the merchant 
navy, or who have in fact s~arted their own busin~sses. 

Each boy has ~ade hiB. contribution, large or small, to th~ life of 
the School and all are remembered as members of the great company of 
Shastonians; for the Headmasters a~d staff' everybody counted 
individually as in a family. This is my abiding impression of 
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Shaftesbury Grammar School. The family spirit explains in part the 
loyalty and affection of our Qld Boys for the School and the success of 
their Club with its membership of over 900. 

"The old order changeth yielding place to new"; that is the 
condition of 'human existence. The original Blue Coat School of William 
Lush's foundation in 1718 was re-moulded into the G"rammar School, in new 
buildings, on a new site. Now the Grammar School is to be part of a 
reorganisation which will create Shaftesbury School. In time this new 
school will establish its own patterns of excellence and its own 
traditions. It will engender loyalty and affection among former pupils 
to match that existing for the old Grammar School. 

'"'The old order changech, yielding place to new, 
And God fulfills himself in many ways, 
Lest ~ne goo~ custom should corrupt the world." 

STAFF NIJIES 

F.C.H. 

The" end of the year will bring many changes, welcome and unwelcome, 
and these notes are inevitably flavou~ed by that 'pr"ospect. 

Mr. John Stateczny - for several weeks known as "Mr. ManU - has 
replaced Mrs. Dyson, teaching History and English. Not only has he been 
a tower of strength in the boarding house, "sadly understaffed after Mr .. 
Prot~eroe escaped into "civvy streetlf

; he has also acted as tutor and 
'Director of Studies for three Christy's girls who stayed on there for a 
sixth year and who have been taught partly here, partly at Christy's and 
partly at the High School.. We hope the experience will have benefited 
them and helped Mr. Stateczny to a rewarding post after his year here. 

Meanwhile, the rest of us await the future with a mixture of 
emotions. We do our, best to make sure that those who are our pupils are 
now as stretched and challenged academically as they have always been. 
At the same time we are preparing for the tasks awaiting us in a few 
months' time: courses demand our attention-and old ideas must give way 
to new .. 

Neither Mr .. protheroe nor M. Re"naudo will be with us in the Upper 
School, though the latter will not" be ~ar away, in charge of French at 
the new Middle School. Both have made important contributions to 
Shaftesbury Grammar School, Mr. Protheroe in the Chapel and boarding 
house "and M. Renaudo in ~he teaching of his own language and the large 
part he has played in School journeys abroad .. 

Three other very familiar faces will certainly be absent from the 
new style staff conferences in the"Upper School: Brian Brooks·, ItDoc" 
Strawbridge's and Frank Hopton's. 
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Sadly,mis~ed Will be'the drive and.commitment of Brian Brooks, a man 
generous beyond measur~ with his' help an4 energy. Generations of 
actors, rugby players and mathematicians will remember him, and his 
colleagues will miss his unselfish enthusiasm. "Doc" Strawbridgets 
departure will rob the School of a unique character. A man of 
impressive academic qualification, he has worn his learning lightly. 
Not only has he inspired the admiration and gratitude of many budding 
physicists. He has affected us all by his Dorset wisdom; his outbursts 
against folly, inefficiency' and hypocrisy in polities and education; his 
devotion to the job he came to relatively late in life; his whole­
hearted .enjoyment of a good joke. May he lead the laughter ·in many a 
School Play audience for many years to come I 

Lastly, Frank Hopton. After twenty years of his company I cannot 
imagine the School without him, but it is an idea we all will have to 
get used to. Frank has done much, much more' than teach History, though 
that he has done\supremely well. Much of the burden of running the 
School during Mr. Crowther1s illness fell upon Prank's shoulders; he was 
very much the mentor during Mr. Wickson's years here; and this year he 
has acted as Headmaster while Mr. de Groat has been so fully involved in 
the establishment of the new school. I suspect that he would not have 
been unhappy to have taught History in his, uniqui way until the end of 
his career, but he has risen to all the new challenges of his senior 
posts in a. way that perhaps no-one else could have don-e. His 
conscientiousness, tolerance, good humour, modesty and wisdom have been 
an: inspiration to us all. Pupils -and ex-pupils a1way.s talk of him w~th 
admiration.anq affection, remembering his love of learning and the 
anecdotal lessons which showed him to be no narrow-minded pedant. His 
colleagues know hi~ to have be'en a professional in the best sense o-f the 
word - and -a good f~iend t~ us all. 

P.J.R. 

IIRAD BOY'S IIOtES 

This year has been an , interesting one for me as Head of School. It 
has be'en a difficult period as we move towards re-organisation. The 
change has been"pendin"g for some years; now' it has finally arrived. 
There has been a conscious effort by all concerned to make tliis .last 
year as a grammar school a memorable one. . 

The beg1nning of the year was notable for the popular decision to 
make:Mr. Hopton'Acting ~eadmaster .for at least two terms. W~ all owe a 
great debt to Jlim •. 

So fa,r there have been, no catastrophes, though the tree falling on 
the third form room came close to being one. The prefects' have worked 
well to mainta1n the often unnoticed, efficiency, of the School - 'other 
sixth formers, too, have contributed by helpin'g with Chapel readings and 
other duties. 
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The Old _Boys' Annual Dinner was very well attended this year and we 
were not disappointed by either the Grosvenor's hospitality or the 
speeches; Mr. Cordery. Mr. Bates and Mr. Hopton all entertained us with 
their reminiscences and seemed optimistic about the future. 

My career at the Grammar Schoo.l has been both varied and enjoyable. 
At first the days plodded by; now suddenly A.Levels are upon me. 

This year marks the end of one era and tne start of another. It 
will b.e a valuable experience for ,those wh-o can compare the'two. But 
whatever the situation we find ourselves in,"Orandum est ut sit mens 
sana in corpore sano. 1I 

J. Cox 

BRIAN CROlITBKB. HEADHASIER· 1958 ~ 1977 

The sad news arrived in the last week of the summer term of the 
death of Brian Crowther. He had been Headmaster for not quite twenty 
years, during which time his foresight brought about many changes 'in the 
School to improve every aspect of life here: two new Chemistry 
laboratories, one for A. level teaching, and a Chemistry preparation 
room were 'built; the old Fives Courts were,converted into Squash Courts; 
a new Library was created out of the old one; the former St. Rumbold's 
Church was acquired to become the School Chapel; the former Church Hall 
was converted into a'Biology Laboratory; five day rooms were established 
for boarders and some studies for senior boys; a new toilet bl"ock was­
built to replace the 19th Cent.~ry sani'tary arrangement.s which 'were 
previously in use. He foundec;l the Parents' Association, and he always 
maintained the happiest of relations with the Old Boys· Club. -

Brian Crowther was a Headmaster who aimed at high academic 
standards and during his headmastership the size of the Vlth Form and 
the number of university and college entrances increased dramatically. 
lle was a Headmaster of rare sympathy, always actively conc.erned f.or his 
boys and his staff. In time-s of personal difficulty, s_uch as 
bereavement or family illness, both he and -Mrs. Crowther were a .source 
of strength and practical help, for which many of us have been grateful, 

'and he was a man of great courage, who resolutely undertook his duties 
during the continuing ill health he endured in his~last few years>before 
retirement. 

A memorial service was held in the School Chapel on 'Sunday 26th 
September, attended by a congregation of over 130, made up of gov~rnors, 
staff, domestic staff, Old Boys, parents and former parents. 

A most graceful and sincere tribute by Canon R. G. Chaffey Moore 
expressed for us all our sense of loss. The great company of 
Shastonians everywhere unite in extending condolen'ces to Mrs. Crowther. 

F.C.H. 
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w. D. DALrBY 

MrB~ Doreen Daltry took up her duties as ' School Secretary in 
September 1956, but now, Mrs. Itn", or liD'! as she is affectlonat'ely known 
~to. so many, will be retiring in July 1983 after twe-nty-seven years of 
.devoted 8e~lce to the Grammar School. 

»ut Mrs. Daltry did. not just serve an institution; she helped 
people. Over the yeat's she -helped four Headmasters, all the staff, 
hundreds of boys, the governors during the time she was their secretary, 
and the parents - and she helped uS all, not just 'occasionally but day 
in, day out, always calm, always friendly, always willing. Nothing has 
ever been too much trouble for "DU. She has never said "Noli, "to any 
requests for her help, even when the requests were made at moments 
inconvenient to herself. If Mrs. "D" was interrupted by ~he phone or by 
a knock at the door when she ·was .adding a c~lumn of figures, she never 
showed impatience, let alone annoyance. Sne dealt with the request and 
.then returned to her accounts. 

For Mrs. Daltry has been in ef~ect far more than a School 
Secretary: she has been the bursar, dealing' with the financial s~de of, 
School life, as .well 8S being the typist and the adminis'trative' 
assist~nt who dealt with the Count~ and the G.e.E. entries. ' 

Hrs. Daltry will be greatly missed and I venture to predic~ that in 
future it will take two people ; 1f not three, to perform the work she 
has done so adairably for 80 many years. I know she is taking with her 
into retirement many happy memories of life at Shaftesbury Grammar 
School - along with the gratitude of staff, boys, parents and governors 
and our combined good wishes for her future happiness. 

F.C.H. 
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Prefects: 

Cor1nthiatis 

J. Beale 
G. Hunt 
H. Baronne 
P. Brine 
P. Cadmore 
J. Cosling 
G. Pitman 
T. Sawtell 

J. Cash 

J. Barrett 

J. M. Brett 

J. D. Cash 

H. Cross 

T. R. C1.ll:ltlins 
A.R.Cunnlnghal:l 

B. C. Davison 

f.. Do,well 

J. S. Elsworth 

L. J. Fanner 

D. A. Fell 

A. J. Fox 

R Freasanges 

D. Hiacocle. 

SALV&TE !! ~ 

AUTUMN TERM, 1981 

J.H. Brett (Head of School); M. Sutton (Hcad Boarder); 
B. Davison, A. Dowell, D. Hiscock, R. Juett, N.:Pragnell, 
P. Riley, A. Selwood, D. Silver. 

~ Spar tans Tro1ans 

G. Burton ,R. JUBsa S. Hlgso~ 
R. Pitman J. Jussa H. Bacon 
J. Blamey I. Lane I. Axton 
P. Chap::aan D. Haber J. Baron 
R. Eaglestone ' J. Moore D. Brock 
I. Cirl1ng E. Shute A. Pocock 
C. CoodI:tan H. Sturgcss A. Pyrke 
T. Whitfeld C. Wareham S. Randall 

S. Brown D. Westley 

~ Captains 

N. Pragnell L. Symons M. Sutton 

SUMMER TERM, 1982 

U.VI Science Entered Autuan Te~ 1974. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. 

U.VI Science- Entered Autumn Tera 1979. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. Head of School. 

U.VI Arts Entered Aut~n Tera 1975. o. -Level 1980. 

U.VI Arts 

U.VI Arts 
U. VI Science 

U.VI Arts 

U.VI Science 

U.VI Arts 

U.VI Science 

U.VI Science 

U.VI Science 

U.VI Arta 

U.VI Science 

A. Level 1982. Corinthians' House 
Captain. House Colours. Rugby 1980,1981. 
Football"1980, 1981, 1982. Captain. 
Cricket 1981. 1982. 
Entered Autumn Te~ 1975. o. Level 1~80. 
A. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Te~ 1980. A. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Te~ 1975. O. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. House Colours. Rugby 1981. 
Entered Autumn Term. 1976. o. Level 1980. 
A. Lkvel 1982. House Colours. Prefect. 
Entered Sum:er Te~ 1977. o. Level. 
A. Level 1982. Prefect. 
Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. • 
Entered Spring Term 1978. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. Rughy 1980, 1981. 
Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level ,(980. 

A. Level 1982. " 
Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. House Colours. prefect. 
Rugby 1981. 
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li.. A. Juett 

P. M. Kitching 

c. J. 1.l;aing 

U.VI Science Entered Spring"Terc 1978.0 "Level 1980. 
A. Lev'el 1982. prefect. 

U.VI Arts Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. 

U.VI Arts Ent'ered Aut1ll:l.n Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. Rugby 1980, 1981: Captain 
1981. Footbal~ 1980, 1981, ~982. 

R. Letts U.VI Arts Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. ,Level 1982. 

W. M. Lundqvist U.VI Science Entered Spring Te~ 1977. O. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. Rugby 1981. F-ootball 1979, 
1980," 1981, 1982. Cricket 1982. 

D. J. Marsh U.VI Science Entered Autumn Term 1975. O •. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. Rugby 1980. '1981. Football 
1980, ·1981, 1982. Cricket 1981.North Dorset 
All~England Athlete •• 

D. P. Marshall U.VI Science Entered Autumn Term 1975. O. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. 

S. A. Maclaren U.VI Science Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. 

J. Perry U.VI Science Entered Autumn Term. 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. House Colours. Rugby 1981. 
Fo'otball 1982. 

N.D. praguell U.VI Arts Entered Autumn Te~ 1975. o. Level 1980. 

P. Riley U.VI Arts 

M.W. Robinson U.VI Science 

G. Sage U.VI Science 

A. ·Se.lwQod U.Vl Science 

D. Silvey U.VI Science 

M.A. Sutton U.VI Arts 

L. Sy=ons U.VI Arts 

w. L. Gay Lr. VI Arts 
M. S. Greenhall LT. VI Arts, 
S. Humberstone LT. VI Arts 
A. J. Sq~ire LT. VI Arts 
R. Avery VA 
R. M. Axton VA 
S. T., Brad1ey VA 
M. A. Brine VA 
P. D. Clarke VA 
A. s. Jones VA 
H. D. KeIson VA 
k. Lanha-m VA 
L. Rocanillos VA 

A. Level 1982. Rocans' House Captain. 
House Colours. Prefect. Rugby '1980, 1981. 
1982. 
Entered Autumn Tem 1975. o. Level ,,1980. 
A. Level 1982. Prefect. 
Entered Autumn Term. 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level- 1982. 

'Entered Autumn Term. 1975. 0., Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A •• Level 1982. Prefect. Rugb'y 1981. 
Entered Autumn Term. 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982~ Prefect. 
Entered Autumn Term 1976. O.Level 1980. 
A.Level 1982. Head Boarder. Trojans' 
House Captain. House Colours. Rugby 1981. 
Football 1981, 1982, Cricket 1982. 
Tennis. -

Entered Autucn Term 1975. o. Level 1980. 
A. Level 1982. Spartans' House Captain. 
House Colours. Rugby 1979,1980, 1981. 
Football 1981. ' 
Entered Autumn Term 1978. o~ Level 1981. 
Entered. Autumn -, Term 1976. o. Level 1981. 
Entered Autumn Tem 1976. o. Level 1981. 
Entered Autumn Term 1976. o. Level 1981. 
Entered.Autumn TerQ 1978. o. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn·Term 1977 • o. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1977. 0., Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
Entered Autumn Tem 1977. o. Level 1982. 

-Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
Football 1982. Cricket 1980, 1981, 1982. 
Dorset Cricket. 
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M. G. Drake VB Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
M. 'G. Duckworth VB Entered Autucn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
K.D.Eaglestone VB Entered Autumn Term 1978. 0, Level 1982. 
K. D., GoodQan VB Entered Autucn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
P. Harding VB Entered Autumn Term 1979. O. Level 1982. 
A. J .. Bunt VB Entered Autumn Term 1977. O. Level 1982. 

-M. Ritchie VB Entered Autumn Term~1978 .. 0 .. Level 1982. 
K .. Sjmons VB Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
R.. Tho;m.pson VB Entered Autumn Term 1980. o. Level 1982. 
K. Wall. VB Entered' Autumn Term 1979. o. Level 1982. 

Cricket 1982. 
D. Walker VB Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982 

<Rugby 1981. Football 1982 .• Cricket 1982~ 
North Dorset Rugby. 

R. P1tclan IIIA Entered Autumn Term 198i. 
I. M. Morris IIA Entered Autumn Term 1982 
H. J. Barley IIB Entered Autumn Term 1980. 
J. Blacey I Entered Autumn Term 1981. 
D. cMaber I Entered Autumn Te~ 1981. 

AUnJHN ,TERM, 1982 

Prefects: 'J.R.D. Cox (Head of -School); S.J. Lancaster (Senior Boarder); 
A.~~ E11en, P.E.Johnson, J.D. Lipscombe, D.J. Thrussell., W.J.D.Woodrow. 

'Salvete 

COr!nthians Romans 'Spartans Tro1ana 
J.Mc.Gowan A.Gray N.Jac.obs J_. Thompson 
M. R11ey G.Smart J.Brice I. Brown 
Joo, Veysey M.Smart JooSavory C.Pa1mer 

JooWeeks T~Morgan A. Brown RooMullina 
c. Hewltson H.Wareham J .Birch DooKosa 
N. Crane J. Flateau M. Miller A. Brock 
R. Gwilllm. R.Chillc.ott K. Jacobs T. PhUl1ps 
,D. Dunn A. Clapson D. lIorn L.Co1dsmlth 
H. Keenan o. Ward N. young R. Fookes 
c. Manderson H. Brunton R. Brooks N. Geddee 

D.Findlay'Wllson 
W. Cr~ok. 

House Captains 

R. Hudd~mer, J. Lipscombe Poo Johnson R. Larcombe 

~. R. 'Calcott Loo VI ,Arts Entered Autumn Term 1977. O. Level 1982. 
-Head Librarian. Rugby 1981. -Football. 1982. 
Cricket 1981, 1982. North Dorset Rugby. 

Hoo A. Cooper L. VI Arts Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. Level 1982. 
K. Fogg L. VI Arts Entered Summer Term 1979~ o. 'Level 1982. 

Cricket 1982. 
P. Stee1e L. VI Arts Entered Autumn Term 1978. o. L'evc1 1982. 
S. C. ThOQ8S Loo VI Arts Entered Autumn Term 1978._ O .. 'Leve1 1982. 
R. li. Will1ams L. VI Arts Entered Autumn Term 1977 .. Ooo Level 1982. 
J. A. Wrench L. VI Arts Entered Autumn Term 1977. o. -Level 1982~ 

Cricket 1982. 

~PRING TERM, 1983 

Salvete 

s. Murphy, S. Flanaganoo 
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G. c. B. RKSULTS 

NOVEMBER 1981 

ORDINARY LEVEL,(Grade·A, B or C) 

The following boys added subjects ~o Certificates alre~dy gained: 
G.R.N.Cooper: f. 1I.L.Gay: ej Pi b. M.S. Greenhall: b. S. J. HU'lllberstone: 
elj h. S. J. Lancaster: g. J •. D. Lipscoebe: p. A. Squire: el, c. 

The following passed in Mathez:!.atics: M.B. Antell; R..M.Axton; S.T. 
BradleYi M.A.Brine; P.D. Clarke; M.A. Cole; T.A. CowleYi C.C. Davidson; 
J.M.Debnam; R.M. Dicks; M.P.Dobbsj J.E. Dobson; R.L. Pawn; A.S.Jones; 
M.D. Kelsonj A.G. Lsnhaej A.R.P. MacDonald; G.T. Needha=-Clarlc.j J.A. 
Plckardj L.M. Romanillosj C.B. Saynor, G. N.Sbaw; I.N.D. Spence; 'R.M. 
Wllliams. ' 

The foll_owiog passed in HUJ:Iao. Bi~logy: M.H.Antell; RoM. Axtooj 
M.A..Cole; T.A. Cowley"; C.C. Davidson; R.M. Dicks; J.E. Dobson; R.L. 
Fawn; J.P. Gonoudej' K.D. Goodmanj A.S. Jones; H~D. Kelson; A.G. Lanhami 
A.RoF. HacDonaldj' G.T .Needham-Clarkei 'J.A. Plckard; LoM. 'Romanillos; 
C.B. Saynorj G.N.Shawi P~J. Steele; K.J. Thomas. 

JUNE 1982 

ADVANCED LEVEL (small letters indicate O. Level~passes)' 

J. Barre.tt: Mj p. J.M. Brett: 'H; PH; P. J.D. Cash: E; Hj, H. 
M. Cross: E; ESi Hj HSi P. T.R. Cunnlngham: Hi Pi C. B.G. Davison: 
hj G; A. A. Dowell: C; Bj BS. J.S. Elsworth: Hj Gi M. L.J. Fanner: g. 
D.A. Fell: gi B. A.J. Pox: E,'G; B; muse R.G. 'pressanges: E; L; H. 
D.R. Hiscocle.: Pi Cj B. R.A. Juett: Mj P; C~ P.H. Kltcbing: H; G; P. 
C.J. Laing: g: R.C. Letts: Ej Hj G. W.L. Lundqv1at: M. S.A. Maclaren: 
Ei Gi b. D.J. Marsh: p; C. D.P. Marshall: gi Hi PM~ J.D. Perry: Ci B. 
N.D. Pragnell: H; G. P.C. Riley: ej Hj F. H.W. Robinson: H; FM; P. 
G.S. Sage: gi H. J.A. Selwood: G; H; P. D.B. Silyey: H; PM. Pi C. 
M.A. Sutton: hi G. L. Symons: ej g • 

.M!. ~ (Grade A, B or C) 

P.R. Collis: adm; adc. G.R.N. Cooper: adc. A.J. Ellen: fes. 
M.S. Greenhsll: fea. LB. Jusss: fes~ J.R., Lane: sdm. RoJ. Larcoo.be: 
adc. S.J. Marks: ado.. M.P. Stevens: adc. P. Virgo: adm. M.J. White: 
a~. W.J.D. Woodrow: adUl; fes. 

ORDINARY LEVEL (Grade A, B or C) 

H.H.Antell: eIit; h; ,g; Pi Cj b. R.J.Avery: el; eIit; epai 0.; hb. 
R.M.Axton:.el; elie; gi fj p. S.T Bradley: el; elit; g; f; p; c. 
M.A. Brine: ell hb. D.H. ,Burd: cl; a. D.L. Burton: el;: hb. J.R. 
Calcott: el; elit; s; a. P.n. Clark: cl; elit; h; g; f; Pi c; b. 
M.A. Cole: cl; elft; h; gi fi Pi b. M.A. Coop~r:' elit; elite 
T.A. Cowley: cl; S, P; Cj b. C.C. Davidson: el; elit; h; gj f; pj c; 
b. J.H. Debnam: el; elit; h; gi f;~ p-; b. R~H. Dicks: cl; elit; h; 
gi ,f; go; _ Pi b. M.P. Dobbs:~ cl; cUt; h; gi cpai Pi b. J.E. Dodson: 
elf elit; b. H.G. Drake: cl; clit; m; hb. H.G. Duckworth: elj f. 
K.D. Eaglestone: cl; elit; 0.. R.L. Fawn: cl; eUti h;. g; f; pj e; b. 
P.J. Field: cl; m; muse K.H. Pogg: cl; elit; epa. J.P. Gonoude: el; 
cUt; gi epai m; b. K.D. Goodl:lan: cl; ,eliti g. P.R. Harding: cl; 
eUt; h; g; epa. A.J. Hunt: cl; elite A.S. Jones: c1i>oel1t; hi S; 
epa; Pi c. R.S.L. Jones: cl; clit; hi g; P; c; b. M.D. Kelson: cl; 
cl~t; hj g; Pi ci b. A.G. Lanhao.: cl; cUt; hi gi epa. 
A.R.F. MacDonald: elf clit; h; g; P; C; b. G.R. Needham-Clark: cl; 
elit; g; f; c; b. J.A. Pickard: cl; elit; hj gi e; fi gn; b. 
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M.S. R1tehic: cl; e11l:. L.M. Roman1ll08: cl; c11t; h; Si f. 
C.B. Saynor: :cli clit; hi S; epa; c; f; b. G.N. Shaw: elf elit; .h; S; 
f; p; ei b. I.N. de A. Spence: el; e11t; h; S; epa; f; p; b. 
P.J. Steelc: cl; D; b. K.J. Thomas: cl; elit; g; Pi c; b. 
R.J. Thompson: el; elite D. Walker: cl; elit; epa. K.A. Wall: elite 
J.A. Wrench: elit; h. J.C. Leach: a. 

NOVIlHBER 1982 

ORDINARY LEVEL (Grade A, B or. C) 

The following boys added subjects to Certificates already gained: 
D.M. Burd: ~ m. R.J. Calcott: epa; m. M.A. Cooper: h;' D; p. R.L. Fawn: 
rs. P.J. Field: elit; h. J. Pickard: rs. C.B. Saynor: rs G.N. Shaw: 
rs. R.H. Williams: elit; hi epa. J.A. Wrench: el; epa; m. 

The following .passed in Math-ematics: P.A. Alford; P.J. ADgeU; 
N. Bidgood; W.E. Blaoey; M.D. Brigg8; G.P. Burton; R.M. Fell; 
C.A. Findlay-Wilsonj M. Foster; E. Harris; Q.D. Hill; J.H. Jussa; 
R.H. Lains; J.C. Leach; D.H. O'Neal; I. Palmer; J.M. perry; 
A.B. Plumbe; A.R. Miller. 

The following passed in Human Biology: G.P. Burton; R.M. Fell; 
C.A. Findlay-Wilson; M. Foster; N.J. Greenhall; E.J. H4rriss; 
P.E. Henstridge; Q.W. Hill; S.L. Jeffery; Re Kerley; I. Kryaztofiak.j 
W.M. Lains; J.C. Leach; D.M.-O'Neal; I.~Palmer; J.M. Perry; 
A.B. Plumb~·; O.P. Spencer. 

ADVANCED LEVEL (scall letters indicate O. Level passes) 

J. S. Elsworth: G; H. D. A. Fell: G. C. J. Laing: hi G. R. C. Letts: 
H; G. S. A. McLaren: G; B. 

~: A. Level subjects 

J. 
J. 
T. 
A. 
B. 
A. 
A. 
D. 
N. 
D. 

AM Applied Machs; B Biology; C Chemistry; E English; 
F French; G Geography; H History; L Latin; M Maths; 
PH Pure Maths; P Physics; S Special paper in indicated 
subject. 

AO. and o. Level subjects 

adc Additi~nal Chemistry; adm Additional Maths; a Art; 
b BiologYi·C Chemistry; el English Language; elit English 
Literature; epa EconomiC and Public Affairs; ~f French; fcs 
Further Engliah Studies; ffs Further Prench Studies; 
g Geography; gmd Geometrical and ·Mechanical Drawing; gn German; 
8P General Paper; h History; hb Hwian Biology; 1 Latin; 
m Mathematics; mus Music; p Phyaics; rs Religious Studies. 

UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE ENTRANCES 

Brett Kent University Maths & Computing 
Cash Plycouth Polytechnic Psychology 
Cumming Middlesex Polytechnic English 
Cunningham Lancsster University Physics 
Davison Southampton College of Higber Educ. Boat yard Management 
Dowell Bangor University Forestry 
Fox University College, London Geography 
Hiscock Liverpool Polytechnic Appl.Biochemistry 
Juett Kent Univers1ty Maths & Co=puting 
Marsh Bourne=outh College of Art Photography 
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J. Perry 
N. Pragael1 
P. Riley 
H. RoblDson 
A. Selwood. 

D. Silver 

D1Gtinctlon: 

Royal Agricultural ~ll. Cireacester 
.King Alfred's College, Winchester 
Ealing folytechnle 
UDlver81~y College, London 
Practical year lu Hiaing then Royal 

Education· 
European Studies 
Architecture 

Ia.pedal College. London H.1aing 
Practical year In Industry then Queen 

$. 
c. 
D. 
D. 

I. 

Hary College, London Mech. Engineering 

~ Mm. DRAMA EXAMINATION 

1962 

Hussey; J. Moore; A. Pocock.; 
Goodman.; P. Chapmanj: G. Hunt. 

Burd; H. SuttOD;: 'H. Bnonnc; 
Habet; D. O'Nea1. 

Glrl1nSi R. Jones. 

PlUm GIVINGS 

There are two 
"The Sh38tonian": 
1962. 

prizo givings to be reported in this last edition of 
those ~f 25th Septcaber 1981 and the 13th October 

At the first, presided over 8S usual by the Ch.irQan of 
Governors, Hr. B.P.ll. Holoes, 'I'D •• HA., Mr. Wickson's successor 8S 

Headmaster, Mr. R. de eroot, outlined his hopes for the new upper 
School. 8is aim was to be at tbe head of a happy school, one ln which 
eac.h individual had the opportunity and encourage",cnt to fulfil hie 
potential In study and actlvity. He hoped there would be tiard work in a 
relaxed environment where staff and pupils could develop mutual respect 
and where parents too would be part of a developing relationship. Youog 
people should leave sc.hool with academic. success and a number of other 
intangible things - like knowing , their own strengths and weakness.s. an 
ability to listen to others' points of view, and a sense of the 
iaportance of the c.o=munity. The new school would have good foundations 
in the three existing secondary 8choolsa 

The prizes, detailed below. were presented by Mr.Colln Howes, who 
stressed io his ~peech how important it 'was in life to seize 
opportunities. 

Por the secood prize giving, Hrs. Baxter took the Chair so that Hr. 
Holaea could become the chief guest. Mra Hopton, acting us Headmaster 
for tbis year whUe Hr. de Groot waa so fully involved with the problecs 
of re-organieation, gave a full report of the paat yearla actiVities, 
outlining academic and games successes and the wider, extra-curricular 
11fe of the School. He velcoced Mr. Stateczuy. who had been appointed 
to teach English and History. Sadly. tbe year had been marred by news 
of the death of Mr. Crowther and Hr. Hopton reported on the cecorial 
service held in the School Chapel. . 

Hr. Hopton vent on to describe the sporting year, with teaa and 
individual achieve::tenta well up to usual standards. Cricket had been 
handicapped because of tbe lack. of a square, 1?ut tennis and athletics 

"had flourished. Out-of-school activities during the year hod included 
ski-ing holidays, trips to London and visits to Brioane and 'Crandcampa 
The School owed a great deal to its very active Parents ASSOCiation, 
which had raised E2,318 since SepteQber 1981 and which 'helped the boys 
in a number of ways. 
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Academic results had been very satisfactory with thirty-one boys 
obtaining sixty-six passes-at A. Level and forty-eight boys averaging 
very nearly six passes at grade C or better at O. Level. Thirty-eight 
out of fifty-six leavers vent on to Further or Higher Education. Only 
five ~f the remainder had not found permanent employment. 

Five Old Boys had obtained First Class Honours during the last two 
years, two others had flown helicopters in the Falklands in 1982 and 
others had been involved in transport ~perations. 

Hr. Hopton concluded by saying that although 1982/83 would be a 
year of last events, all were determined to make it a successful, even a 
triumphal one. 

After presenting the prizes, Mr. Hol=es explained that he had known 
and -been associated _with the School for fifty y~ars. He felt that 
education should ,give young people an.opportunity to co~e to terms with 
their own capabilities. They should learn at school how to make 
rational, unprejudiced judgements, how to avoid being swayed by 
political pressure and mob hysteria. Mr. Crowther had seen that as an 
important objective. Good teachers'needed enthusiasm, leadership and a 
willingness to adapt. If teachers and the pupils' parents worked in 
harmony, all should be well. Individuals and country needed that sense 
of--unity and unselfishness, as the Falklands episode had shown. 

After a vote of thanks had been proposed by the Head Boy, James 
Cox, the proceedings ended. 

I 
IIB 
IIA 
IIlB 
IlIA 
IVB 
IVA 
VB 
VA 
VI Arts 
VII Science 

lIeadmaster's Prize 
Divinity Prize 
O.S. Mathematics Prize 
O.S. History Prize 
O.S. Science Prize 
Macklin English Prize 
Nicolson Engineering 
P.A. Language's Prize 
Minchin Georgraphy Prize 
P.A. Fifth Fore Arts Prize 

P.J.R. 

~. l/lNHERS 

FORM PRIZES, 1980-81 

H. T. G. Birch, R. Cradock 
J. M. Murphy, M. J. Whittingham 
G. E. Shreeves, G. Cradock 
N. Greenhall, R. Kerley, G. M. Snook 
W. Blamey, J. Leach, D. O'Neal 
A. MacDonald, M. G. Drake, P. Harding 
J. A._Pickard, G. Shaw, R. L. Fawn 
P. E. Johnson, D. J. Thrussell 
J. R. Lane ' 
C. Squire 
B. Denchfield 

SPECIAL PRIZES; 1980-81 

D. Winckle 
J •. Cox 
B. Denchfield 
D. Clews 
F. Hopkins 
Not awarded 
M. A. Rutter 
Not awarded 
M. Lanhau 

Katbleen Steadman Fifth Fo~ Science Prize 
Music Prize . 

A. Ellen, J. Cox, M. White 
P. King, P. Col1is l W. D. Woodrow 
A. Fox 

Art Prize 
University Prize 
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FORM PRIZES, 1981-82 

IA G. Wareham, T. Whitfeld 
lIB R. Leonard 
IIA H. Birch, G. Westgate 
IlIB T. Flatau, J. Burton 
IlIA G. Shreeves, G. Cradock 
IVB G. Snook, N. Greenhall 
IVA J. Leach, w., Blamey " 
VB A. MacDonald 
VA C. Davidson, P. Clark 
VI Arts P. Kitching-
VI Science R. Juett, A. Selwood 

SPECIAL PRIZES, 1981-82 

Headcaster's Prize 
Divinity -Prize 
0.5. Maths Prize 
O.S. History Prize 
O.S. Science PriZe 

·Macklin English Prize 
~icholson Engineering-Prize 
P.A. Languages Prize 
Minchin Geography Prize 
University Prize 
Art Prize " 
Music Prize 
P.A. Vth Form Arts Prize 
K~thleen Steadman Vth Form Science Prize 

.f!!l:l!. l!!!? sHIELD 
1980-81 

J. Brett 
Not awarded 
D. Marshiill 
M. Cross 
M. Robinaon 
T. Cu=ing 
D. Sllvey 
H. Cross 
A. Fox' 
A. Dowell 
T. CUmming 
A. Fox 
C. Saynor, J. Plckard 
G. Shaw, R. Fawn 

1981"82 

Racshaw Rugby Cup C. GrUUths C. Latng 
Trojans 
Trojans 
J. Cash 

Overlngton Cup, Inter-House Rugby Rocans 
Watcough Cup, Inte~House Soccer Spartans 
Roussell Soc'cer Cup - C. GrUUths 
Drew Cross-Country Cup J. Perry 
Crowther 'Cup, Inter-House Cross-Country Spartans 
Spry Cup, Inter-House Squash Trojans 
Scalbert cUp, Junior Squash N~ Grcenhall 
Dennis Tennis Cup 0 s. Griffiths 
Rodgers CuP. Inter-House Tennis Corinthian/Trojans 
Minchin Cup,- Inter-House Cricket Corinthians 
Johnson Batting Cup S.P. Wagstaff 
Genge 'Fielding Cup S.P. Wagstaff 
lUndebank "Bowling Cup L. Romanillos 
Daniel Cup, Under-14·Cricket Not awarded 
Hallett Cup, Inte~House Swi=mlng Spartans 
,Veale Cup, Inter-Hous~ Athletics Std. Spartans 
Davis Cup, 1500m J. Perry 
Junior Champion Athlete C. Greenhall 
Intermediate Champion Athlete D. Burd 
Senior Champion Athlete' S. Wood 
Cole Cup, Inter-Hou~e Athletics Spartans/Trojans 
Sportsman's Cup C.A. Grlffiths 
Johnstone CUp, outstanding sporting 

achievement 
Cassidy Cup, Chess 
Tovey Inter-House Shield 
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D. Marsh 
S. Pitkin 
Spar tans 

G. Shaw 
Spar'tans 
Trojans 
Not awarded 
S. GrUUths 
Corinthian/Trojans 
Trojans 
A. Ellen 
J. Calcott 
L. Rocan1l1os 
T. Richardaon 
Roman 
Corinthians 
G. Shaw 
C. Greenball 
D. O'Neal 
G. Shaw 
Spartans 
M. Sutton 

D. Marsh 
D.P. Marahall 
Spar tans 



SOMB IDSTORICAL IlOTES Oil SCIEIlCE la SHAFrESBDRY GIWIIIAR SCEOOL 

To use Mr. Haptan's phrase, my "slot" aC Shafteshury is 1965 to 
1983, and, not having time to research the previous history properly, I 
can only attempt to give an outline of ear~ler days. The present Junior 
Chemistry Laboratory occupies the site 'of a much older building, pre-
1920's, which served as a form room at It~ western end and ~ science 
laboratory east of' the present doorway. Those days are time out o~ mind 
for the present Staff, but not for o~der Old- Boys. In 1936 it was 
decided to build the present Physics Laboratory, and ~n old photograph 
shows its orIginal glazed double doors with the rather jazzy cross-bars 
typical of the era. 

Mr. Wl111ams ruled the physics from 1950,< aided by Messrs. B. 
Evaos, K. Reynolds , and D. Payne successively, before the arrival of 
Mr. Hough in 1958. From some dim past date, Mr. Yelling used ,to come up 
from Glllingh3m Grammar S~hool to teach our Chemistry, until 1960, when 
the present Che~lstry Labs received their form. The Ju~ior Lab. was 
created from the. old' laboratory and form·room, and, at the same time, 
the preparation rooms and Sixth Form La~. were added, modifying the 
western end of the PhYSics Lab. and covering the site of a Headmaster's 
garage that had .ries~led against the churchyard w~ll. 

The present Chemistry Labs were des~gned by an inspector and 
equipped by Mr. Vowles, our first resident Chemist. The tip-up seats at 
the western end were a good idea, bu; suffered ·1n the detailed design 
and execution, being too low and mechanically unsound. Otherwise, you 
would have to look a long way to find better equipped Chemistry. 
laboratories, especially the Sixth Form Lab., and the excellent 
preparation room. The arrangement of the adjoining very adequate 
preparation rooms for Physics and Chemistry could hardly be bettered. 
The flammable and fuming chemicals store intruded into what was 
otherwise a block of external W.C.'s, and ·is not very good by today's 
standards; when, recently, the W.C.'s became r.edundant there was an 
opportunity for extension and improvement of. the store, but money has 
not, been available for improvement, of Itexisting plant.1t . 

Mr. Nicolson replaced Mr. Vowles io 1963, and Mr. Veale continued 
beyond re,tiremeot to teach junior Biology and some junior Physical 
Scienc~. In 1964 Mr. Williams died, and Mr. Hough carried on with help 
from a succe;ssion of temporary part-time teachers until I returned to my 
native county the following year to take over the Physics, full time, 
since I was quite useless at games. Woodwork had ceased to be taught th~ 
year before so the Physics preparation room inherited a useful woodwork 
bench. 

In 1959 Mr. Nicolson moved to Kent, and Mrs. Strawbridge took over 
the Chemistry. Women's Lib. loomed less large in those days, but I, 
think Mr. Crowther may have been influenced partly in his deliberations 
by the attendance of High School girls at our fourth and fifth year 
Physics and Che!1listry lessons. From before my time PhYSics and 
Chemistry, s.eparately or combined, had been compulsory to O.Level, the 
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separate subject classes coping with girls opting for the subjects 
beyond their third year. Doe and Ma Doc continued this system. The 
record number for girls was fourteen for Chemistry, but Physics only 
attracted eight or nine. I think their prese'nce encouraged good 
behaviour and better work, though this retrospective impression may be 
more due to a general decline in what is now called "motivation". 

In the vlnter of 1969 - 70 the School acquired Cann Church and 
Church Hall. The use of the Church was restricted but obviously the 
Church Hall presented several possibilities including that of expanding 
the Biology to o. Level courses independently of the High School. We 
were less lovol ved with the Local Education Authority in those days so 
it was a relatively Simple matter to provide the very basic facilities 
and service's to make Biology teaching possible in the old Church Hall. 
Mr. Veale gave up his part-time services and ,Mr. Smith came to set up 
the ' Biology courses and to help with some junior Physical Science. At 
this stage Biology was an option after the third year. Mr. Crowther 
very properly and honourably turned down my wicked suggestion that we 
might ul timately take over the A. Levei Biology from the High sChoof;" we 
then had certain exchange and ~emarcation arrangements that were to be 
honoured. 

Seeing no prospects for teaching A. Level Biology, Mr. Smith left 
in 1972 for Blandford, and was. replaced by Mr. Jacques, who improved the 
facilities in his Church 'Hall Biology Lab., including some rather m~re 
effective beating. 

At the ,High School, Mrs. Webb replaced MiSs Woods as· Headmistress 
in 1974, and decided to run her own O. Level Chemistry and Physics the 
following year. so 1975-76 saw the last of our fifth year gIrls, until 
they came doYU more recently ~or Music. 

In the next few. years changes were 'rapid. Mr. Bates retired, the 
High School took . his Latin and Mr. Fay came as a P.E. specialist to help 
out in Science. since O. Level Biology courses were now under way and 
Mr. Jacques ha.d to spend some time on games. Mr. Crow the l' retired, Mr. 
Wickson camo, Hr. Jacques took on the ~ Level Biology for both schools 
while Mrs. E8sterbrooke was on a year's secondment. In 1978 Chemistry 
and PhYSics had to become options at the fourth year because Doc and Ma 
Doc were ,having to cope increasingly with all the split junior forms. 
However, an extra period in both subjects was then allocated to the 
third year and Biology became compulsory to o. Level. One change did 
not occur, in what has held for twenty years or more: all the A. Level 
Physics and Chemistry for, both schools continued to be· taught in our 
laboratories by two Grammar School staff. 

In July 1981 we Daid goodbye to Hr. Brookes, who hod been our 
laboratory technician since Mr. Vowles set up the Chemistry Lab. We 
shared him with the High School until the conversion of Church Hall to 
the ' status· of a fourth laboratory had entitled us to his full time. He 
saw a ·lot from· his lair-in his Prep. Room, ·from which, on his last day, 
he - WBS persuad.ed to emerge to face appreciative cheers from an 
overcrowded PhYSics Lab. After a hectic term of ''managIng somehOW', we 
welcomed Mrs. Jane Wood as our technician, and I hope she will remain. 
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Meanwhile, the cloud of Reorganisation began to grow larger than a 
man's hand. Architects produced ·plans. The 'true meaning of 
'consultation' was explained by the officers of the Local Authority. 
There would be six general purpose laboratories, one not equipped, but 
existing labs would p~obably be needed. Since two of ,them were, in 
fact, purpo~e-built Chemistry laboratories, they would best be employed 
for something else, especially since none of the new labs would be 
specifically designed for that subject! 

With the' ~·departure of Mr. Wickson in 1981 we welcomed Mr. de, Groot 
as Head .'Designate of' the new - sorry, reorganised ~ School. He has 
indicated that he wishes Science to continue to be strong-in the new 
circumstances. The L.E.A. have produced the building into which he must 
fit his structure, concrete and abstract •. 

As for me, I have lived my life in laboratories; twenty years on 
various research and twenty-one years teaching full Physics in close 
associat;Lon with Chemistry teachers, and one chemist in particularl I 
would th-erefore like to put it on record that I have had no hand in the 
siting, design or equipment of the new laboratories, so what is good 
about them is not to my credit, but ascribe 'not unto me the bollards! 

Have I any ,particular memories? Some happy journeys with Sixth 
Formers to Londo~ .in ~y Workobus ••• IIWhat are you doing, Eggy Hall, over 
there by the IInor th-east sink?" - "Filling my lemon, sir" ••• Regrets 
over some uncontrollable rages more recently •••• And, of course, the 
rarer moments of sheer In~ellectual joy when a class is wholly with you, 
or when some boy leaps three steps beyond you in thought to embrace a 
new concept. 

I have accepted early retirement (only two years). Ma Doc has 
accepted a job in the new School. It would be improper here for me to 
give the intentio~"s of other Science staff. At the time of writing I 
,understand that im advertisement ,is appearing for a Head of Science. It 
will be a daunting job. The organisation of effective teaching of thr,ee 
traditional major disciplin~s (ttcombined" or what~have--you) to all 
abilities would be difficult enough without external directives as to 

.,the methods that must be employed. 

D.J.S. 

IIHere we have no al?iding city" might well be the text for this last 
report, which is at the end of an era for the School, if not - it is to 
be hoped - for t~e Chapel. 

It struck me as singu,larly appropriate, and indeed highly symbolic, 
that this last academic year should have _opened with that most moving 
and well attend~d Memorial Service, held - in the words spoken by' our 
Chairman - "in a~fectionate remembrance of the quiet devotion, and long 
and faithful s~rvice to the cause of education" and in thanksg1v:ing "to 
God for the life and' example of Brian Crowther". It was particularly 
fitting, too, that this service" lovingly planned by his widow, should 
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,have taken place in our Cbapeljl to which he was so , devoted, for it was 
in 1971, during ,hIs "heaamastershipjl and through his ~old vision and 
inspired conviction, that ' t~e , th,en redundant pa~lsh church of S~~ ' 
Rumboldjl Calm, was acquired by the Goveruors and refurbishe'd for the 
School's use. The r 'eredos cr'ucifix was presented In memory of Dr. 
ToveYjI and the altar candle-holders were given to commemorate Hr. 
Minchio, at this, timejl to gr~ce the sanctuary. 

Dur~ng the decade or so, since, this assetjl precious 10 any school 
but particularly rare in o'ne that has subsequently become state 
maintained, has been, 'the focus of our spirifual' life, ' as morning prayers 
are held here before the liorking ' day !:i'e81os - with a corporate 
celebration of Holy CommuQ'ion on a 'red-letter day' once a term. ,It has 
witnessed as a visible. reminder of tbe ideal, caring, 'Christian 
community t'hat we have 'strivenjl however falteringlYjl to realise -
especially in the worl~ of 'the Boarding Ho.use. ;Here, on most Sundays 
d'uring te'rm (apart from those occasions wben we .have joined with the 
parish, at St. Peter's and more recently 'at St. James~) .. ' our boarde.rs 
together with glrls from Barton Jlill, who have joined us with gre'at;er 
frequency durJ.ng the past two years, have been presented with tbe 
opportunity of experiencing -and .participating in the worship of~ GOd, and 
of he'aring and respo'nding to the 'cha'llenge of the Christian faith, 
~:ithin the context of a v8:ri~ty of service 'patterns·. 

Visiting.preachers during the .four terms (to the end of 1982) have 
been:- Mr. John Worth (Head of R;S. at Q;E. School; Wimborne); the Revd. 
J. Lever (Rector of ' Wllton). , the ReV-d. J~ MorriS, O-.B.E.~ (Hon. Priest­
in-charge of Melbury Abbas); Capt D. Wight (of the Church Army, based at 
Blan,dford); the Re.vd. N. Outlaw (a Bap,tist, and local representative of 
the Leprosy Mission); Mr. Peter Pike (an ' ordinand from Salisbury 
Theological College); Mr • .David Webb (a Reader); the Very Revd. Connop 
Price (former Provost of Chelmsford Cathedral); the Revd. R. Luther 
(Vicar of Radipole). an'd on successive Remembrance Sundays, the Revd. 
Canon T. It. Milford (who served in ,Mesopotam.ia in the Great War, and waB 
subsequently Master of the Temple, and a founder of Oxfam during the 
last war) in 1981, and the 'Very Revd. R. W Pope O.B.E. (a former naval 
chaplain, and recently-retired Dean of Gib'raltar) in 1982. Our very 
real thanks ar~ due ~o 'these , speakers, - and I ' personally hope and pray 
that their words mfiy haye .sown soae seeds in 6o~e I:linds. 

Variety is our aimJ For example, 1983 'began with a service of Bong 
and drama on the Epiphany theme, led by my much-missed predecessor, 
Yilliam Riildlng, who paid" us a formal, 'farewell' visit,' complete with 
his guitar. He completes tiis training for the ministry in June, when he 
becomes a 'Deacon, and embarks on his, first curacy at Verlolood. The 
summer term ends 'with tlie c.ustomary Old Boys· service, which 'on this 
significant occasion will be a Sung ~uchar~st, in thanksgiving for ,all 
that the Grammar School has been; meant,' and done for generations of 
pupils. Our celebrant and' preacher \1i1"l be the flrat in the line of 
four Lay Chaplains who have -served here, Trevor Jones - now a priest and 
currently Warden of the Hereford Diocesan Education Centre in Ludlow. In 
between, we shaii cODtinue to tring the" changes'" and in particular we 

. . ' , . . .' , 
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are fortunate to have secured visits by the Sacred Dance Gr'o~p ACTS, 
(based a't Blandford bU,t internationally famous), and a Brother from 
Hilfield Friary - where a small group from S.G.,S. ~ttended the St~&l;Uata 
Festival in September last, a great occasion in the life of the Anglican 
Franciscans. This Is the Society whose Minister~General is an Old 
Shastooi~n" Brother Geoffrey. 

While thinking about Old Boys, we are very grateful to those'who 
have' contributed to Chapel funds during the past two years. This money 
was 'eart'!larked' for the purchase of congregational copies ,of our 'little 
red books~, the .now familiar A.S.B. Rite A., used at our School 
Communion. We maintain the B~ok ,of Common Prayer 'at the 8.15 a.m. 
celebration, wh~ch is still !fell supported and ap-preciated by older 
p'lrishiopers. 

Our expenses are few - apart from altar supplies, and materials for 
two new stQles, made by Mrs. N. Medley, a parishioner and tale~.ted 
ecclesiastical embroideress, so most .of our Collection monies can be 
donated to outside charftt'es. During the period under reView, well OVer 
£500 has been channelled through the Chapel in this way, including a 
number of donations for Polish .Relief (during the year of martial law). 
The rest was distributed between the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society: 
R.S.P.C.A.: Oxfam (relief work in El Salvador and Lebanon); North 
Shaftesbury Community Project; St. John's Hospice for the terminally 
ill" Wirral; Lepro-sy Mission; World Wildlife Fund: Christian Aid; Chux:ch 
Army; Save 'the Children; Kidney Research (£100 in memory of Brian 
Crowther);, Diabetic Association; R.N.L.I; Help the Aged;, and others 
subsequently. Our thanks are really due to the 8.15 congregation for 
making such giving possible. 

Again, as in previous years, a prepresentative group took part in 
the Wessex sponsored walk on behalf of Help the Aged, raising some £70. 
In 1982, we were greeted on arrival at Salisbury by H.R.H. Princess 
Anne, the President of the Fund. 

On a personal note: I have learnt much from the diverse exper~ences 
that the work of lay chaplain has afforded, ranging from caretaking to 
conducting: worship. In particular, I have thor-oughly enjoyed the 
opportunity of working with different groups of young actors and 
actresses, in preparing and presenting dramatic items that have formed 
the highlight oE many services. Their co-operation and good humour were 
appreciated;- their names are too numerous to record. I have also 
greatly valued the active involvement in our services of my S.H.S. 
colleague and fellow Reader, Richard Morgan, whose preaching skill has 
been ~sed to full effect; ours has develop'ed into a kind of tlteam 
ministrylt~ Kenneth Steerment was' a loyal and enthusiastic sacristan and 
server for two years; my thanks go to him, as to all those who have 
acted as sidesmen and servers, and the many who have stood up to be 
counted as readers of lessons, ho~ever hal~-he?rtedly. It has been good 
experience for all of us! 

My greatest responsibility, ~owever, has been to prepare candidates 
for Confi'rma'tion~ and it ··was a privilege and a real sotir~e of 
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satisfaction - in fact of happiness - to be able to present 'the 
"following to our new Bishop of Salisbury, The Revd. john Austin Baker, 
at the Team Parish Confirmation, at St. Peter's on Ascension Day (1982): 
Jonathan Brett; Kenneth Steerment; ' Jonathan Westley; Gregory Hunt and 
Paul Cadmore; and later, in October at Wlmborne M1nster, Richard Pitman. 
May they; and all those who have been prepared aud presented by the lay 
c~plaius during the ·past deCade IIcontinue yours (0 Lord) fOTever. and 
daily increase in your Holy Spirit more aDd more,uutil they come to your 
everlasting kingdom" - in the words of the prayer with which the service 
ends. 

What of the future for the Chapel? It now seems more hopeful. The 
" Education Department has assured t1!e Governors that the C~uni:y will 
accept "responsibility for its maintenance until at least 1985", and it 
is the declared intention of the Governors to endeavour to ensure its 
continuance beyond that date, possibly with the assistance from 
charitable trusts. The Bell Fund, established by Hr.Crowther, still 
untouched snd" safely invested, might provide the basis of a small 
endowment for upkeep. The Dew Shaftesbury School is a "Church of. England 
voluntary-controlled foundation; it is to be committed to tcommunity 
education"; and the School Chapel of St. Rumbold, Cann, would seem to be 
integral to the realisation of both. 

H.P. 

PAIIEII1:S' ASSOCIATION 

What .!! the Parents' Association? A small group of parents who get 
together regularly and rack theiF brains to find ways of raising money 
to provide the things needed by boys and the School which cannot be paid 
for from county ·funds. 

I have traced the steps of the P.A. baCK to October 20th 1964, 
when, the minutes state, the then Hon. Secretary was told to purchase a 
b'ook in which to record minut'es of meetings. Unfortunately, over the 
page we find that at the next meeting the good lady left the book at 
home and 80 was unsDie to report ori the previous meeting. In those days 
there was £25 • . 00. 5d. in the kittyl 

Since then the P.A. has given help to boys in many ways; in 
printing stationery, including ~he School calendar each term; ~n 
prov~ding equipment for the biology laboratory, including a microscope; 
seats for the games fle14;sports kit; tennis court nets; equipment for 
the angling clubj a flute; the Encyclopaedia BritannicBj and providing 
aid for boys to go on schoo~ toura, university. interviews. trips abroad, 
~tc;.. 

The long-term project for the past five years has been to provide a 
_games field pavilion. This is an extremely expensive objective but, 
although we have had several set backs, we still hope to achieve this 
goall A· competition was held for the best logo and this is used on -all 
fund raising material for the pavilion. In the year ended July 1982 
there were many fund raising events, including a sponsored swim, which 
made £210.40, Jumble Sales which made £78, £60 and £55. We tried Discos 
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but as these were not very rewarding fi'nancially (because not weil 
attended), I'm afraid we had to discontinue them. There was a Car Boot 
Sale - £212 profit, and a Sponsored Walk in which you raised £1,000.991 
This was organised by the staff and supported by t~e P.A. The final 
event was the Garden Party, which was a great,success. Hr. Lipscombe 
nas always, provided wonderful posters for us and we have always enjoyed 
the unfailing support of the School staff (including kitchen staff). 
Our sincere thanks to them alII 

-We were beneficiaries of this year's Carnlval; the Committee 
donated £150 towards the pavilion., The Old Boys generously gave £95 
recently~ Our thanks to them. 

We have a full programme of fund-raising events fQr 1983 and we 
look forward to the friendly comradeship these-eve~ts bring-about. 

The Parents' Association will always be in the background of 
events, serving coffee and refreshments as it has always done ip: the 
past. When the new era starts in September there will be surely be a 
new Parents' Association giving support to the new school an~ its needs, 
but whoever the Parent or Staff members may be, you can rest assured 
that your needs and well being will be ~heir prime concern. Best wishes 
to you all. 

J,oan Short 
Hon. Secretary. 

There is a fairly common opinion expressed that committees are made 
up of persons who like to sit down -and talk and never really do 

=~-. . -
If I held such views they were quickly dispel led. during a spell of 

,yertigo which hit m~ at the top of a scaffolding tower while l}elping to 
.repaint the ceiling of the School hall. 

Parent Association Committees are 'an exception to the general 
opiniC?n and the Shaftesbury Grammar School Comridttee more exceptional 
than m~st.' !wel ve parents are elected or re";elected annually and meet 
monthly in order to promote understanding with the staff and raise money 
for the benefit of the School and the pupils. 

During the years 1977 to 1981 a great deal was achieved. The 
School Hall was completely redecorated in the spring of 1978. Perhaps 
IIcompletely" is the wrong word, since one of the doors on the School 
shop wardrobe is still pink. I ,<;annot remember whether it was left 
through lack of paint or artistic licence 1 Perhaps one day the omission 
will be remedied. Three dinner dances were held in the spring of 1978, 
1979 and 1980 respectively and were well attended, mainly bY-S~astonian 
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business people who have the interest of the School at heart. 
Regrettably the difficulty experienced in selling tickets to paients and 
the vf!.ry- ,b.a;d worK a~d t~~e ,required to organise the f~od and drink. 
forced the decision not to continue the dances for the time 'being. A· 
pity, because we-had just reached a compromise over volume with the 
group ~ho provided the musicl 

When money, raised ,is the main objective ther~ can be no more' 
rewarding task 'than-running a jumble sale. It is usual to hold one each 
term and it has never ceased to amaze me where all the jumble comes 
from. Mind you, after the sixth sale some articles seemed fami1iarl 
Bartering with the regular customers induced a feeling of good 'humour 
and the higb1-ight of each was the inv asion by the boys ai: breaktime, 
hats and waistcoats being very popular. 

T~o whist drives were run, whlc~ gave e'njoyment and gained 
publicity but were not a financial success. The habit of players not 
arriving until five minutes 'before-the start did not endear the idea to 
the cOtIlIlittee. 

During the whole period, the biggest and most successful event was 
the centenary spo}lsored walk, covering some twenty miles and taking in 
Win Green,_ Ebbesbourne1Wake, the Ox Drove and back to Win Green. It was 
a glorious day and this- coupled with the superb organisation -ensur-ed 
that everyone enjoyed themselves, and a.s an added bonus over £1,000 was 
raised for the P.A. funds.' . , 

In July 1980 a summer Fete combined with a timed sponsored walk 
round the school playing field proved an extremely successful c01Illllun:Lty 
effort with staff, pupils and parents all joining together to run games 
and stalls and_ generally par~iC:ipate in 'the fun. Wh'o of those who 
watched ,will e~er forget the Punch a~d Judy Show? 

Over four years the P.A. helped with the purchase of musical 
instruments, foo,tba11 shirts, encyclopaedias, trophies, p.rizes for 
speech days, ,a video recorder and many other items. It also started the 
Pavilion FUnd, which is growing rapidly ,thanks .to later committees • 

. In addition, I believe that w~ aided the School by participation 
and assistance when asked and created a spirit of partnership and co­
operation with the staff which, hopefully, helped in the high standard 
.of , education our. children have been given. . 

Clive Fawn 

lIUSIC NOTES 

Writing about events which, in some cases, happened over twelve 
montns ago, tends to strain the memory beyond its usual limitations. 
Christmas 1981, however, saw the inevitable Carol Concerts with a joint 
choir leading the High School/Grammar School carol Service at the United 
Reformed Church. There was also another "continuity" concert at 
Christy's School for the upper pri1Iia'ry/lower secondary age groups in 
ShaftesbUrY which suffered at the hands of bad weather and alternative 
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attractions at Twickenham. In the Schoc;>l Chapel, the Choral Society 
sang Part I and "Hallelujah" Chorus of Handel's "Messiah", in which 
soloists and chorus overcame some rather ragged-orchestral playing. 

In January 1982 a new venture was started, a.Saturday morning music 
·school for instrumentalists of all ages i~ the Shaftesbury and 
Gillingham area. This has provided an opportunity fo;: youngsters to 
come together to make music irrespective of age -or ability. As well as 
two end-of-term concerts the group als9 had' the unusual, not to say 
alarming, experience of playing in a, ~ori:ential downpour during last 
summer's Byzant Celebrations in Shaftesbury. From the Saturday morning 
group a senior orchestra of about tw~nty-five players-has given concerts 
at Mere and Stourton Caundle and in'Hay 1982 it provided the second half 
of a concert at the School Chapel which opened with the Choral Society 
giving a spirited performance of IICaptain Noah and His Floating Zoo". 

This Christmas saw the last of the Joint High School/Grammar School 
Carol services, again with the singing ably led-by a joint schools chair 
whose solo items included the moving carol "Thou must leave Thy lowly 
dwelling" from Berlioz' oratorio "L'Enfance du Christ". Since pctober, 
rehearsals have been under way for the forthcoming joint schools 
production, "The Card", a modern musical based" on an Arnold Bennett 
novel, to be staged at Shaftesbury Arts Theatre in March. ' 

Most recently, many people will no doubt have seen an appearance by 
fout: Grammar School boys on B.B_.C. T.V. South -West's programme, liThe 

_ Music Quizll
• Jom Pickard, Theo Flatau, A1ex Clapson and Rashid Jussa 

were orie of eight teams to be successful in auditions for the programme 
out of an original eighteen schools from all' over"the South West and the 
Channel Islands. Although they were beaten by a school from Jersey, the 
boys did except'ionally well again_st a team who were much older and whose 
school has more pupils in the -6th Form than we have in -the entire 
schooll ' 

Finally, this is likely to be ·the last article written concerning 
music in the Grammar School. However, you will notice that many 'of the, 
musical events mentioned have been joint activities lnvol ving Grammar 
School, High School and Chr_isty's pupils and staff, and sometimes 
cr_ossing the primary/secondary divide. In this way, music has looked 
forward to reorganisation and it is to be hoped that whoever has 
responsibility for music in the new school can build upon the 
foundations already laid. 

A.D.G. 

IIIE Ul'l'ER SIXTH'S "\/INTER'S TALE" 

IIThere's many a true word said in jest", goes the old adage and 
when the idea of putting on our own production of "The Winter's Talell 

sprang up during the course·of a Lower Sixth English lesson, we all 
laughed and said, "Yes, that's a gr~at idea I" -It is amazing how m'lch 
trouble your mouth can get you into and this was no exception. However, 
at this juncture we had no ide_~ of what it woul4 be. li~e to be subjected 
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to Alistair Rllen's incessant. and very tedious, outbursts whenever he 
did anything _for wbich ,he knew .he yould be criticised, or tbe pressure 
of coming up to the expectatioDs of our own modest messiah, Hr. Rolfe. 

'By the tim-e we ha"d had to postpone our initial date, there was a 
general air of discontent; however, a session of spiritual guidance from, 
Mr. 'Rolfe ' somehow persuaded us into continuing. The local thellraisers' 
had not been inactive, while we were struggling through the text - and 
interruptions from Alistair. Already ' the love scene between the 
stunning Perdita, played with charm by Rosamund Shreeves, and Plorizel 
vas being billed as the greatest romantic conquest of the past three 
,thousand years. The very large part of Alistair was also well commented 

• on, while the prospect of seeing some of the girls wearing tights was a 
point of considerable expectation. It was at about.,this time that 
Gra'inne Murphy was persuaded" to join the company as a servant, since we 
could not really get anyone to double up, or even treble up. 

Suddenly, or so it seemed to us, it-was "nearly time for the dress· 
rehearsals. Last minute details' 'such as the -lighting, which was well 
handled by the 'illuminatingt Ralph Larcombe and his understudy 
'whizzkid' Keith ThCXDS8, were attended to, and incidental music, sound 
effects and 'Elizabethan dance music were 'hasti1y recorded with the help 
of some 'off duty' lower sixth formers and a bewildered trumpet-playing 
Hewltson. Guesting on one of the. tracks were the 'godlike' basso tones 
of the renowned Mr. Rolfe, putting his practice of' bass line singing in 
the .chape1 to good use. 

On Thursday, ,the night of the dress rehea~sal, a smiling Mr. &olfe 
casually told us thae it would be held in front of a crowd of fourth and 
fifth formers. . Thls fact 'did not particularly help our morale, 
especiall'y that of ' the girls, but by now we , were deaf to the calls of 
self-preservation. This was also the first 'public' airing of the 
costumes and props of our"resident fashion deSign-er, Sarah Miles, who 
had done an amazing joti; our prop manager, 'Sharon Curtts, who also 
valiantly took 'the job of prompter; and our artistic director, Rachel 
Jackson. It was also the debut of the amazing wooden Herm,ione statue 
holder; designed and constructed by David Thrusse11,. later notorious for 
his violent outbursts against his son Florize1, easily worse than 
interrogation by even Mr. 'Webber. Into this rickety object the fearless 
Eams r.awson had to step. Several times in rehearsals disaster nearly 
befell bo~h her and the object, which would not have done, since Emmats 
highly emot~ve 'Hermlone would have been .very badly missed. 

Finally the -night itself. By now ,everybody knew their parts 
virtual'ly inside out. Loz Flander was now not Loz Fiander but 
AutolycuB, the sort of confidence ~riekster who in this day and age 
would make his living selling clocks and other antiques - like Big Ben, 
the Mona Llsa and Buckingham Palace. Alison~ Knlght was transformed from 
a quietly spoken English student into a robust sbepherdts son, known in 
the text as tClownt• A sudden flurry of last minute preparations and 
t~en the curtain was up, although not literally, since our budget would 
not quite stretc~ ~nough to afford one. 
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All was running smoothly, the audience was.receptive and the flash 
of photographs being taken intermittently des.troyed the dark above the 
audience, like fireworks on a cold winter's night, until - disaster 
struck. The notorious Clouseau In the sound effects departme~t, Mr. 
Jahid Jussa, had a major cerebral haemorrhage and decided to ignore his 
cue and play a.hunting horn sound effect when he wanted t~. The re8~lt 
was that a very rustic Debra A1lcock, a notable character actor in the 
cast, was left standing on stage, her hand ,cupped around her ear in the 
very same way that a shepherd does not. Incredibly, apart from a much 
older Debra Allcock ,slipping on her walking st~ck twice, owing to her 
fear of the ranting David Thrussell, otherwise known as Polixenes, there 
were no·ot~er mistakesl We reached the end of our greatly ~bridged 
version of Shakespeare's play, and received tumultuous applause from Mr. 
Rolfe and ordinary applause from the rest of the audience plus a few 
cheers for the local ,favourite, Debbie_Wigley, who graced the stage with 
her presence, though disguised as a man. - -

Everybody worked well together as a team, and teamwork was really 
what this production was all about. A special thank-you ~s deserved by 
Mr. Rolfe for keeping the team spirit going and motivating us, and 
especially for inspiring Alistair, which w~s,no-mean feat~ to gre~ter 
things. 

'I only. hope 'that our success encourages this year's Lower Sixth to 
a sfmilar venture. Take it from us: it was well worth it. 

R. Jussa 

Back' in ,November 1981, the annual ,pilgrimage to Stratford took 
place, arid forty Grammar School and High School sixth formers and staff 
saw a, highly entertaining production 'of "A Midsummer Night's n'reamu, 
fulL of magical effects. . 

In 1982, the fifth forms were treated to a competent but 
unmemorable- performance of "Macbethtl at Poole's Towngate .Theatre, ,part 
of the fine arts complex there. In fact it was so unremarkable that 1 
cannot remember, anything about it. except for the temporary absconding a~ 
the interval of two of our ).e~s. reli~ble pupils. This year's Fi~th. 
Form, accompanied by three brave girls from Christy's, saw a workshop 
.treatment of this play at Salisbury; the ,company acted out different 
interpretations of key scene~ and gave us some food for thought. ' 

Upper and Lower Sixth, High School and Grammar School, visited the 
Playhouse to see the Schofield film of liKing Lear" - all furs and snow, 
very primitive and slightly confusing unless you"knew the play well -
and an interesting collage of Hardy's" poetry, recited~ acted out and· 
sung in the small Sa'lberg studio. A number of sixth formers enjoyed 
themselves in. costume at Mont~,cute House, on a joint History/English" day 
out. 

At Salisbury again, large parties of boys - from all forms in the 
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' ~C;hool - have enjoyed excellent produc.tions ' of "¥lare Path", a Terence 
Ra~tigan war-time play; liThe Cat and the Canary", the faDious _comedy­
-thriller; and "A Christmas Carol!!, at -which a second former nearly 
choked himself on an acid drop. A slightly older, mixed party enjoyed. 
ArChur H1;ller' ,s "Death of a Salesman", tear- and thought-~r~yoking. 

I shall draw a veil over the produ-ction of "Pass the Butlerll that 
,we saw at the end of a long day in London with the combined sixth forms. 
London audiences, - that one, anyway ~ seem to find gratuitous 
obscenities h1ghly amusing. It's sometimes good to be a country 
bumpkin. Our other LOndon experience, ''The Winter's Tale" 'by the R.S.C. 
at- the Barbican, is described in more de-c&il ' elsewhere. S'uffice it to 
say, the day and the perfo~nce pleased us immensely. 

By the time you read this, we shall - if al.1 goes according to plan 
have s~en "Richard 11111 and "The Ghost Train" at Salisbury, and no 

fewer than, four plays in the West End on the Sixth Form London Trip: 
nPi~ate~ of 'pen:zancetl, "Another . Country', "Noises Off" and "Children of 
a Lesser God". 

Over the past twenty years, we hu.'ve travelled several thousand 
p!.iles to watch plays. We have seen 8o~e of the greatest a<;tors in the 
country and some memorable performances. None of this could bave 
happened without the co-operation" ,of colleagues and the cbeer'ful good 
behaviour ,of innumerable young 'people. I hope they have all enjoyed the 
expe_rience as much aa I have. ,. , 

A TRIP 'IQ nm '1WIBlCAII 
or -

IIiIIOCEIlIS ni LOHDON 

P.J.R. 

1963 it was when I 'came to S:C.S. At, ~ay", nine a year thar makes 
something over a hundred and fifty theatre- trips I've organised; I 
wonder wby I go on, doing it. i suppose it goes with the job, like bacon 
with egg and Morecambe with Wise ••• and ,i agree that rt makes a change 
from Toutine teaching. But I hate coach 'journeys - .ri.it'e -times out of 
ten, anyway; and ,there's all that necessary hassle: sending for ' the 
tickets, booking and confirming- the coach , liaison with the boardfng 
houses, insuran~e through the -County, the last-minute substitutes, the 
,slightly reproachful ,looks of colleagues who have lost the'ir free 
periods, coll~'ct~ng the money ••• - I~ ~t all worth ~t, I won4er. 

Oh well, sink back in ,the seat, enjoy the bright warm sunshine and 
the ever-changing undulating greenness of passing Wiltshire. The murmur 
of voices is surprisingly; soothing; th,e inevitable pop muSi~ 1s muted, 
even melodic., That's an example of immunity through long exposure, I 
8upp~se ~ but '~h~-n ~ith Thomas's taste merci~ull:y, ' doe6 n~t seem to be 
Heavy Rock. 

Coffee, and conversation at Fleet Services - we were under-charged 
th~re for a change, I think - and then i-:'8 back into the ' coach, 'back to 
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the long smooth rhythm of the motorway. My brain 'dulls. Through the 
grimy glass, the cars flicking past in the fast lane seem like distant 
comets trailing tails of invisible and unsme~lable exhaust fumes, •• ~ 

Reality returns with the customary crawl through Knightsbridge. 
Suddenly that London bizarreness and ~xcitement have us by the throat. 
The girl with the green hair, the man with 'th~ billiard ball for a head, 
pass and repass us as we inch from traffic light to traffic light. A 
sinister black man scowls at the grinning cp8ch windows. suicldally­
weaving motor cyclists, muffled like freezing al~ens, leave us 
contemptuously behind. Harrods. looms. We seem to go round in tighter 
and tighter'circles, helpless in a whirlpo~l of automated traffic. 

Then ••• the Barblcan at last. Through the imposing portals we flow 
into a promised land of light and sound. But Time has us by the hand. 
Lunch is rapid and impressions piecemeal: towering ceilings, the strong 
verticars and horizontals of modern architecture, lush static-inducing 

<carpets, a very cramped toilet (this cannot be- the One that A.J. 
recommendedl), a surprisingly narrow corridor with doors to my right, 
and beyond< them - the theatre itself. 

So lofty is the auditorium that I can scarcely see its limits. 
Tier after tier of seats .:.. generous, comfortable, leg-stretching seats, 
filled with eager, excited people bU2;ziog with hushed conversation­
soar into the ,distanc"e, arcs of attention, focus sed upon the wide, deep 
stage before us. Suddenly for me every~hing falls into place; the·magic 
that has been on the very edge of my consciousness all day floods over 
everything. Bright young. faces are all around me. The stage is set in 
m~re ways than one. ' 

Beyond the sudden darkness, Sic11ia and Bohemia spring into clear 
existence. It is as if I am irresistibly drawn out of myself into 
,another dim~nsion, 'where the jealous'y of Leontes and 'the agony of 
Hemione pre-empt all other thoughts, all other emotions. .1 shiver at 
the cold glitter of the unhappy court, and then, back in the healing 
warmth that Time ushers io, the comic rel{ef of Autolycus releases a 

,surge of laughter. Rustic e~ergy and sweet love-making intoxicate us. 
The darkness vibrates with tl:te shared ,eXper~ience; actors and audience 
are ~inked inextricably in the creation of a fulfil~ing make-believe, an 
all-ab'sorbing fictional reality. At last, yet far too soon, Hermione's 
statue is revealed; the familiar" miracle charms us and the lovers are 
re-united. Now the thunder of applause, built up and held back for 
three hours, can break loose. It'is like a,tor~ent surging and leaping 
tumultuously through a breached dam, the release of a multiple tidal 
wave of emotion. Arms ache with the~ passion. 

. OutSide, afterwards, on th~ coid, brisk walk over the flood-lit 
water~garden, past the stone magnificence of St Paul's and on to the 
National Gallery, back in the real, sharp-edged world of the hard London 
pavements and rush hour haste, I listen to the chatter around me. The 
warm excitement I sen,se in it gives me the- answers to my early morning 
doubts. Perhaps the sower does not always scatter seed on ~tony ground;, 
~erhaps t~e mIddle-aged still have ~om,e'thing to giye to t~e you~g '- in 
return' for 'what 'the young un~ittingly give the middle-aged. 

P.J.R. 
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'ApathyI' exclaimed our form mas.ter. Those who had been semi­
conscious replied 'Yer wot?' in typical .Dorset d'ialeetj while the 
majority, disturbed from a pleasant repose, thought that it was rather a 
long word for Mr. Jaeques and definitely an unpleasant one to be woken 
up by. 'You're all apatheticl' he repeated, which WBS just too auch. 
Yet this was only the beginning. for SA, once stirred. were e~dingly 
difficult· to stop~ To prove their eagerness, within five minutes a trip 
to London was organised~ There were several reasons for visiting 
London: it was . a good day off; it was our capital; we did not hav'e to go 
to the theatre; and who wanted to go to Bournemouth anyway-7- . 

So Hr. Jacques quiek1y organised everything with his usual 
efficiency, completely ignoring the "places which we wanted to visit. 
Then Mr. Rolfe found out and eonsequently 5B ~invitcd themselves along~ 

Th~ morning of Thursday 1st July dawri~d dull and ominous~ We 
waited lugubriously at School, in. the rain. Then the coach arrived and 
we bundl-ed in~ The journey was uneventful and was. in fact, .!!!!. peu 
ennuyant. ~less you actually liked heavy metal 'music'~ 

We arrived at half past eleven outside the Natural History Museum 
and then proceeded to lose oursei ves "among. the' animal, mineral, 
vegetable .and 'Entry Prohibited' sections. Eventually we blundered into 
the Science Huseum and discovered a mul tifarious assortment of steam 
locomotive, aircraft and 'satel~ite8. ' 

Finally it was time to leave. After having given away our lunches, 
most of, us travelled to Bond Street by 'Tube whlle some of the boarders. 
even ~ enthusiastic than the ,rest. ran there~ The fset that they 
beat us does not say much for London Transport~ At Bond Street the 
party ~plit up and explored the shops - ,mainly the ones selling records. 

The group met up again at the statue of Eros in Piccadilly Circus 
and then split up again in search of food, preferably cheap and ed'ible. 

As a fin~le to our day we toured the Sights of Londo~, like typieal 
tourlsts~ trying to eatch unsuspecting pigeous. 'We t~avelled through 
Hyde .Park, past Buckingham Palace, round the statue of our hero"Ceorge 
Cannins. alongSide the Houses of Parlia~ent an~ Big Ben, and across 
Downing Street~ Finally we descended on some poor unfortunate member of 
the Household Cavalry on duty outside their barracks. But he would not 
laugh, however, hard we tried to make him. At around five o'elock. after 
traver8~ng Trafaigar Square, watching out fo~ the pigeons, everyone got 
on the coach safely and as we left London we reflected on the day (or 
some of u~ d14) 'and the new di8coverle~ it had brought~ 

The trip was significant in that it brought together most of the 
members, of the fifth form for a last 'reunion' before they went their 
separate ways, and the journey home strengthened those schoolboy ties~ 
To some, 'He-llllan's Mayonnaise' was especially memorable while others 
amused themselves by waving, in" their own peculiar fashion, out of the 
rear windows of the coach. 
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So all in all it was a most enjoyable trip and well worth 
jeopardising the form's association with the word 'apathetic'. Mr. 
Jacques must be thanked for arranging the day and Mr. Rolfe - if only 
for persuading me to write this account. 

G. Shaw 

THE CBDlSE 

The B.l. Educational Cruise that took place be~ween the 3rd and the 
17th November 1981 was the first and last in which S.G.S. participated. 
The party, which consisted of' P. Rlley, K. Thomas, A. Jones, P. Harding, 
c. Saynor, R. Fell, R. Wl1son, G. -Munday, P. Angel1, A. Miller, C. 
Findlay-Wilson, S. Stickley, S. RUBsey, R. Kerley, J. Webb and J. 
Pickard had M. Renaudo as' its le'ader, which gave the fortnight a 
distinctly Continental flavour. 

We left S.G.S. at 12.30 on Monday/Tuesday night and, having picked 
'up the S.H:S. party, set off, via Fleet, to Gatwick. We arrived at the 
'airport and had to wait three hout's till we could board th;e plane that 
flew us to Split, a small port in Yugoslavia. On-arrival, a~convoy of 
coaches ferried us to the town, where we had our-first sight of SS 
UGANDA. We were ushered aboard 'and found, to our pleasant surprise, 
that our dormitories were the, most central and convenient 'on the boat. 
Our sultcases~ had not yet a~rived (though we ha-d-'our 'overnight bags' 
with us), so .we- inspected the dormitories and met the ehriety's boys who 
were sharing one of them with us - J. WeedoD, S. Gasson, A. Chisholm, L. 
Stacey, S. O'Erten, J. Brown, S. Cuff, D. John and C. Judd. Then we set 
off into the -sunny town, and spent an enjoyable afternoon bargaining 
with the market traders, visiting the cafes, and surveying the Roman 
architecture~ 

As the sun set, we returned to the" boat and waited for our luggage 
to arrive. Then we sampled our first 'delights of the extraordinary 
cant;een cuisine. Printable words cannot ,describe the feelings of most 
of'our party. 

The next morning, when the effects of the previous evening's disco 
had not yet worn off, we revisited the town, which made a good 
impreSSion on most of us, I think, and then at 2'p.m. after lun~h, we 
set sail, with our souvenirs safely stowed away on our -locker .... shel ves~ 

We arrived at a small Peloponnesian ,port call-ed, Gythion on Friday 
morning. Prom there we were driven in coaches to the Byzantine 
splendour of Mystras, now a ghost-town. A Greek female (our guide) 
pointed out the most interesting features of the site. Back in Gythion 
we bought postcards and worry-beads before the launches took us back to 
UGANDA. T~at was the day we had our first P&O pac~ed lunches. 

On the days when we were not ashore we had 'lessons', lectures and 
films about the Mediterranean and our ports of- call. We had P.E. and 
swimming time set aside, and a disco/dance every night. 
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We saiied on to ,Egypt - which for many was to be the climax of the 
c~ui8e. After docking at Alexandria. we set out on P&Ots. largest day 
excursioD, code-!named IThe Cairo Marathonl

• Thirty coaches carried 1200 
8tude~ts and cabIn passengers on a tour "0£ over twelve hours, covering 
more -than 300 miles. Our coach hurtled down the Nile Delta road at 60 
m.-p.it. At about noon ve reached Cairo, a city larger than tondon, that 
is unanimously described as tteemingt • W'e ~ speDt'an hour in the famous 
Egyptlan Museum, vhere we saw Tutankhamunts treasures. Then ve drove on 
to some gardens at Memphis. Then we visited Saggara, the site of the 
world's oldest pyramid, the Great Step Pyram.1d. Having marvelled at the 
Sight, we went down into some undergr~und tombs. 

Back on the surface, we could see our next destination, the 
Pyramids of El Gizeh, In the distance. It took U8 about three-quarters 
of an hour to get there - but it was certainly worth waiting for. The 
massive ancient monuments squatted "almost incongruously, a fev yards off 
a road into Cairo, ' on s hill overlooking that city. It was ' difficult to 
believe that we were actually there. We wa~ked down the slope from the 
Pyramids towards the Sphinx, which sits at the bottom of the hlll. We 
all took lots of photos and bought souvenirs and postcards. Just after 
sunset .we reboarded the coaches and headed back .to Alex on the desert 

We sailed on through that night and the next day until we reached 
the Aegean Greek isl"and of Kalimnos - best known for its .sponge 
fisherman. There were no excursions' so we spent our time in·the town, 
visiting the cafes and buying souven~rs, including of course, sponges. 
The weather was delightful and we spent a pleasant afternoon on the 
island. 

"on the "following morning we docked at Izmir. Turkeyta third largest 
city, and most important western port. We were driven, in "the 
inevitable coaches, through the foggy 'citY'and out to "the ancient city 
of Ep'hes~s, five times rebuilt. Here we stood in t~e Great Theatre, 
where St. Paul spoke, and many other ruins of Greek architecture. Then 
we were driven to the' site ' of another city .of Ephesus, a few' miies away. 
Here we , saw ,the tomb where' St. John is buried. Then we went to the 
house where Hary lived after the crucifixion. '" The buildings at Ephesus 
were all stunnlngly large and magnificent~ Back at the port building in 
IZ1!Iir we all' bought osyoo-ware and Turkish Delight. . 

Another day at sea" brought 'us to another Greek port - Itea, a small 
mainland town that served as a docking place to give us access to 
Delphi, home of the famous Oracle of Apo'IIo. We spent the mornlng in 
the shops and cafes of ltea and then the coaches took us through a huge 
olive grove to the ancient Greek 'site. We had plenty of time to marvel 
at ' the theatre, the stadiUm and the Round Building - all impressive and 
very large. We walked back into the town to buy souvenirs, after 

visiting "the Delphi museum. and then boarded the co?ches t bound for ltea 
·aga~~. 

About this ti,me, an inter-party quiz was held on board UGANDA. We 
ent~red a team. consisting" of Christopher Saynor, qhristopher Findlay­
Wilson, Julian Webb, and John Pickard. We easily won th"e first ro~d, 
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and scraped through to win the final of the General· Knowledge competi­
tion too. Our School had some success wIth projects as· well; Paul 
Angell won a prize for his. 

We spent ,the weekend at sea and reached Venic.e on Monday morning. 
The city was bright but frosty. We visited St. Mark's Basilica, the 
Campanile, the Doge's Palace, Rialto and the famous canals. It is 
certainly a'very beautiful place, with many interesting buildings. Some 
of us walked across the famous Bridge of Sighs after a tour of the 
Doge's Palace - and m'ost of us bought' some venetian·glass~ 

We returned to the ship for tea and ,then we:, finally disembarked. 
We reached 'Marco Polo' Airport soon, and waited for an ho~r until we 
could board the Laker Sky train which brought us, exhausted, back to 
England, where we continued the long, cold journ.ey home In c«;Jaches; 

J. Pickard 

BRIONllE VISIT 1982 

lie left Christy's School punctually on Friday 25th October at 8.30 
a.m. on our way to Southampton. We were going to keep up the tradition 
of the three Shaftesbury scho.ols visiting Brionne, Shaftesbury's twin 
town. 

After a seven-hour crossing of the Channel, we had to wait over an 
hour at Le Havre before the coach came to take us to Brionne. We 
arrived" at Brionne yery tired, and a-fter being introduced to .our 
families, we all went to our respective houses. That night, we settled 
In, and the next morning went with our correspondents to school. Some 
of us went on to eXplore the town, ·which we found was not . much different 
From Shaftesbury~ In the afternoon, most of us were taken'out to places 
near to Brion~e, 'like Lisieux, or Honfleur. '" . 

The same happened on Sunday, when I went to a hypermarket in the 
morning, ,and,to. Honfleur in the afternpon. On Monday and Tuesday, there 
were two groups which alternated over the two days. Gr·oup A went to 
school o~ Monday·and to Rouen on Tuesday, whilst on Monday group B went 
to Honfleur and to school.on Tuesday. . . 

Honfleur is a quaint town, and·its main attraction'is the little 
fishing harbour, but 8S well a~ that there is a church made completely 
out of wood. 

At Rouen, probably most renowned as the place where Joan of Arc was 
burned, there ,is a breathtaking cast-iron spire on the top of the 
cathedral. There is 'a very important dockyard at Rouen, where ma~y of 
Fra~ce's imports are unloaded. 

On the Wednesday, as French students do not go to.school, we had 
the day free to visit places and look around the town. It was soon 
Thursday, and we were now to make our return journey home. The crossing 
home seemed to pass more quickly than it'ha~ on the way, and although we 
were all slightly sad that we ·had to ~eave, we were all glad to be home 
again. 

T. Flatau 
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mE SECOND FORK VISIT 'IO GI!AIIIlCAIIP. HOI!IIAIIDY 

After gett1ng.up.at 6 a~ on, Monday 5t~ july.1982 and having had.a 
hurried breakfast, '1 arrived at S.G.S. and we set off in the coach at 
6,.45. It was a joint visit to Normandy, France, by th'e second forms o£­
S.G.S. ,and th~ High School. It was· a bright and sunny morning when we 
arrived at Weymouth, and after an hour's wait, we started the four-hour 
crossing to CherbOurg in the Seal1nk. ferry AILSA·,PRINCESS. TlJe crossing 
was smooth and very interesting. 

From Cberbourg, we drove down to Grandcamp, in the department of 
Cal vados. On the way we stopped at Sce. Harle'" du Mont, 'where there Is a 
small landIng museum. in an old German bunker fa the dunes. The centre 
where we wer~ staying was directly oPP9s1te a large beach 8'!ld the sea 
was great for swimml~g. Just down the road wa~ a beautiful little 
French harbour. The meal_s at the centre were very good, a mix.;ure of 
French a~d English food. 

Over the week we went to many places in Normandy. On· Tuesday we 
explored Grandcamp and bought our own lunch at the ,little Market~ ,On 
the other days the cent"re provided filling packed lunches. In the 
afternoon we went to the large town of Citen. Here we looked round the 
castle and'swam~i~ the large Olympic sized swimming po~l. 

On Wednesday we went to see the Bayeux tapestry and'we~also went to, 
Arrom~nches," where, 'in ·the -Normandy lan4ings in W.W.2,. the British made 
a.portable harbour which had, been' pulled across .from England. Later,we 
went to a large ~erican:War cemetery. The rows upon rows, of white' 
crosses made you realise how many men died in the <landings. On the way 
back some of us were dropped off about three miles from Grandcamp and we 
walked, back along the coast. -

The climax of the visit was on Thursday, when we spent all day 
visiting Mont"St~ Michel •. That day. was very, hot .. On the way' there we 
visited a sma;tl town, where we saw bells being made in a"small factory. 
That evening-we had a disco, arid a night swim in the sea, which was 
great fun. ' 

On Friday we had to go back. On the way back to Cherbourg we 
stopped at a little war .museum on Utah Beach. All ofl that part of the 
Normandy coast had wide flat beaches, where the landings took place, and 
every beach we visited bad old German bunkers hidden in the dunes. 

At Cherbourg we· went to a hypermarket, which 'is an enormous 
supermarket which sells nearly everything under the sun. The return 
crossing was a little rougher and we arrived back at about 9 p.m. 

We h3.d been very l"ucky with the weather; it was hot and sunny every 
day apart from Frid~y, when there was a thunderstorm. It was a very 
worthwhile visit as it widened our"knowledge-of all aspects of France. 

M. Birch 
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VA HISTORY TRIP TO BLKIIIIEIH PALACE 

We had intended to leave Shaftesbury at 8.30 but one member of the 
-group failed t'o appear and" after waiting for ten minutes it was decided 
to leave without,him. 

On our way to Blenhe'im'we observed a number of interesting sights: 
Stonehenge; Thruxton Moto'r Circuit; Harwell Laboratory; R.A.F. Ab~ngdon 
and'Didcot Power Station. As we skirted aroWld OXford on the ring-road 
,we had our first glimpse of the City of Spires. We drove on to 
Woodstock and through the impressive gates to the Palace, which preceded 
qUlfe a breathtaking vista. ' ' 

A'considerable amount of time had been-spent on pr'~paration for 
this trip in the classroom but the -sight of the 'Palace was 'beyond our 
wildest expectations. Built in 1-705 as a national gift to John 
Churchill, 1st Duke of Marlborough, for his victory at the Battle of 
Blenheim in 1704 during the War of Spanish Succession, it was' designed 
by Sir John Vanbrugh and is reg~rded as the finest example of truly 
Baroque architecture in Great "Britain. 'The gardens were skilfully 
organised by Queen Anne's gardener, Henry Wise, but in the mid-18th 
Century they-were redesigned,by Capability Brown. 

We were met at the main door by the-education officer, who also had 
the appearance of an exhibit, and then taken on a very extensive viewing 
of the Pa~ace. He was very good at supplying the meat for the bones of 
facts we had learnt in the form room -.,real 'living' history. He later 
took us to one of his education rooms (formerly a stable) and showed us 
a number:of original battle plans which Marlborough had ,used in his 
campaigns. . 

,After viewing the Palace we retired to the mini-bus, wliere we 
consumed our packed lunches, after which we drove to Oxford. Mr. 
Gregory showed us- the British Leyland" (Cowley) Plant and the athletics 
track on which Roger Bannister made his famous run -in 1954. After 
parking, we all agreed to- stay as a group, ,for a while, as it was felt 
that there were some sights we ought to' see collectively., With Mr. 
Gregory at the head of the crocodile (he did not insist that we held 
hands) we saw Blackwell's bookshop; the Martyr's Memorial; the Radcliffe 
Camera;' the Bodleian-Llbrary; St. Hary's Church in the High; the History 
VacuIty Library; the Examination Schoo1sr and a number of the colleges! 

After dispersing and having some free time we met at the mini-bus' 
and began our return journey - with everyone agreeing that it had been a 
very educational and interesting day. For once we did not agree with 
Ford when he said 'History i~ bunk' - learning and enjoyment can' be 
s~nonymous after all. ' 

CERVlHIA - TOE IIAl!D l/AY 

We left S.G.S~ at 9.00 am. on Monday 27th December, all very 
.jubi1ant'and expectant. Upon arriving at Gatwick Airport there was a 
mad rush f9r those forgotten ski-pass photos. After collecting the 
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final members of our p_arty, we slotted our luggage into the airport': 
inte'roal workings- and; boa-rded the plane for Italy. 

When we arrived at Turin Airport we saw the familiar Italian 
security -guards with their, obligatory 'cannons' strapped' to their' ~h:ips. 
Our suitcases were disgorged from the baggage "retri~val and soon 'we:o-had 
boarded our coach. On the coach the Shaftesbury skiers com:oande_d most 
of the two ~ear seats and Guildford High School. for Girls commanded the 
remaining fifteen - we were slightly ·overwhelmed. Unfortunately for 
him, John Gonoude had to sit next to one of their teachers. 

Towards the end of the journey we were negotiating hairpins with 
dangerous drops. It was not, however, as precipitous as some journeys. 
Very soon we arrived at the Hotal Hora and unpacked, received our lift 
passes ·afid·w~re given general rules and orders. More importantly we 

~ were allotted our separate groups, the advanced group with Mr. Jacques: 
Will Blamey, Jon Dodson, Russ Fawn.and Sam Garllck; and the intermediate 
group with Mrs. Jacques: Jill Symes, Tim Cowley, John Gonoude, Andrew 
"Fred" J1acDonald, Ian Spence and Matthew, Dobbs. 

On the first skiing morning we were (in my room anYway!) all up~at 
7.00 a.m., ready for breakfast. After our one roll and cup ·of 
tea/coffee/chocolate we jumbled excitedly down to the ski room~·to 
collect our skis and sticks ready to hit the slopes - all except ,IIFred" 
MacDonald who, as far as the Hotel's skiing management,was aware, was 
non-existent. By 9.00 we were on the, slopes. We all moved as ,d.f, we had 
just doWned four or five excessively !arge .trebles - each of a,different 
spirit I Soon' we shaped"up. The slopes thems~lves were split into two 
main halv~~: Cervinia to Plan M~ison, the main areas ,for th~ 
intermediate skiers; ~nd Plan Maison to Plateau Rosa - the top, a 
special treat for the advanced skiers, although some of the intermediate 
skiers obviously managed to get lostl In these two areas there were 
numerous drag-lifts and chair-lifts and at least fifty-three weeks' 
enjoyable skiing. 

At 10.45 the advanced group was ready for-their lesson. It is a 
pity their instructor was notl It was something that we were to become 
used _to. Over the course of the week our lessons grew progressively 
better - we were actually taught. To give Halby, our instructor', his 
due, it is only fair to say that when he did teach us he was 
superlative. 

Lunch ~t 1.30 p.m. was very eatable. For the advanced group it was 
usually a rushed affair because our lessons infringed on the time 
available for lunch. 

After the advanced~ group's free skiing and the intermediate 
group's lessen most o-f -us washed or showered for dinner at 7.00 p.m. 
which, like all of our meals, was very acceptable. To wash dinner down 
we all visited the various 'houses' in the town and did down four or 
five excessiv~ly large treblesl' We were back in our rogms by 2.00-a~m.-

The hignpoint of the week for a lot of people was a day's, .skiing to 
Zermatt, one of' Switzer~and's most picturesque resorts. A' group of ten 
die-hards set off on the morning of the 31st and Ches.ter, a friend"of 
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Halby's, led the way. The first part o~ the journey was from Cervinia 
to Plateau Rosa by cablecar. From there to Zermatt was all downhill, 
although the pistes were quite .treacherous in par-ts. Sam Garlick 
decided 'that skiing on her feet was too difficult and so tried to go 
down on her head. She was. however, brave enough- to continue the 
journey after her quite severe fall. At Zermatt, the intrepid explorers 
had an enjoyable,meal in a'pleasant restaurant. The journey back to 

- ,Plateau 'Rosa was effected' by gondola and an exciting one and a"quarter 
hour ski back to Cervinia completed the day. They returned tired' but 
satisfied after twenty miles' glorious skiing. A general consensus of 
opinion ,showed that the Matterhorn looked more impressive on the Swiss 
side than on the Italian. 

For· the Shaftesbury members of the advanced group a trip down the 
Ventina run topped all others. This was glacier skiing at its best­
steep. slippery and fast. Only, the advanced group was allowed the 
privilege of experiencing its endless pleasures. Out of the five in the 
group at least three of us learnt important lessons. Mr. Jacques learnt 
not to snow-plough through mogul fields at high speeds; I learnt not to 
follow Mr. Jacques too pr.ecisely; and Russell Fawn learnt not to follow 
me because he ended with a real 'pearler'. 

There was only one word to describe the intermediate skiing 
instructor, Nell - nutterll The people In his group had to become 
proflcie'nt at skiing in 0:00 seconds to, be able to, survive the week. 
His routes were 'original', his speed, well! If you could ,ski 
'reasonably' then he was good because he knew the pistes but he was not 
a great success as a teacher. The only two English words he knew were 
"fast" and "faster". 

On Sunday, our last day's skiing,' we experienced our only day of 
cloudy weather. With our goggles on or off the 'piste ahead of us 
appeared.as flat as a plane mirror. Many of us went through rapid 
changes of attitude, mainly from vertical to horizontal. 

pn.New Year's Eve, Friday, Mr. Jacques stood us all~(t2t). a·round 
of 'drinks to see us into 1983. All-in-all we celebrated .three !New 
Years~. English, Italian and Turkish. but we only sang,1I Auld Lang Syne! 
on the British one. 

All the entertainments laid on by the school, by the Hotel and the 
S_chools Abroad Committee seemed to end in disaster for the members of 
S.G.S. The only' event that really went in our favour was the 
presentation of awards. At this point William Blamey deserves~a specIal 
menti9n because he was the. only person out of the 97 people receiving 
a~ards to win a coveted Italian gold. the rest of us r_eceiving silver. 
T~ree cheers for Shaftesburyl 

The most.worrying night for me was that of my escapade with the 
Hotel's pet. It was a small St. Bernard 'Shetland Pony' dog. Expe~ting 
no more than a hot chocolate with some friends I was taken by surprise 
when the animal leapt forward to make friends with my ankle. Blow 
Ba~bara~ ~o'o~house, I rani Quarter of an hour later I emerg~d quiv~ring 
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from behind my -chair when the barwoman had restrained,~the dog with- a 
c'hoke coilar-, and· removed it from the lounge by means of a"block'-a~d 
tackl_e. 

lie left the Hotel at 2.00 p.m. on Monday and 1I1l11am B18mey and 
myself rode to the airport with Guildford.High School girls. The flight 
from Turin was very turbulent but we were soon on the tarmac of Gatwick 
Airport, to 'be welcomed by the Great British ,rainclouds.' We arrived in 
Shaftesbury at approximately midnight, all very homesick for Cervin~a., 

A truly remarkable holiday for those that went on it and we ~ all say 
cl big "thank youll to Mr. Jacques, who pl'ayed a major part "in making it 
so enjoyable. ' 

J. DODSON 

• SKIIXG Ax COLLE DI TEHDA 

The group ·of twenty-six departed in high spirits, despite the __ '"rain, 
at about 9 a.m. on a Thursday. The tedious coach journeys; we .1ioped, 
wo~ld be compensated for by the excellent holiday. News of a delayed 
flight further disheartened us but surprisingly the time passed quickly. 
The- flight was interesting ••• ears popped; pe'!'ple looked sick; there 
was some turbulence - and much cramp. The customs-officers at'Turin did 
not greet us with too 'much enthusiasm; they-were equipped with guns' and. 
truncheons as though they we're expecting a bunch of convict"s. We were 
drl ven to the Fissore Hotel i~ a typical foreign coach, dirty, cra~ped 
.arid vandalised.' 

Arriving at the Fissore, hungry, thirsty and tired, we received ·our 
supper - soup and greasy fish and chips, which was not exactly to our 
liking after the journey. The dormitori'es were 'quite respectable and we 
s-lep,t four to a room. At 12 p.m. Italian time we were issued with 

'p'oots; ,sticks and skies. 

The following day was not the best ,day to- iook back on for some 
beginners. After. an indigestible, dry roll for breakfast, we had the 

'hoTrendous task of carrying our equipment to the slopes and t-hen -the 
exciting challenge.of skiing itself - an unforgettable -experience. 
Certain people, whilst listening to the instructor, began to wander off, 
'out riot intentionally, unable to pr'everit 'a speedy descent down' the s_lope 
resulting in bruised and injured limbs and a great'deal of laughter. 

The second skiing day held a lot of adventure, mostly for the 
'beginners, as it was' their first unsteady ride up the drag l'ift. 
Meanwhile, P.D.J. and C.A.G. were going about their ow~ business on- ,the 
harder slopes, making us look like invalids. The disco that night, was 
thoroughly enjoyable and the two later in the ,week were much the same. 
on the Sunday evening we were occupied at a pizza parlour, which turned 
out to provide the best food of the holidayl 

The following day some people were taken to Monte Carlo, which 
turned out to be a disappointing trip. The hot weather made the long 
coach jou~ney uncomfortable and cany of the shops were closed. 
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There was also an lilt's a Knockout" night. ,This consisted of: fun 
and ;games, with inter-school competit:l.ons. S.G~S.- came third out of 
five. 

The .night before we left, all were presented with their ski awards, 
which were of quite a good standard. 

The holiday on the whole was good. The skiing was excellent and 
the instructors could not have been more friendly.. The weather was 
adequately hot and descending a mountain on crisp snow inhal~ng lungfuls 
of lovely fresh air was an exhilarating experience. Many people took 
home a suntan and.accounts of the holiday and, even now, the skiers 
reminisce about. It. 

N. GREENHALL 

SIXTH FOBH LONDON TRIP • 1982 

The coach journey from Shaftesbury to London for the educational 
trip around the Capital began at 7~30 a .. m. on Wednesday 31st March. 
The choice of places to visit was wide and we had all sorted out 'our 
activities beforehand .. 

The group that I was a member of was headed by Mr. Brooks and our 
plan for the day was a visit to the Barbican, followed b'y a pastoral 
pilgrimage to St. Paul's, on to Regency, and finally a visit to the 
B.B.C. studios at White City. 

The Barbican was magnificent and its modern design was a pleasure 
to look at. The interior housed a colourful variety of modern art which 
hung from, the roof and walls with the centre-piece being like a 
stainless steel chandelier of immense size and stature. We had our 
packed lunch here snd, then progressed .to St. 'Paults Cathedral! 

From St. Paul's we travelled to Regency snd saw the oldest shop in 
London, 'The Old Curiosity Shop'. The shop was packet! with souvenir's 
which seemed to make the shop bulge. On further insp~ction, however, it 
became clear that the building was leaning forward and that this had­
distorted ;:he front door and the floor to such a degree -t~at the walls 
seemed convex. 

Next on our agenda were the T.V. Studios at White City. We arrived 
at White City at 5.00 p.m. and were met by Eric Walmsley, a Producer and 
Old Boy. He took us around the studios, the prop departments and showed 
uS the production team for "Top of the Pops". The high point of our 
B.B~C. tour was when we saw "Top of the Pops" bein'g rehea"rsed for 
,recording. ,John Peel was the D.J. with "Bardot", "Ultravox", "Status 
Quo" and many other groups performing. We also saw Bl1ly- Connolly 
cooking in rehearsal for Michael PB;rkinson's last show, along with 
studio filming of a Shakespeare play. We were too early to see 
"Tomorrow's World" being rehearsed but we got a look at the studio and 
scenery. 
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-- -- -----

Eric Walmsley' gav~ us a goqd, insight into-T.V. pro4uction'from 
costume to -camera technology and 'to Government-subsidized. -meals, ',which 
were cheap and good.. Our thanks must theref~re "go to Hr., Eric Walmsley 
for,such an enjoyable afternoon. 

B. DAVISON 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Other small, groups of' sixth Formers, each with -8 member 
of staff,""'Weii"t to the Houses of Parliament, the Tate Gallery, Natural 
History and Science Museums - not to mention Harrods, Oxford St., -and 
Carnaby St. In the evening we all met up f,?r a perfo~ance of tlpass the 
Butler", commented on elsewhere • 

Towards the end of the last school year, a band of keen third-years 
joined the IIfull-timet! staff, after a trial period of several months, as 
nominal assistants to the more experienced fifth and sixth ,years. Now 
there Is an adequate number of librarians who strive, In a~d -out of 
school time, to keep the library tidy and efficient. They do a good 
job, but the success and usefulness of the library depends on the co­
operation and attitude of each'member of the School. 

S.G.S. is very fortunate to have such an extensive and available 
library, and now that there are only two terms left for the library, as 
for the rest of the School, we are determined to maintain the-efficient 
standards and tidy effective~ess -that have ben attained in the past. ~ 

Of course, we look forward to adding a~other page to the history of 
our l~pra~y as we move ~ut to the new building and a new'future. 

The Librarians now are: R. Jones, c. Saynor, J. Pickard,,,M •. Lyon, 
H~ Pook, M. Wi~tingham, s. Mltchel1, T. Flatau, "J. Burton. 

J. PICKARD 

Once upori 1!. !!!!. ••••. 
•••• in 1964, the Library moved into its present premises - or, rather 

back into· ,the, '0:1:1g1nal room, re~designed and re-furnished. 
~en 1- came here, in 1963, the Library was a dull brown room boasti~g_ a 
few glass-f~onted bookcases. Dirty textbooks were_ stored 'a19ft, where 
the present gallery is, and were reached "by means of a rickety ladder. 
A partition could be moved into p'lace to turn the are>a into two 
classrooms. This dIvIdab1e room was the terrItory of the formIdable 
sl~th form, and a ,llttl.e sllqIng, pane ~n the end windqw by .the existing 
magazine rack enabled prefect~ to communicate stentorlously with outside 
offenaers. 

Upon three young men in particular - JIm Farrand, 'Tub' Marshall 
and 'Dill Lewis - fell the responsibility of first of all removing all 
the books from the laId' library to the Nissen hut 'Range' for storage;­
and then returning them after the renovation, cataloguing, classifying 
and - where necessary - covering and numbering them. 
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The County allowed us a relatively genero,us special grant ~or new 
books" for three years ~nd Old Boys and friends contributed too. Numbers 
quickly built ,up from the 2000 or so initial volumes to more than 5000, 
when lack of space became a problem. We had another. island bookcase 
made, to raise the room's capacity to the present 6000 books. 

None of this would have been possible without the help of many 
enthusiastic boy librarian,s. There are several who come to mind ap'art 
from the three pioneers mentioned aboye: particularly "Dicky" Dyke, Jan 
Larcombe and George Bingham. 

We cannot claim never to have closed, but for seven days a week, 
twelve or more hours a day, the Library ~as been available for boys to 
read in, study in or just borrow books from. Every term the stock has 
been meticulously checked by Librarians and volunteers; twice a year 
County Library books have been chosen and'temporarily added to our 
stock. 

Like the School, perhaps, the Library is ready for re-organisation 
and new premises. The room awaiting us in the Upper School is generous 
~n size, wi th superb views towards Cranborne Chase and the' Blackmore 
Vale. A carpeted floor, new furniture, many new books, a new teacher­
librarian, with part-time ancillary help, should ensure a fine 'start to 
a new chapter. We look forward to it. 

P.J.R. 

YOUTH SPEAKS, 1982 and 1983 

The team entered for this annual competition in '1982 consisted of 
Alistair Ellen as Chairman, Alexander Selwood as the principal Speaker 
and Richard Muddimer as the Proposer of the Vote of Thanks. They made 
an impressive team and Alexander Selwood's speech on' the subject of a 
Skiing HO"llday contained 'some light hearted touches which wer~ well 
appreciated by the audience. Our team was placed third by the judges. 
The team 'from Christy's came a well deserved first, followed by, a team 
fran Croft House. ' 

In the 1983 Competi"tion,' Russell Fawn, Chairman; ·john Pickard, 
principal Speaker; and Gregory Shaw as the Proposer of·the Vote of 
Thanks represented the Gr~mmar School. John Pickard spoke on the 
subject of "Playground Memo'ries" and aroused both amusement a'nd 
nostalgia among older ,members of the audience about those half~forgo~ten 
Primary School days: the Apri~ Fool's Day jokes, the insulting epithets 
describing school dinners and the parodies of well known carols. This 
team was placed fi'rst in the local, Shafteshury round of the competition 
and went forward to PooIe for the next stage. 

F.C.H. 
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Enthusiasm for classroom meet~ngs has been at a low level for the 
past eighteen months or so; but'we have been slightly more active 
outdoors. 

The pond at Breach Common provided good sport in 1981 but rather 
-more variable results in the summer of 1982. Although the pond was in 
good condition, thanks to the Parents l Association provision of aquatic 
herbiclde~ the small fish seemed -to be fewer than previously. ·We 
drained the pond, with an ingenious system of syphons and the help of a 
very muddy Roy Kerley and lason Perry, in late August and came to the. 
conclusion that the carp, between two and four pounds, had become. too 
dominant. The pond is now full' again and re-stocking with tench 'Will 
take place before the season begins in June. 

We have: had two outings to Donliead Ponds, the first: to fish and the 
-.;. second to' help with the draining made necessary by a cO,llapsing dam 

wall. There were a few fish, mostly tench, caught on the,,,first. occasion 
and plenty seen and handled on the second. Add plenty of mud and a 
massive bonfire, fine weather and a picnic, and we had all the necessary 
ingredients for a successful day, enjoyed by seven second formers. 

The Angling Club has been a regu~ar feature of School life for 
about fifteen years. We have fished a good many local waters and have 
twice ventured abroad, to fish the mighty bream-filled Shannon. More 
recently we "have enjoyed pursuing the barbel at Throop on the lower 
Stour. Already boys from Christy's School regularly fish in the IISchool 
Pondll and I am sure ,that our I?oVe into the new School will see a bigger, 
more active club. 

P.J.R. 

SIXIH FORM DISCUSSION GROUP 

1981 - 1982: With the start of a new school year the Thursday afternoon 
ritual of descending upon the High School Sixth Form. Common Room for a 
weekly d,ebate on widely diverse subjects b~gan again after ~he long 
summer break. 

Sceptical organizers we,re pleasantly surprised by the overwhelming 
support shown from the very first session and this was maintained 
throughout the year, with only four "Thursdays missed - and these ~nly in 
the dreade,d examination weeks of June. 

AS'~sual, just about everything_was argued abo~t and, as usual, 
nothing was ever solved: the_ Falklands crisis continued, Russia and 
U.S.A. are still battling out the ever-accelerating arms race" and there 
remain many diverse religions over all_ the world. 

~r. Morgan characteristically proved his view t~ be right, wh_atever 
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the issue. Indeed he has this verbal manipulation, developed to such a 
fine art that even we end up agreeing 'with him. Mr. Rolfe, the other 
regular staff attender, remained his usual ca~m and collecte~ self -
most of the time -" preaching Shakespeare and slandering television; He 
developed

c 

an interesting technique of attempting to silence the rather 
talkative Mr. Morgan, as a result of which the latter ate three­
quarters of a pack of extra-strong mints every Thursday. 

We' -had two guest speakers during the year: Mr. Stanley Mansbridge, 
'who recounted his American experiences and read us a poem; and Mr. 'Tim 
Gorringe, a Marxist friend of Mr. Morgan, who talked about his work in 
'the Third World and' inspired a lively discus-sion. 

The year ended with a small party in the G.S. Library, when, for 
once, discuss'ion was secondary to eating and drinking. 

Thanks to all who attended and particularly to Lucinda Cox and 
Heather Leach for providing refreshments unfailingly every week. I hope 
that re-organisation will see this society go from strength to ~trengthj 
it provides a very valuable form of 'enjoyment. -

A. SELWooD 

1982 - 1983: After an enthusiastic start to the academic year, support 
for -the Discussion- Group pas 'dwindled to a ,faithful few at the time of 
writing. This has happened before - and no doubt we shal-l rise again 
from the ashes, a phoenix re-born. It is too valuable and,enjoyable-an 
activity to be allowed to fade away. 

P.J.R. 

GRAHIIAB. SCHOOL ROCK 

As well as a flock of academics at this school, there is a rock 
groupl Originally formed in September of' last year, the first name was 
"Tungus Event", an obscure name proposed by one of the original members, 
S. Marks, who ~s since turned 'trendy'. The line-up was Rashid' Jussa -
Guitar, S. Marks - Guitar and Vocals, Mark 'Dougal' Stevens-Bass, and 
Andy Thorn - Drums. The group was formed to play at a VIth f9rm social 
and our first practice together was while we were setting everything up 
on the day itselfl That half-hour was nerve wracking, but we were not 
booed off s~age so we must have be~n-at least- tolerablel 

Soon, however, our vocalist/guitar hero left us and so a new singer 
had to be found. However, in the end, we got Julian 'Dill' Lipscombe, 
so adding the only sex appeal to our group. The next venue was to be 
th~ Arts Centre on the 18th of February and so the rejuvenated line~up, 
of Rashid Jussa - axe hero, Julian Lips~ombe - tortured screaming, Mark 
Stevens ,- the low rumbling nois,e, and Andy Thorn - nerve-wrenching drum 
thrashing, practised, almost vigorously, towards this date. . 

Then DISASTER. Our backer, Trevor of the Boys' Club, let us down 
and so we had to cancel the 'gig'. On top of this dismaying blow came 
the devastating news 'that Andy had sold his drum kit. Disappointed, but 
undaunted, the terrible trio soldiered onwards, bearing with pride the 
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name tJEDAltI. We had renamed aursel ves as -soon 8S S. Marks- "left the 
~roup. 

At the 'moment, we are facing a p,erlod of 'relative inactivity, ~ince 
we'are all facing "NI Levels in June. However, 'in the summer we hope to 
do many more concerts and wil~ continue working on songs, from the pen of 
the infamous guitarist, whose constant song writing Is a source of 
dismay, especially to 'Dill', who has to learn all the words. 

So, until the summer, remember our name and even then do~lt forget 
it. y~u never know, you may have known someone famousll 

CHESS CUJB 

We enjoyed a mixed season in Chess in 1982 • 
we fielded a young team which shows promIse for 
four matches of which we won two and lost two. 

S.G.S. v Port Regis 
Christy's v S.G.S. 
S.G.S. v Blandford 
Port Regis v S.G.S. 

lost 4-20 
won 12-11 
lost 6-18 
won 15-10 

R. Jussa 

Against other schools, 
the future. We played 

We also had our own knockout tournament in which twenty-two people 
took part and in the end D. Marshall beat S. Pitk1n in the final. It 
was a worthwhile tournament to show off our skills. > 

During the year, there was also a chess congress 'which was held at 
Port Regis. Several schools from around th~' area took part and'there 
were three s_ections: the under 12's, the under> 14's, and an open 
section. In the under 14'~ G. Hunt came ,fourth and in the 'open 
section, which we ,had won for the last three years, P. Field, lost in a 
play'-o'ff to d_ecide the .~inner. 

This year we played Port Regis ,but we lost again. We the-n.played 
in a tournament against six other schools in which we came fourth. 
Although we ,have not had great success in terms of results, I think 
everybody who plays in these matches enjoys them ~mmense~y. 

P. Field 
--------------------. '.. -, 
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RUGBY 

Firsr..XV 

The following played regularly for the XV! C. Laing (Captain), 
N.Pragnell (Vice-Captain), L. Sycons, D. Fel!", D. Marsh, W. Lundqvist, 
M.Sutton, R. Larcocbe, A. Cunninghac, S. Hussey, D. Wa~ker, J. Cash, 
J.Perry, D. Hiscock, A. Ellen, S. Lancaster. 

The following also played: A~ Selwood, B. Davison, J. Cox, 
P. Johnson. 

Results 

v. Blandford Upper Won 61-4 
v. Bournec.outh Cancelled 
v. Sherborne Won 18-6 
v. Clayesc.ore Won 9-6 
v. Wells Cathedral School Lost. 4-29 
v. Foster's Won 18-3 
v. Hilton Abbey Won 17-14. 
v. Old Boys XV Won 15-11 
v. Bournecouth Lost lq:-20 
v. Foster's Drawn 6-6 

Colours were awarded to C. Laing, N. Pragnell, L. Syc.ons, D.F~ll,. 
D. Marsh, W. LU1\dqvist, J. Perry. 

Old Boys representing their Club against t!te School ~ere: 

C.Gr1f!~ths" A. Roberts, I. Johnston~, C. Kirby-Wil~iac.s, M. Wa~by, 
N.Johnstone, L. Vaughan, ,M. AlIen, N. Basford, R. Culle_n, N. Burd, 
M.Waterson, S. 'MU'ton, S. Wagstaff, M. Locke'. -

We lost our trial match against the men'of North Dorset ·R.F.C. with 
a very inexperienced side but there was certainly potential for a 
promising season, ,as was shown by _our convincing win oyer Blandford 
Upper School' (61~4): . , 

Like last year, the team,was blessed wi'th a strong -3/4' line with 
excellent individual talent being displayed.- Even though the pack was 
small and inexperienced our opposition found it very hard to push us off 
the ball. As the season progressed the XV began to play as a teac. 
Ho·wever, .yet again we fell victic to Wells Cathedral (4-29) and 
Bournemouth (10-20) but these were the only two defeats of the season, 
with the last catch against our old rivals, Foster's, resulting in a 
penalty dray (6-6). 

I~ was good to see the Old Boys field a-a strong'lst xv. However 
they were not quite up to our· standards and~we beat thee (15-11) in an 
enjoyable gace. 

It cannot be denied that this was the cost successfu~ 1st xv for 
seven years. 

The following C. Laing, L. Sycons, D. Fell, J., Perry, 
W.Lundqvist, D. Hiscock, S. Hussey and D. Walker, represented North 
'Dorset teams throughout the season, culcinating in victory in a 7-a-side 
area plate competition. 

c. LAING 
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Sccond.XV 

Results 

v. Clayesmore Won 19-3 
v. Wells Cathedral School Lost 48~3 

v. Foster's Won 22-12 
v. Milton Abbey Lost 30-0 
v. Old Boys Won 28-19 
v. Foster's Lo~t 47-11 

The following played regularly: J. Calcott, R." Jussa, L.ROCIanillos, 
G. Sage, M. Greenhall, S. Lanc;aster, .W. Gay, J. Cox, P. Harding, 
D.Woodrow, H. Rob'inson, B. Davison, T. Cowley an~ M. Lanhac:. 

The following _also played: J. ,Lane, D. Thrussell, R. Muddim~r, 
M.Ritchie, K. Symons, J. Gonoude, P. Field, S. Griffit~s, K. ~homas, 
S.Thomas, J~ Cash, G. Cooper, S. Humberstone. 

An I~A" XV beat Gillingham School 25-21. The following Flayed: 
J.Calcott, M. Sutton, P. Johnson', L. ROClanlllos, D. Walker, J. Cash, 
S.Lancastcr, T. Cowley, W. Gay, M. Robinson, J. Cox, B. Davison, 
S.Hw:1berstone, A. Ellen, R. Larcombe, D. Hiscock. 

Under-IS XV 

Results 

v. Blandford Upper Won 47-6 
v. Bournemouth Cancelled 
v. Sherborne Won 12-4 
v. Clayesmore Won .21-0 
v. Wells Cathedral School Lost 4-10 
v. Milton Abbey Lost 16-18 
v. Bournemouth Lost 28-29 
v. Gulingham Won 32-8 
v. Foster's Lost 20-18 

The following played regularly: l. Krysztofiak (Captain), 
P. Seidl (Vice-Captain), J. Leach, W. Blatley, R. Kerley, A.Plumbe, 
O~Spenc~r, S. Jeffery, M. Briggs, J. Perry, R. Fell, N. Greenhalf, 
S.Higson, D. O'Neal, l. Spence, ~. Hunday. 

The following also played: R. HaQl:londs, D. Porteous, N. Hunt, 
M.Latng, M. Foster, H. Baco~, l. O'sbornc, P. Leighton, B. Gray. 

Sparta_ns 
Trojans 
Corlnthlans 
Romans 

House Hatcbes 

Compined Senior a~d Jun~or Results Table 
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1 
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First: XV 

This year's rugby XV was relatively young, containing five 5th 
formers, and looked as though it would be handicapped by its lack of 
size. In our "trial" game against No-rth Dorset R.F.C. 2nd XV our scrum 
proved itself to-be a base of support and the main reason for the defeat 
l1as a lack of tackfing in the line. The defeat did not daQpen the team 
spirit and the next two games, against Blandford and Bournemouth, wc won 
convincingly. 

At Sherborne we suffered our first defeat by another school, our 
excuse being that it was an exeat, and the previous night certain 
members of the XV had attended a party. Their play tbe next day was 
therefore not altogether convincing. 

The real trauma of the season arose when the coach was forced to 
leave for Clayesmore without our outstanding No. 8, I. Krysztofiak. 
During the journey several plans were put forward to try and cope with 
the problem but fortunately five minutes before kick-off he arrived on a 
borrowed bicycle, a tribute' to his d~dication to rugby. We went on to 
win the game with some very aggressive scrum play. 

Wells cathedral caught us revel'ling in the previous week's victory 
and reminded us of the importance of wingers and overlapping when on the 
attack. 

The hoee catch against Foster's proved the theory that the Gracmar 
School only play good rugby in the second half of a catch. Froe being 
9-0 down ,at half-time we managed to sn·atch a 13-13 draw wIth a lucky 
drop-kick frOQ S. Lancaster. ' 

Perhaps the biggest disappointment of the season was the defeat by 
Milton Abbey., It was one of the matches we could have, and should have, 
won. However, we lacked cohesion and a few break-away, tries enabled 
Abbey to win tbe initiative. 

The old Boys defeated the 1st XV in a good hard match. Their team 
was lead by A. Whitley and included some excellent forwards, for example 
M." Allen, M. Walby and T. Prideaux, all of whom still play club rugby. 

The return match against Bournemouth resulted in another victory 
for the Grammar School and he"nce we- had completed the "double" over 
the~, the eost notable achievement of the season. 

The final match of 1st XV Rugby at S.C.S., unfortunately ended in 
defeat at the hands of.Foster's.' The game was not very entertaining 
because of the excessive kicking by the opposition's fly-half, who took 
advantage of Foster's sloping pitch. 

In general the season was a successful one. Our pack was led by ~ 
Larcoobe and the line had shown glimpses of what it was capable of. A. 
Ellen's kicking was on the whole good, and J. Calcott played some 
brilliant attacking rugby from his position as full-back. Seven Colours 
were aw-arded, showing th~ high quality of rugby in the School. 

The players were: S. Lancaster (Capt.), R. Larcombe (V.,Capt.), J. Cox, 
G. NeedhamrClark, T. Cowley, S. Jeffery, J. Perry. I. Krysztofiak, 
A.J.Ellcn, P. Johnson, D. O'Neal, R. Jussa, H. Cole, J. Calcott, 
S. Hussey, C. Cooper, M. Briggs. 

-Colours were awarded to: S. Lancaster, R. Larcombe, J. Cox, 
G. NeedhamrClark, T. Cowley, I. Krysztofiak and J. Calcott. 

48 



t' 

" 

, 
~. 

Results 

v. North Dorset R.F.C. A Lost 6-44 
v. Blandford Upper A Won 38-4 
v. Bourneoouth A Won 22-10 
v. Sherborne L Lost 4-30 
v. Clayestlore A Won 17-0 
v. Wells Cathedral H Lost 9-23 
v. Foster's H Drew 13-13 
v. Milton Abbey H Lost 6-16 
v. Old Boys H Lose 3-14 
v. BourneClOuth H Won 20-14 
v. Foster's A Lose 4-14 

The following Old Boys played against the School: 

1st XV A. Whitley (Capt.), M. Suooers, D. Fell,: M. Walby, L.Syc.ons, 
'P:iloughton, R. Cullen, D. Walker., M. AlIen, W. Walworth, D. Locke; 
T.Prideaux, J. Perry, J. Macassey,~D. Field. 

2nd XV B. St1ith (Cape.), D. Harrison, G. Silk, H. Bigwood, J.Cash, 
c.ROgerson, S. Trevls, N. Basford, S. Huaberstone, W. Gay, R. Locke, 
~.J. 'Marsh, P. Shrubsole, M Locke; R. Sargent 

v. Wells 
v. Fost"er.' S 

v. Milton Abbey 
v. Foster's 
v. old Boys 

Second XV-

Results 

A 
H 
H 
A 
H 

Lose 
Lost 
Won 
Lost 
Lose 

S. Lancaster 

0-40 
4-24 
8-4 
0-23 
3-8 

The following played regularly: S. Gr~fflths (Capt.), D. Woodrow, 
P. Se'idl, S. Thoaas, K. Thooas, I. Spence, J. Lane, J. Dodson, N. 
Greenhafl, R. Kerley, W. Blaaey, S. Hussey, -G. Burton, G. Cooper, A. 
HacDonald, -M. Briggs. 

,Third XV 

Mr. Dennis Silk, a former "blue" and England Test cricketer and now 
Headmaster of Radley College, pronounced recently that the true'measure 
of the state of gaoes in a school" was not the quality of the 1st XV, but 
of its 3rd XV. . 

The 1982 XV was not as strong, perhaps, as past teams, for it had 
fewer Upper Vlth "heaviesll than usual, but it lacked nothing in spirit 
or enthusiasm: the dynamism of Nick Greenhall-at scrum~half and the 
outspoken deterQination of Cerry Burton,_ No. 8 and pack leader, ensured 
this. It was an unusually young XV; ten.or eleven of the' team were 
fifth forcers. 

As always, the policy of the 1982 XV was to get the ball to the 
three-quarters and then run it ••• much to the delight of wing 3/4's who 
were often embarrassed with so much possession. Creenhall and ·1. Palmer 
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developed a good understanding at half-back. and N. Rune and R. Fell' had 
plenty of opportunity to use the'ir speed and power and· change of pace in 
the centre., Very lit'tl~ was likely to stop ColliS: on the wing, or 
Osborne. ~ . 

But so cuch depends on_the forwards. We were not too opCimisCic 
about the 1982 pa-ck but in fact it proved far better than we dared hope. 
A. Hiller and J. teacp as props gave crunching support to the incisive 
hooking of Blatley and proved tireless workers in the loose play. O. 
Spencer, P. Virgo and J. Lipscombe shared the 2nd row and principal 
line-out positions. The· back row of H. Foster, G. Burton 'and H. Antell 
worked tremendously hard and the etlergence of Antell as such a quick and 
aggr~ssive wing forward was something of a revelation. 

The highlight of the season was the two matches with Milton Abbey. 
The £ir'~t enco~nt~rJ' aw4y, which we lost by 6~O, ·had proved so·,hard­
fought and enjoyable a match ,that a re'turn was arranged. Although -their: 
team was somewhat weakened by 'flu and calls to provide replacements -for 
their 2nd XV at Clayesmore, Hilton Abbe'y forced us to play our very best 
t~ win 25-4. 

it is difficult to get fixtures for our 3rd.XV as few schools 
outside the independent school circuit seem' able to raise that nUl:lber of . 
senior rugby teams. Indeed, it is sad to repo-rt that Clayesmore, who 
with us lIinvented" 3rd XV Rugby sOl:1e eight or nine years ago, were 
unable to custer a XV this season. Yet 3rd XV rugby can be-so rewarding 

both for the players, many of whom arc putting on a School-team jersey 
for the first time, and~for the schoolmasters who coach and run the 
teams. There's enormous enehusiasm, a willingness to learn, and an 
intense loyalty to the team. 

The 3rd XV at S.G.S. is now something of an institution, and over 
the last five or six years would not in any way have disappointed Hr. 
Silk. 

H.J .W. 

Under-IS XI 

Wc have become used to a hard-core 0'£ rugby enthusiasts in the 4th 
Form from which we draw our Colts' XV the Blamey/Burto'L1/Greenhall 
/Jussa/Krysztofiak/Leach/Hiller/Perry/Seidl crew of 1981, fo'r instance. 
There was none about in 1982. The larger, heavier boys one relies on to 
form the nucleus of a pack were not cuch interested in the rough and 
eucble of,rugby football, and the 1982 Colts XV thus started with a 
disadvantage: winning possession,of the ball was likely to be fortuitous 
except against the weaker'opposition. 

La1ng, Pitkin, and Dodson eould·always be relied on to work very 
hard in the loose play but, although a number of players were tried out, 
the pack as a whole seldom really worked as a unit in set pieces, nor 
was it aggressive enough in snapping-up the loose ball and making ie 
safe. ' -

Such an uncertain service from the fo'rwards gave scant encourage­
ment to Richardson and Angell at scrum-half and outside-half: their work 
was often rushed and usually the three-quarters' runningcw~s ,done under 
pressure. This was ~ pity, 'for Higson and Greenh;all in the centre were 
capable of incisive-and p~werful running and ,had we been able to feed 
theo, our wing three-quarters, SQith and PoW-ell,. were potentially very 
quick. 
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In defence, our backs left much to be desired: occasionally Higson 
and Greenhall could be relied upon -to put their men down but the 
tackling elsewhere was none-to~ resolute. 

In the opening match ,we defeated a ClayesC10re XV that had been back 
at school only a few days -and -were unprepared; we· were well beaten in 
the return ca_tch later in the ter~. Yet we did Clanage- to put our game 
together in one memorable encounter: having lost too heavily and too 
casi'ly to Bourner.outh early In the term, we outplayed theQ in the return 
Clatch. Having deQonstrated that we could turn on a perforQance, we 
relapsed In the followlng catchesl 

TeaQS Were drawn froe the followlng:- S. Higson (Captain), 
H. Lalng (V.Captain), A. Pluche, M: Foster, D. Porteous, A.Pltkln, 
D.Dodson, C. Greenhall, T. Richardson, P. Angell, P. Scith, C. Powell, 
K. Crane, H. Street, M. Young, S~ Brown, R. Gwl1lic, R. Fookes, . 
A .Dawson, M. Bacon, T. Pike, G. C;:radock, P. Hal);cock, D. Bonfield. 

'Results 

v. Clayesmore Away Won 
v. Blandford Upper- "'ay Lost 
v. Bournemouth Away Lost 
v,, Wells Cathedral Hoee Lost 
v. Milton Abbey Away Lost 
v. Bournecwuth 'Home Won 
v. Clayesmore Away LOst 
v. Sherborne Away Drew 

This season we achieved much success, if'not In results"then in the 
increased enthusiasCl, which -is of equal ieportance. 'Although we lost. 

,two vital playersJ-from the team, Craig Griffiths and Lee Vaughan, 
Jonathan Perry and"Jonathan Cash replaced them. The palr su'ddenly 
decided "co play squash more seriously and thus at.a t:luch h!gher level. 

On Friday nights ~e got together ~o play one another, which not 
only kept us reasonably in shap~ but also allowed us to play people with 
different styles and abllities and no.t necessarily in the dquash ceae., 
On occaslons Mr. Simmonds, Hr. Gregory and Hr. Rolfe would also play, 
~hich probably did thee the world of good as i't was In contrast to the 
comparatively unenergetic occupation of t~achingl 

Unfortunately, we were unable to beat Warminster School in their 
full-sized courts. However, we settled down much quicker when playing 
Milton Abbey and discovered Hark Greenhall playing SOme trecendous 
squash with_ tenacity and- cool-hea'dedness. unlike his opp'onent, who 
succumbed to Hark's persistence in the fifth set. We won ~he challenge 
3-2. 

The well-established tradition of a very select. team from Pyt House 
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challenging our finest players was continued-this year. However, part 
of 'the tradition was broken beca'use this year the wrong teat:!, won and we 
found oursel ves· not only with the final defeat of the year but also very 
low morale. But then-there is always next year. 

None of the fixtures would have been pos'sible had it not been for 
Mr.'Simt:l.onds' hel'p and we are all grateful for hiS in'volvetlent in the 
spor~. On the whole, -this season can be described as a successful one 
and if the enthusiasm is the same next term then there is no reaSon why 
the SchC?ol sho'uld not have a strong team since there are a number of 
promising seniors on the way. Stephen Griffiths has been appointed 
Squash Captain. 

The 1st VI: Martin Sutton, Stephen Griffiths, Jonathan Cash, 
Jonathan Perry~ Wai~ Lundqvist, Mark Greenhall. 

M. A. Sutton 

This season, Shaftesbury GraClllar School fielded three teatls, the 
"BII and "C" teaes 'surviving' in the third division, and the "AII team 
proving core coapetitive in their second successive year on the first 
division, of the Shaftesbury and District Table Tennis League. 

Paul Field, Jul1an Webb, Sicon Higson an~ Robin Willia~s, (now 
left), make up the IIC" teaCl, which in fact has become more successful 
than the liB" teac, of Phi lip Seidl, Ian Krysztofiak, Sieon Hussey and 
the younger thIrd forcer, Chrlstoph~r Greenhall. 

The IIA" team is headed by Mr. Peter Rolfc, who, with Nicholas 
Greenhall-, enjoyed a season of almost unbeatable consistency. Stephen 
Griffiths had a slow start to the season, but began to win far more 
~games in the second h~lf. 

Despite the pressure from schoolwork and exam,s, all the players 
have been very keen and wIlling to play an arduous fixture test. As the 
season progressed, an. increasingly competitive attitude has shown 
itself~ but in no way has this affected our sportsmanship a~d enjoyment. 

The ~port also gives us a chance to meet new people, 
.end'iog up with a-social 'chat' over coffee and 1,i8<:.u'its. 
views on the n-ight's pe'rformances are usuaily the theme of 

each evening 
Conflicting 
discussion. 

A better ~nowledge of the surrounding area is gained through away 
matches. In .fact,_ this is not shared by the "B" and "c" teaos, as they 
"have no method, of transport. The "A" team, with, the transport froe Mr. 
Rolfe. visit a wide range of venues, including a desolate factory's­
dining room, cany noisy village halls, a boys' club, barns and garages. 
In fact in the second division, we on-ce played a fixture 'in a room 
connected to a pub. 

As with any sport. there is always the occasional freak result. 
For exacple'. o'ur "c" teae lost 10-0 to the Ashmore "C'! teaCl, away. but 
previo,u-sly. ~t hOCle, we had lost a close-run gaee only 6::'4. 'The "A" 
teae, t~O, had a shock result. managing to draw wit~ Iwerne Minster, by 
far the' best teatl in the League, with Nicholas Greenhall winning all 
three g~mes. and pa~t~ering Mr. Rolfe in the winning doubles. 

In generai •. it i8 fair'to say that sports fscilities at the School 
are poor; this is not true with table tennis. The Old Shastonians' 
sizeable investcent in a new table has paid off by increasing interest 
and enthusiasm. which. chan~elled by Mr. Rolfc's contribution in both 
leadership and coaching, has caused the sport to flourish. 

S. CRIFFITHS 

52 



• 

ASSOCIATlOll POOTBALL 
~982 and 1983 

First Xl 

We were looking for another excellent season. Seven of the highly 
successful _1981 side were back at School. "Perhaps we could better the 
1981 record? 

It was a wretched start to the season. Snow and ice caused almost 
no practice and the cancellation of two matches., Muddimer and Latng -
he fe!'l down an uncharted manhole on the Hawksdene playing fieldl - ",ere 
missing through injury. Wc lost the opening games 1-0' to Bishop 
Wordswotth's and 2-6 to a'very lively but young Frame College Xl. A 
fortnight's lull, and tbe Xl began to perform 08 we'd hoped. A poten­
tially very strong Old Boys Xl wos put down 5-1. Too confident, 
perhaps, we faced a 'weak' Foster's Xl (Is there such a thing?) and, 
struggled to bold them 2-2, but thereafter a string of, wins followed: 
Downside 6-4, Blandford Upper 3-2, Bournemouth 3-0 (a fine!!!! perfor­
mance this), Warminster 2-1. 

The heart of the side was the midfield, who produced a proper blend 
of resolute ball-winning -,how well Simon Lancaster and' Mark Greenhall 
did this - and creative play and finishing. Cash and Scephen Griffiths 
(especially) had excellent seasons. 

Our twin 
campaigners. 
goalscorers. 

strikers, Chris Laing and David Marsh, were seasoned 
They worked hard and skilfully and were the chief 

The defence was pretty dependable, and so it should have been. 
James Calcott was the only 'newcomer' and he quickly settled into the 
right-back position. Pragnell, Lundqvist and Sucton were as good as 
before, but it was noticeable that the defence looked really tight ,only 
when Muddimer ,was there at centre-defender. 

The Xl was a stable combination on the whole, and seldom had to 
call on reserves: D. Walker, A.J. Ellen, L. Romanillos, Jon Perry 
played on occasions and made their contribution to a successful season. 

What of the 1963 Xl? Simon Lancaster has bad the unenviable task 
of leading a very young and inexperienced side rather lacking in 
physique. Several players from the 1962 Xl whom he could have expected 
to be in his Xl proved unavailable: Mark-Greenhall and James Calcott bad 
left school; Stephen Griffiths was 'out' with recurrent back trouble. 
It was a severe blow to the Xl - and to the boy himse'lf - that Richard 
Muddimer broke down early in the opening catch with a recurrence of the 
knee injury that had dogged him since the 4th FOrD, and he did not play 
again. There was no adequate replacecent for hiD. at centre-defender; 
Ellen perforce had to move from centre-forward to fill the gap but he 
was not really temperamentally cut out for the position. 

The Xl never got its game,together. The defence lacked discipline 
and cover,.though,Dodson emerged aa a determined and energetic fullback. 
The midfield players generally worked very hard - none more so than 
Lancaater and the youthful Neil Hunt - and we just occasionally saw 
glimpses of the natural ability of Nick'Green~all though his intuitive 
play seldom evoked much response. But ~t was at the front where the Xl 
was expec1ally lacking. The urge to accelerate the gace in the opposing 
penalty area and compete with each other to score was just not there. 

For all that, the Xl's morale has not suffered too apparently. 
Disappointed they are, no doubt; "even after a 'disastrous' 11-2 loss to 
Bishop Wordsworth's, however, they competed with_Frome College and 
Hardye's School and contributed to two enjoyable matches. 

53 



Boys who played for the Xl are: 

S. Lancaster, P. Seidl, J. Dodson, A. Ellen, D. O'Neal, D. W'oodrow, 
R. Jussa, N. Greenhall, N. Hunt, J. Perry, P. Johnson, J. Lane, H. Cole, 
t. Spence, R. Hudditler. 

Second XI, 1982' 
Results 

v. Sexey's cancelled 
v. Bishop Wordsworth's drawn 4-4 
v. FrOoe College drawn 1-1 
v. Old Boys won 13-2 
v. Foster's lost 2"6 
v. Salisbury Theological 

College won 3-2 
v. Sherborne lost 0-3 
v. Blandford Upper won 8-0 
v. SalisbuFY Theological 

College cancelled 
v. Gillingham won 3-0 
v. Foster's won 3-0 

The following played regularly: B. Davison (captain), D. Walker, 
K. Fogg, J. Lane, L. Sycons, K. Thomas, H. Duckworth, M. Cole, 
D. O'Neal, D. Thrussell, L. ROQanlllos. 

The following also played: J. Cox, J. Calcott, S. Thomas, 
R. Jussa, J. Perry, P. Johnson, S. Griff1ths, -A. E~len. 

v. 
.v. 
v. 
v. 

Foster's 
Sherborne 
Foster's 
Sherborne 

Third XI, 1982 
Results 

drawn 
lost 
won 
lost 

1-1 
4-6 
2-0 
0-2 

The following played: J. Elsworth (captain), R. Juett, 
A. Hunt, P. Field, A. Dowell, P. Riley, S. HcLaren, S. Humberstone, 
M. Cross, P. Kitching, P. Ilarding, J. Debnam, J. Lipscombe, J. Dodson. 

v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 

Sexey's 
Dunworth 
Blan,dford Upper 
Warminster 
Foster's 

Under-IS XI, 1982 
Results 

cancelled 
won 10-0 
lost 0-1 
won 4-2 
drawn 2-2 

The following played: D. O'Neal (captain), N. Greenhall 
(vice-captain), P. Seldl, S. Jeffery, h Krysztofiak, J. Leach, 
J. Perry, S. Higson, N. Hunt"O. Spencer, S •. Stickley, P. Angell, 
G. Munday, I. Spence, J. Jussa, B. Gray. 

v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 

Under-14 n, 1982 
Results 

Frame College 
St. Lawrence School 
Downside 
Christy's 
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cancelled 
won 
won 

4-4 

12-0 
5-2 
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v. 
v. 
v. 
v. 

Bournemouth 
Blandford 
GUlingham 
Dunworth 

lost 
lost 
drawn 
won 

1-2 
0-5 
5-5, 
4-2 

The following played regularly: P~'Angell. C. Cradoek., M.Foster, 
Morris, N. Durson, ,Se Mitchell, S. Higson, T. RichardsOD, CoO Creenball, -
K. Crane. ' 

The following also played: A. JohnsoD, M. Young, C. Doylc, H. 
Bacon, ~. Latug, A. Dawson, P. Smith. 

V.' 

v. 
DWlworth 
Wsrainster 

UDder-I3 XI, 1982 
Rcsults 

won 
won 

7-0 
5-0 

'The followIng played: C. ·Doylc, P. Ward, C. Cryer, Morris, R. 
Yhitfeld, G. Hunt, It. Marshall, G. Eaglestonc, C. Tappendeo, A.. Nuttsll, 
A. Cross, T. Sawtell, C. Greenhall, D. Brock. 

CROSS-COUNTRY. 1982 

This year's Cross-Country was, yet again, hit very hard by the 
weather, allowing very few matches to be cocpleted and also supplying a 
good exc~8e for the reluctant trainers. 'The North Dorset Chaopionshlp, 
which was very early in our season, provided a very testing course, and 
against strong opposition both Creg'Shaw and Jason Perry_finished in the 
first ten (Creg Shaw '1st) and were selected for the County Cha'Opion­
ships! Tom. .Richardson also ran very well in the Junior event. 

Late in the season we had a very enjoyable and successful match 
against,Clayesmore in which the U.16 team. performed exceptionally well 
to take seven out of the first ten places, including first, second and 
third. Outstanding for the U.14 teac were T. Richardson and Si'Oon 
Hig~on. 

The Inter-House Cross-Country was held on a glorious sucmer-l1ke 
day; the pleasant weather and firm ground produced some excellent perfo­
rmances in very close races. New records were set by Creg Shaw-in tbe 
Senior event and Richard'Weller in the Junior and overall tbe results 
were as 'follows: 

1st 'Spartans 588 
2nd (Romans ) 599 

(Corinthlans ) 
4th Trojans 726 

Individual Results 

~ 1 G. Shaw (R) 
2 J. Pe:rry (S) 
3 J. Dodson (R) 

Intemediate X J. Perry (S) 
2 B. Gray (R) 
3 S. Jeffery (S) 

55 



I R. Weller 
2 M. Pitman 
3 A. Dearden 

(S) 
(C) 
(S) 

Throughout the season Greg Shaw had been representing Dorset in 
various ~atches and-at tne end of the season was selected to rOOl1n the 
All-England Championships at Sheffield. Competing in a field which 
included many internationals and certainly the cream of England's Cross 
Country runners Greg was placed 187th, which is a very fine result. 

Perhaps the most plcasing aspect of this Cross-Country ,season ,was 
the keenness and enthusiasm with which our jUniors competed. I am sure 
this augurs well for the future. 

Boys who represented the School at Cross-Country in 1982 were: D. 
Burton, S. Thocas, N. Hunt, N. Burson, M. Telford, K. Cranc, H.Pit~anJ 
J. Goslins, M. Baronne, G. Pitman, A •. Jones, J. Dodson, G.Shaw, B. Gray. 
M. Wh~tt1nsham, S. Mitchell, N. Cook, C. Goodcan, P .Chapman, R. 
,Eagles tone, K. Fogg, D. Walker, P. Harding. S.~Jeffery, I.Krysztofiak, 
D. Q·Neal, J. Perry, A. Dearden, H. Birch, R. Weller, R.Larcomhe, L. 
Romanillos, R. Wilson, S. Higson, T. pike, H. Bacon, T.Richardson, and 
P. Smith. ' 

CRICKET, 1982 

First n 

This year we had a fairly young team containing only one Upper 
Sixth former and many Fifth foraers. Despite this there was a -lot of 
talent in the team and great things were expected of the "young bloodsll

, 

especially Liaa Roaanillos and James Calcott. 

We started the season by holding a better prepared Foster's side to 
a draw, but were then beaten by the old men of Sha£teshury C.C., -largely 
due to a fine half-century from Club Captain, Grabaa Glaze. Our first 
victory was at Warminster, on a pitch of,doubtful quality which bore, a 
passing resemblance to's ploughed field. However, our bowlers took 
better advantage of the pitch, on which tbe ball often bounced disconce­
rtingly. Despite some fine swing bowling by D. Thrussell a batting 
collapse caused our defeat at Hilton Abbey, surely one of the 'Cost 
picturesque grounds in thc area. 

We faced a side containing. five Dorset players"at Poole Grammar 
School, always our most difficult fixture.; yet despite this and their 
decision to bat after tea, victory, the first in many years, was on ,the 
cards until Ellen gave'away his wickef on reaching his fifty: The match 
against Clayesmore was unfortunately vashed out -when' we seeDed on the 
way to a good score. The annual fixture against touring side Burnley 
G.S. vas a close run thing due to some fine hitting froe. Romanillos and 
Calcott, wbo fell just short of, a half century. -

The Old Boys seemed quietly COnfident sitting on their total of 119 
but saw it demolished for the loss of only one wicket, that of Calcott 
for 21; Ellen and Thrussell polished the rest off, scoring 72 not,out 
and 23 not out respectively. Thus we finished with a respectable 
record: won two, lost two, drawn three. 

Unfortunately, many of the team have since left thc School, notably 
Liam Romanillos, our best bowler; JamescCalcott, one balf of our 
successful=opening partnership; and Kcvin,Fog&, a promising off-spin 
bowler. I ac. relying on this year's crop of Fifth formers to fill the 
gaps. 
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S. Grlfflths, D. Thrussell, L. Rouanlilos and' J. Calcott were 
awarded 1st XI caps and A. J~ Ellen w~s awarded hls 1st XI Blazer. 

The followlng re~.re8ented the team regularly: A. J. Ellen (Capt.), 
S. Grlfflths (V.Capt.), J. Cash, D. Thrussell, S. Wood row, R. Muddl=er, 
J. Cox, L. ROIlIsnlllos, ,J. Calcott, l{. Fogg. - The 'following also played: 
S. Lancaster, D. Walker, J. Wrench, W. Lundqvist, K. Thomas, N. 
Grccnhall, P. ~eldl. 

v. 

v. 

v. 

v. 

Foster's School, 
Foster's 
S.G.S. 

Shaftesbury C.C. 
S.C.C. 
S.G.S. 

Warmlnster schooi 
Warminster 

S.G.S. 

Milton Abbey 
Milton Abbey 
S.G.S. 

v. Poole Gracmar 
Foole 
S.G.S. 

Resules 

Sherborne 
145 for 9 dec. 
75 for 4 

145 for 9 dec •• 
93 

55 

56 for 6 

112 
51 

146 for 8· dcc 
82 for 6 

Match Drawn 
(S. Gr1ff1th 5-28) 

CA. Ellen 28. 
D. Woo~row 19 n.o.) 

Lost-by S2 rUDs 

CJ. COX 25 n.o., 
D. Th~u8sell 17) 

Won by 4 wkts. 
(A. Ellen 5-13, 
L. Roaanlllos 4-13) 

CD. 'Thrussell 11 n.o.) 

Lost by 61 runs 
CD. Thrussell 5-13) 
(A. Elle. 11) 

Match Drawn 
(A:. Elle. 4-47) 
(A. Ell •• 51) 

v. Clayesmore 
S.G.S. 

Match Abandoned - Rain 

v. Burnley Gramar 
Burnley 
S.G.S. 

v. Old Boys 
Old Boys 
S.G.S. 

70 for 4 (A. Ellen 29, 

156 for 6 Aec. 
139 for 2 

119 for 8 dec. 
120 for 1 

Under-IS _n 

D. Thrussell 14) 

Match Drawn 

CJ. Calcott 47, 
L. Romanlllos 38 n.o.) 

l{on by 9 wkts 

CA. Ellen 72 n.o. 
D.Thtussell 23 n.o., 
J. Calcott 21) 

A. J. Ellen 

Led by N., Greenhall, assisted by F. Seidl, this was a reasonably 
successful side, despite the lack of any really outstanding players. 
Team spirit was good and enthusiasm remained hlgh throughout the season 
although our OYD rather l~ited practice facilities made things rather 
difficult. The artificial wicket provided a true surface for batting, 
though it was rather faster than =ost pitches we played on, as 
Clayesmore found to their cost in the first match of the season. The' 
lack of nets meant, though, that no intensive coaching and practice 
could take place. 

57 



Several p18.yers showed promise. N. Greenha1l was probably the most 
talented .jlatsman, '"iith good te'mperament >and an increasi'ng range. of 
strokes~ P. Seidl 'revealed, the strokes but was always likely' to give 
away his wicket. As he lost confidence, his effectiveness as bats1:l.an' 
and bowler declined. With self-control, though, he could still make a 
.useful .cricketer. o. Spen~er batted with considerable conce~tration and 
correctn~ss, whilst T. Richardson - perhaps the youngest member of the 
side - showed great proaise,' 'with' the bat and in the field. . 

As for the bowling, Greenhall was the most consistent, and as he 
gets bigger and stronger should make a good seam bowler. N. Hunt, too, 
show~d,promise, as did D. O'Neal, under-used until ~he last match. 

Results 

v. Foster's lost. by 6 \dckets' 
School 57 (P. Seidl 20) 
Foster's 58-4 

v. Clayesmore (20 overs) won.by 8 wickets 
Clayesc.ore 36-7 
School 37-2 (P. Seidl 21 n.o.) 

v. Frame College lost by 3 wickets 
School 81 (N. 9reenhall 25) 
Froce 82-7 

v. Warminster won 6y 42 runs 
School 93 (N. Greenhall 25) 
Warminster 51 (N. Greenhall 4-11) 

v. Milton Abbey lost by 10 wickets 
School' 17 
Mll~on Abbey 20-0 

v. Poole lost by 132 runs 
Poole 179-8 
,School 47 

v. Clayesm~re 'Won by' 7 wickets 
. 

Clayesmore 49 (O'Neal 4-6) 
School 51~3 (Perry 17) 

The following played regularly: N. 'Greenhall (Captain), P. Seidl 
(Vice-Captain), 'A.~Millcr, O. Spencer, l. Krysztof!ak, J. Perry, l. 
Osborne, R. Fell, T. Richardson, R. Kei-Iey, J. Leach, D. O'Neal, N. 
Hunt. c. Greenha~l' and P. Angell played in one match. 

P.J.R. 

House Cricket 
Combined Senior and Junior Results Table 

P. 11. 'L. D. Pts. 
Trojans 5 4(5) 1 O· 10 
Corinthians 5 3(4) 2 0 8 
Rooans 5 1(2) 4 0 4 
Spar tans 3 1 2 0 2 
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"l'KHHIS, 1982 

This year the tennis team achieved continued success all round and 
this was due to the enthusiasm of all the players. ltowas'posslble to 
arrange many matches which did not concide with the cricket fixtures. 
This proved to be healthy for both sports. _ 

This season has seen not only new players, especially in the 
juniors, but also much improved ones such as-Hichael Cole, Nicholas 
Greenhall and Slcon Lancaster. Indeed, it wa's'also good to see the 
junior team playing"with newly acquired skill and aggression. 

The teaet players and semi-enthusiasts continued to use the worst 
grass courts in North Dorset. However, by kind percission of Dr. 
Tapper, his tennis court was also made available to us. The two town 
courts were also used, which eased the pressure when half-the School was 
on gaCl.es. 

Hr. llebber arranged several catches for tbe School tennis teams. 
Unfortunately all our fixtures were played away froi School but this I 
am sure did not affect the results of the various challenges • 

The Denn1s Tennis Final was won by Stephen Griffiths by a 6-4, 6-2 
victory over N1cbolas Greenhall. Both cocpetitors played the match with 
skill and subtlety. Naturally both Stephen-and Nicholas were slightly 
nervous and thus over-cautions but the match was-nevertheless a climax 
to an enjoyable competition. . 

In the new ~unior version of the Dennis Cup Christopher Greenhall 
defeated Simon Higson in the Final. There is· considerable enthusiasm 
for Tennis in the junior school. Twenty-three boys took advantage of 
the Prudential-sponsored L.T.A. coa~hing courses in the Easter holidays 
and early suacer terce 

The School has also been entered for various competition: the 
Dorset Doubles Championships, the SO,uth West of England Cham"pionships, 
and the National U. 19 Champion"ship. Stephen and I were fourth in 
Dorset ,and the competition was an ideal e~perience for the two m~jor 
events. 

Results 

Clayesmore won 
Foster's won 
Foster's won 
Sex,ey's, Bruton won 
Blandford Upper won 
Sherborne II lost 
Bournemouth School 
Sexey's, Bruton 
Hilton Abbey 
Canford II 

lost 
lost 
lost 
drawn 

. A~CS, -1982 

~. Sutton • 

Again the athletics season was a very productive one, with 
outstanding performances by all, with ttJe!ve-athletes representing Nort~ 
Dorset and the 4th year team losing only two matches. 

The season started on the 29th April with a second and fourth year 
teaQ competing against .Cbristy's. The fourth year athletes, who 
perforQed well all season, showed that the long break had not affected 
their fitness. The second year lost by a small J:l.argin of s'even points. 

59 



A week later the third and first years had a match against Christy's. 
The third years won easily but aga_in the' younger te'am was beaten. As a 
result of this match, -Simon Higson, Tim Pike and Daniel port~ous assu;ed 
their places in the fourth year team, which ~as now co~p1ete. ~heir 
excellent season could really start to flow. 

On 10th May we teamed up with Christy's, ~with both teaClS sailing to 
victory against Gil1ingha~ and St. AldhelCl's. 

North Dorset Championships this year took place at Sherborne on 
22nd May. Again performances were very good with the under-13 team 
winning and, the under-17 team coming ,third. FroCl here twelve athletes 
went on to represent North Dorset in thc<Dorset Athletic ChaClpionships 
.at WeYClouth on ,12th June. D. Burd and S. Jeffery came first in the 
Discus and High JUClp respectively. 

The next: major competition was the G.R.E. cup. Her'e two teams were 
entered and the 4th year teaCl won by a Clargin of 14 points with wins 
froCl S.Jeffery, D. O'Neal, M. Briggs and I. Krysztofiak. This was the 
first time that Shaftesbury has won this competition and the whole team 
were very pleased and optimistic about their chances in the Regional 
Finals on 7th July. Here the team performed outstandingly well, cOC1ing 
second by only one point to TaC18r School', Devon. 

The 20th M~y saw a match between us, Cl ayes more and Winchester. 
Here both the ~pen and fourth year teacs won-by i=mense ~rgins. 

The Dorset A.A.A. Chacpionships were held on 15th May. Gosling 
performed exceptionally well here and was awarded a trophy for first 
place in the 800 metres. Because of lack 0; facilities there was no 
Sports"Day as such and House Athierics were held over the 29th and 30th 
July, with Spartans winning. 

So far there is one athlete that has not heen mentioned at all and 
I feel that he should be given a few words exclusively. Of course this 
is David Harsh, who thro~gh~ut his Scho·ol caree_r has" performed 
fantastically in the Javelin, going to the National finals for the 
fourth year in succession. . 

Some very pleaSing news is that athletics has now been recognised 
as a major sport in Shaftesbury G'ra=mar School and School colours' are 
now to be awarded. Of course, Dave Marsh was the first to be awarded 
them. 

The 1982 athletics season was 'one of the most successful·for the 
School. We surprised ourselves, and others, and I was proud to captain 
thc fourth year teaCl and congratulate all those who have contributed. 
One last word must be put in for Hr. Pay, who has·put in so tuich work. 
We thank him for all his dedication ~nd support. 

M. Br1g~s 

SlIIIi!IIIIG 

The swir:u:ling sports were held in Gillingham Baths on Tuesday 6th 
July 1982. Three records were broken: two by Simon Jeffery - in the 
Senior Crawl (2 lengths), 28.i 'seconds, and in the Senior Free Style (4 
lengths), 66.4 seconds; and the third, record. was in the 1 length Second 
'Strings' Race in which Daniel Por,teous "reduced the time by nearly 2 
scc'onds - 16.5 down to 14.6~ seconds. 

The House Competition was a closely tought contest. ROClans came 
first 'with '41 points, to win the Hallett Cup; Spar tans were runners-up 
with 37 points; Corinthians, third with 35 points; and Trojans, fourth 
wi'th 33 poin ts; 
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~ BOYS AIm fITAYF ~K "~ 

What follows "is a 'miscellany of memories, an attempt ,to catch the 
flavour of life at ~.G.S. in'the past. -

1898-1900 (W.F. Rutter) 

1 attended the Sha£tesbury Grammar_ School for about -two years from 
age 11 to 13'. The school comprised mostly day- boys but the Headmaster 
ha<d a few boarders. There was one large classroom where the whole 
,school could'assemble and whf_ch was' used as two classrooms; and one 
other classroom. Later Physics and qhemistry classrooms were added. 

1908-1911 (A.L. Filley) 

In 1908 the School consisted:of the or~ginal building, viz. one 
large school roam, one small classroom connected with the Headmaster's 
residence, and dormitories. In addition there was a chemical 
laboratory, a changing room and'usual offices. The Headmaster was 
D~ctor C.H.· Tovey, who had recently taken up this position. The 
complement of the Scho!,l at that timeowas sc;>metfting like eighty b~ys 
only. The other masters were Messrs. Ramshaw, Watmough and Rich. 'There 
was also a Colour Sergeant, who took us for physical drill. 

In 1910/11 the School won the Dorset Inter-School Sports Shield. I 
was a member of the team in 1911, but "had no personal success., 

Ye acquired an additional field' to the existing playing field in 
1910; the field abutted the original one on the Cann side. ' 

There was a v.ery hard' winter in 1910., During this period Wincombe 
Pond was frozen-over for several weeks-_and"much skating took piace. Ye 
used ~o stay 'at; School until 1.00 p.m. during ,this period, have "dinner, 
and go off with Doctor Tovey, 'skating. The ice got to a maximum 
,thickness of 10 J/4t1

• Mr. Bealing, whose-son was at School, fell into 
the pond ,through_.broken ice, JJut surviv~4~. . 

In the Autumn Term of 1911 I took an examination for entering the 
Royal Navy as a Boy Artificer, and havi~g pass~d I ieft to join the 
Royal Navy at the end of the year. I served in the Navy-until 30th 
April, 1948, when I retired as a Lieutenan~ (E). 

1907-1932 (c.n. Tovey- Headmaster - .by his son, G.E.Tovey) 

After leaving W'ellingborough SchoQl, C.H.T. moved ~outh, and,­
finally applied for and got the Headmastership of. ·S.G.S. Why did he 
choose Sh.a£tesbury? For ~o r~asons, I' think. Firstly because of its 
healthy situation and, secondly, because there- was room for expansion. 
During his early years the playing field was -eI!larged', as numbers were 
increasing rapidly. During the First Wor~d War he took boys, during the 
holidays, to Drewsteignton, on Dartmoor, to help on farms - a splendid 
change from teaching senior Englishl 



After the war, the Memorial Hal~ was built to commemorate the 
,fallen and I remember, my mother demanding that a sick-bay be-built over 
one end of the hall. Numbers had incre~sed considerably - both day and 
boarding. I believe I am right in saying _that in 1932, when father and 
mother retired, there were 118 boarders and 118 day __ boys - the Grosven9r 
Bus had to work for its living on'trips to and fr-om Semley Station, w1th 
vocal encouragement from the top deck! 

C.H.T. ~as a fine soccer player ~n his younger days - he played for 
the Corinthians in the P.A. Cup against ,Preston North End - and was also 
a useful cricketer. Thinking of cricket, in addition to school matches, 
the visit of W.G. Tovey's XI each year and 0.5. tours were popular 
,affairs, continued by his successor, Bob Minchin. 

From 1932-47 C.H.T. was se.cretary of the O.S. Club and was still 
keenly interested in all that occurred -- at the Sch!l0l. 

A school, however, is only as good as its staff and father and 
mother were very well supported in every department. They had a finc 
teaching staff, and an efficient "and loyal gardening, domestic and 
~itchen staff. With this support no school should fall. 

1915-1918 (W.K. Sankey) 

I am now 82 and therefore one of the oldest "Old Boys" around, but 
memories of ~.G .. S. and the ye'ars' I spent there have never faded. 

Having been at Salisbury Cathedral School from.1910 t~ 1915, a 
school which played annual cricket matches against S.G.S., I' think that 
the two Headmasters, the Revd~ A.G. Robert6on of Sa'llsbury and Dr. C.H. 
Tovey of S.G.S., were responsIble for a decision which, ,in retros'pect, 
ensure4 a period of my life which I shall ey~r cherish, encompassing as 
it did the happiest memories of school life and friendships which have 
endured all through the years. Amongst these were several other­
Cathedral School friends: V.C. Prince, sadly killed in the First World 
War; his ·b'rother, Bertie Prince; D.T. Sutton, ·later President of the Old 
Shastonian Club; M.:S. Fatt; Char lie Pearce; Geoffrey Rowlings, .later to 
become a very distinguished captain in the Royal Navy' 'and decorated 'for 
his war service with D.S.O. and bar, and D.S.C. Other' school friends 
most happily recalled were Jack and Hugh Bathurst Brown; "Chinky" 
Toomer; "Pat" Baxter; "Bunny' Innsunt; John Fuller, lafer to achieve a 
very distinguished career in the Royal Marines; the Tucker boys; and one 
of my closest friends still, R.N. Tayler. Here special mention should 
be made of R.B. Minchin, not a contemporary'of mine but later to become 
a very warm friend. As "Old B'oy", Assistant Master and eventually 
Headmaster when Dr. Tovey retired'~ lie' was a truly dedicated Old 
Shastonian and did so much for the School when it ,had to change its 
status during his He~dmastership. 

In my time, despite the War, which meant food rationing, we were 
very well fed, thanks to Doctor and Mrs. Tovey, of ever-blessed memory, 
and the staff, who were very watchful over our health and happiness. 
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Thus one recalls a period of youth when in that incomparable 
setting, 600 feet up, looking down on the Vale of Blackmore, one was 
greatly privileged to have been there •. 

I wish the new ,School every blessing in the'future. May it, a8 its 
title suggests, enjoy the same "comprehension" as we were lucky enough tl 
experience in our day. 

1922:: 1928 (C. G. F. Hazell) 

On a cold September morning my father and I headed towards 
Shaftesbury,. but on" arri"val' the cni1l disapp~ared, as we e.ntered the 
study of Dr. Tovey, whose warm personal~ty made us welcome. Suddenly I 
realised that b~arding school was going to be alright. 

At the fi~st Geography lesson I met the "round, warm face of ' Mr. 
Minchin and there are other memories too as the terms and the years 
progressed: the peculiar smells in the Lab. of concoctions suggested by 
Mr.Ramshaw; 9f -the Maths. lessons; of the History; of the 'dovetailing' 
in, Mr. ·Watmoughfs· Woodworking class; and, amongst the hard work, the 
pleasure of' the sports field. I remember playing for the Masters' 
Eleven and making. four catches on the boundary from Dr. Tovey's leg 
breaks and yet' dropping a sitter at short leg from Mr. Hinchin's 
bowling. I recall the soccer season and the arrival of Mr. Veale, who 
brought a professionalism into our senior side that had previously been 
lacking. There was pain~ too: especially the water on the knee and the 
torn hamstring, which needed the attention of that warm and- charming 
lady, ,Mrs. Tovey, who administered the cures. 

Then there .was the O.T.C. I shall remember the Remembrance Day 
Parade and the command by Captain Ramshaw of fRight Turn ... Quick March' 
as we left the Schopl playground. and followed the band, left wheeling to 
Holy Trinity Church. 

I appreciate now the comradeship of the masters such as Mr.Cole, 
who had a wo~derful awareness of the feelings of each and every boy -
what a pal he was! - and one had many friends whether they be prefects, 
head boys, the clever ones or the not-so-clever ones. It all made up a 
cross section of comradeship that was comfortin,g and will never be 
forgotten! 

IISchool days are the happiest days of your life" - maybe not quite, 
but I saw my days as enjoyable and rewarding and thus I cherish happy 
memories of a wonderful period of six years. ~ 

1927::;g (T.A. Cordery) 

I obviously entered School when entry was by fee paying or 
scholarship. I was amongst the latter and I suppose I must have had a 
glimmer of academic ability - which did not brighten I However, there 
are other things"to be,acquired when at school, and I,must be greatiy 
thankful fO,r at least one item taught in t1t0se far-off days - never walk 
in front of the sight scre~nl 

63 



19~31 = 1938 (R.E.G. Davies) 

The pos61bl~ substitution for the abbreviation S.G.S. by a shorter 
S.S. perhaps represepts the end of an era in the modern hi~tory of 
Shaftesbury., Putting aside the unfortunate associations which the 
latter set of initials i:nevitably suggests to some,o~ UB, we can only 
hope that the omission of Grammar is not a reflection of modern 
educational practice, and that its disappearance will be manifest only 
in word (or lack thereof) rather than deed. 

Today's world l?tt'uggles to reconcl~e the',demands of rapid 
communication with the pres_ervatl~n of',the world's; rlch~st language. 
Even revered institu~ions, such as the B.B.C. and The Times, once th~ 
guardians of impeccable standards, now seem t!> be vulnerable to ~ly 
flanking movements, aimed in dastardly fashion to split every 
infinitive. The philistines of commercial radio and TV systema~~cally 
demolish articulate speech as a basic broadcasting criterion; while 
computerised, typesettlng too often produces example~ of bizarre 
phraseo'logy which defy comprehension. ,The need to stand fir'!l against 
the forces of semanti~ evil is therefore cons~antly with us. 

Old Weeb is probabl'y turning in his grave every night. MrS. 
Watmough (as we called him to his face) was one of the Old School. 
During the early 1930s 'we suffered from, or delighted- in - in roughly 
equal proportions - his attempts to ram the basics of 'English Grammar 
into our skulls. His methods, possibly regarded as old-fashioned-by 
modern educationalists, were mightily effective. He~used to ,line up 
adverbs, adjectives, and relative pronouns in regimental· rows, and part 
of our learning was by rote, a method currently much despised. Yet, by 
some subtle chemistry, we gained an indelible r~spect.for the subject. 

His discipline, ref lected his rigid determination to teach us to 
love our language, and to show our respect for it by correct usage. 
Seldom resorting, as I recall, to corporal punIshment (not even the 

"equivalent of Scallie's celebrated slipper), his favourite penalty was a 
liberal dispensatIon of "lines.1! "Take three, I think" he :would decree 
amiably, referring to- the imposition of writing three pages of 
impeccable scrIpt, from a selected approved-work, in th"e offendert's 
spare time. Mild protest was met by an equally amiable "Six, perhaps?1I 
with a raised eyebrow implying that further demur would increase this to 
twelve. 

Yet, traditionalist th'ough ,he was, Old Weeb was conscious of the 
need for occ~sional innovation. Always prepared to discuss the use of a 
particular word, or t~e context and correct positioning of a phrase or 
clause, he would even accept an Americanism, if he thought the word to 
be sensible. He was not ,so rigid in his old-fashioned outlook that he 
automatically deplored lithe use of certain words which have been usurped 
by a' foreign power" -.as one of my superiors in later ,life WOUld. express 
it. 

As we progressed to ,the Lower Fifth (or was it 4c - the class 
designation was somewhat bewildering) Buff took over from Weeb. Len 

64 



Cole built on the foundations, endeavouring to acquaint us with the 
delights of ' the Golden Treasury, the charm of the Ess'ays of Elia, and 
the grandeur of Shakespeare. He coaxed, cajoled, and corrected with 
eternal patience. He introduced us to the Umysteries" of Figures of 
Speech, and we began to ,take pr'ide in employing them to his 
satisfacti~n, and - so it transpired - to ours. 

Entrusted to·such men as these, English Grammar was in good hands. 
Because of them, Shaftesbury Grammar School was an institution which 
became a source of pride, not only to Shastonian tQwosfolk, but 

<throughout the North Dorset and South-west Wilshlre hinterland. 

To be invited to attend S.G.S. invoked feelings of awe, 
apprehension, and the will to succeed. The very word "Gramnaru had. an 
imperious ring, commanding respect and loyalty, and I fervently hope 
that its removal will not be interpreted as an invitation to take 
liberties with it. "May future generations of The Shaftesbury,School 
continue to watch-their grammar and in so doing help to preserve that 
great national heritage, the English language. 

1927-1963 (L.J. "Buff" COle) 

When I gaze through my study window, I see scores of red· tiles 
where once, there was the green s~ard of Shaftesbury Grammar School's 
playing fields. "The old order cnange1;:h, yielding place to new." 

This quotat~oIl carries my thoughts back to 1907 when Doctor Tovey 
became Headmaster. The numbers at the School were around thirty. He 
was offered the opportunity of creating a boarding, school which would be 
entirely his own business.- He accepted the challenge and, _helped by a 
remarkable wife, there were around 167 boys, the higher percentage of 
wh~m were boarders, by 1927. 

By that time, Doctor had enlarged the playing area, built the Hall, 
Pavilion, Changing Roams and a Fives Court. There were boarders at Vale 
View and at the home of Mr. Ramshaw. ' 

He ruled the School on Public School lines and was a strong 
suppor~er of ~ .!!.!!!. ..!!! corpore.!!.!!.2.. The School had become an 
integral part of Shaftesbury. It had brought good busin~ss to the 
_shops. Masters were giving strength to the town's football and cricket 
clubs. He was Chairman of the Drama Club. Masters took part in 
fortnightly play readings and productions. So much had he done for the 
t~wn that he became the second Freeman of th~ borough on -his retirement 
an4 also merited'a column in a "London Daily". 

The School teaching curriculum was based on the Cambridge School 
Examinations, Preliminary, Junior and Senior. I was appointed as an 
additional master for, on the advice of the Divisional Inspector, in 
future the examinations were to be Senior and Higher Certificates and 
Lati~ would be needed in the Sixth Form. Previously, it liad been taught 
by the French Master. This change in curriculum opened wider 
opportunities for entrance to the profes'sions and universities. 
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When Dr. Tovey retlr~4. in 1932,. his brother-in-law, R.B. Ml?-chin, 
became Headmaster. He had been a pupil and master, except for the 1st 
World War, "during the whoie of Dr. Tovey's reign, and was imbued by the 
same principles. His first w~fe had died very young an4 his sister 
Margaret took over Mrs. Tovey's duties. A few years late~ he re-married 
and Vivienne Minchin had to learn quickly what was required of her as 
the wife of the Headmaster of S.G.~. 

The Library at that time consisted of book shel yes in the Lower 
Sixth form room. <Most of the books were for leisure reading. There 
were very few reference books. The only possIble way of improvement was 
to turn the Reading Room, as it was called, into two Sixth Form Rooms 
and ~se the gallery that surround~d th~m for reading. Daily ne~spapers 
and magazines such as "Country Life" were provided. 

A major improvement that Mr. Minchin fought, for was the Physics 
Laboratory. The boys did a tremendous amount of work in clearing the 
site. 

After the war the Butler Act of 144 opened the gates to University 
to boys whose parents could not_ afford to send them there. liThe Eleven 
Plus" had the effect of increasing the number of ~ay boys and decreasing 
the number of boarders. 

May I add a little anec_dote. The French Master immediately 
preceding Mr. Scalbert was Jimmy Kennedy, the well known Irish song 
writer, best known for his "Isle of Capri", "Red Sails in the Sunset", 
"Roll out the Barrel". He intended to write a School song for us but 
never got beyond: 

tlWe are Shastonians, 
Steadfast and true, 
We1re not Etonlans, 
St~ll, we will do." 

Mr. Minchin wasn't really amused; we were better than "just dOingtl • 

I have been a spectator now for nearly twenty years but I know that 
the best strands of the past at S.G.S. still exist. 

1934-42 (A.J. Sharman) 

In the late thirties, oblivious to the clouds of war gathering over 
central Europe, came the start of a summer term. Seven a.m. prep in the 
hall, a quick breakfast and o'ut onto the huge roller. Everyone 'was on 
it, 'shuffling along in an untidy square, compelled to contribute his 
ounce or so of push. Up rose Bob Minchin's study window, and out came a 
face gradually turning darker sha4es of red. "What are you boys doing? 
- what?" the voice thundered. "Thatfs no way to roll l!- cricket sql}a~e 
- what?1I The boys were rescued from further verbal assault by the bell 
summoning all to assembly in the Hall prior to le_ssQns. Cricket 
practice -or weekly parades with the Cadet Corps followed during the 
lunch breaks. House matches In the evening and more :t>;ep -of co~rse. .on 
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Saturd~Y we received' our weekly p!'cket money, usually one shil'ling, and 
blew it all during one hour's remission in the Town. During the 
afternoons we either played or w~tched cricket.,~ 

On Sundays we went in ci:'ocodi'le for~ai:ion -to Holy-Trinlty, .. where 
during the service we ogled the High School girls across the·ais~e. In 
the afternoons we 'enjoyed' a marathon walk supervised by the duty 
master. Then came evening service in the Hall, for"lowed by" supper. 
Afterwards Bob would often appear on the field armed with a bat and ball 

.' to give catching practice to anyone within range. If a catch was 
dropped Bob would screw up his face and wince. "Come on now, boy," he 
bel~owed to 'the unfortunate little "grott" as much as a hundred yards 
away. 111 know your sort, boy. You'll never be any good - namby pamby, 
wishey washey - what? - what1" -

During very full and busy days, characters ·were shaped and values 
based on Christian. ethics were acquired. Friendships that were to last 
a lifetime were made and cemented. But to relate to the School without 
coupling the name of Bob Minchin i8 unthinkable. He was the School, and 
bene:ath that bluff exterior beat a heart of gold that launched many a 
diffident, awkward little boy into society where some achieved 
distinction in their chosen career. It was said after the 1939-45 
confil1ct that the war was won in part on the 'playing fields of 
Shaftesbury Gra'mnar School. Who would dispute. that the freedom we now 
enjoy is due, at least in part, to headmasters like Bob Minchin and 
schools like ours? . 

1941-1944 (Dr.~. Hawley) 

I look-,back- with pleasure to my time at S.C.S. 

The discipline was firm but just - you always knew where you stood. 
There was plenty of sport, and the Cadet Corps run by L.P.V~V. was, 
important, though I'~ still deaf from all that small bore shooti~g. 

My most outstanding memory is undoubtedly bath day - especially in 
winter. We would usually be practising football or rugby and be pretty 
d'irty 'w-hen called. so, we went up to the bath, took off the footie 
gear, had a bath in five inches of water (to conserve energy bec~use of 
the war),. and- then put on our dirty football ,gear again and went back 'to 
practice. After ,practice, we-washed knees, face and hands in cold 
wat~r. ·We had two batns per week."" -

Because of the war and my mother dying, I spent quite a bie of my 
holiday~ at S~hool; usually my father and I spent Christm~s there with 
the M1n~hin family. I well remember Bob carving the turkey for 
Christmas" dinner. Actually the kitchen could cook rather wel'l, though 
th~re was ~itt~e evidence of it during term with our spartan rations~ 

After I left School at Christmas, 1945, my laundry number, 67, was 
ta~eri by Sha~~ Gibb, who now lives about two miles from me in Sydney. 

ShaU?, David (Sid) J<?hnson and I have taken over managing the 0.5. 
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:Dinners, wp.ic~ we are having annually. in Sydney. In.1982_ we had 14 to.­
dinner at the North Sydney Travelodge, Motel managed by Dav-id. The 1983 
Dinner is to be at the same ven~e ,on the Saturday b~tween the Fifth 
England v Australia Test and the One-Day Nigh~ game ,at Sydney Cricket 
Ground. Mark Stead and Ally Jones are expected. ,Steve Newman from N.Z •. 
is -coming ove!=. .,' 

The War ~ (M.J. Cole) 

The gas mask bumped against my,back_as with the jerky,walk of an 
eight year old I went towards the main door. An object of some 
curiosity, I had a nickname before 'I arrived, "Young Buff", because "Old 
Buffll~, English and Latin Master, Cricket, Soccer and,Rugby,_Coa~h, ~ad 
already been fourteen years on the staff. To a youngster going into the 
first for~, ~he fifth formers looked huge and the, Prefects, giants. 
There was much School' lore to learn, particularly about changing fo~ 
games, and who could have the drop of hot water h~ated in an' enamel bowl 
on the coke stove of the day boys' changing room - it certainly wasn't, 
for first years a~d so your knees stayed dirty. . 

In wartime we wore whatever handed-down football 'boots nearly 
fitted and' hobbled around the pitch with blisters. The footbatls gaped 
at the seams to show the patched bladders, in the same way as the 
batting pads showed their stuffing. The day boys' cycles creaked and 
groaned and bore witness to the attentions of the celebrated Mr. Creke, 
with odd mudguards, which had once seen use on a pram. The -day's 
lessons could be interrupted by the air raid siren, ~when we would move 
swiftly to the shelters, or to the subterranean depths of Nellie's 
ironing room, or run across the field to jump 'into' the trenches along 
the side of Hawkesdene Lane. After a' while, however, we grew blase and 
stayed on in the classroom. "Welll move if we hear the planes' 
englnes~'. But we ,rarely did, for a.fter the one bomb on Grosvenor Road 
in 1940, Shaftesbury was never bomb~d again. 

Tne boarders meanwhile swore that they lived ~:m a diet of Miller's 
pies, bread and sliced cold meat -: in later days christene.d 'BE~lsent. 
With so many staff in the force~ we even had mistresses to teach u~ a~d 
s.o Mr. Scalbert met and marr~ed Miss J SimmondsJ 

It' all seems unreal now, but for many _the School Army Cadet Force 
was a very significant training' for future action in the worid at large. 
Boys left, to reappear within months in unifC?rm with badg~s of rank on' 
their -arm or shoulder, or, on fortunately rare occasions" disappeared, 
to have ,their na~e read out in Assembly - p~sted missing. 

So the joy and relief were sincerely felt in May 1945 when V.E. day 
brought us all a holiday. We had watched the planes thunder overhead 
and seen the tanks and half-tracks rumbling down th-e road and been 
gleefully showered with sticks of gum by the G.I~'s. Now it was over 
and a new world opened. 

At the age of twelve I saw the first firework and tas,ted the first 
banana that I could remember, but far.more important to,me at the-time 
was the position-of left half in the under Fourteen XI to play. Foster's 
School •. 
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1942-1945 (J.A. Franks) 

In London, daytime meant dodging between air raid 'alerts' and lal1 
clear~ to get to school and at night there was ,no rest. Continual ack­
ack fire, punctuated by alarm bells of fire engines and ambulances, 
competed ,with the thud of 'bombs. 

In ~hafte8bury it was peaceful enough. although 1 did not then 
appreciate jogging round the Upper and Lower Triangles or rolling the 
Cricket Square with the heavy hand roller. Food rationing produced 
adequate but dull meals and once a strike was organised. Bob responded 
with sound and fury, but I suspect a snort and a chuckle followed 88 >al1 
was settled with a definite improvement in gastronomic variety -
pilchards. 

The town had a veneer of calm, but all around intense activity, 
training and manoeuvrcs were taking place. We all joined the Cadet 
Corps and learnt to shoot so well that one year we were third and ' then 
won the King's Shield. We had night operations against the Home Guard, 
taking unfair advantage with a thunderflash ~mbush the ~oment the 
exercise started. Major Veale did not know whether to punish or 
congratulate us. We marched with Boer War carbines arid long Lee 
Enfie-lds at the slope through the town in parades led by our band. We 
watched in awe as the gliders were towed over us on D. Day. Again there 
were sad days in Assembly: onc.e the service was taken from the Old 
Testament in honour of .8 Jewish boy kil.led In a tank battle. 

At athletics there were some record achievements, including one 
still unbeatfm, 'that of Duncan Vaughao, who later carried the OlympiC 
Torch in 194~8 and died a tragic early death from polio. He is 
remembered by the Eternal Light which hangs in the School 'vestibule. 
Duncan also 'promoted' ,Monolulu Ltd., a company ' with a capltaf of 25 one 
shiillng shares, to finance him as Schoor bookie. A cockney day boy 
evacuated from London acted as runner, laying off bets with a local Turf 
Accountant - his name Is omitted to protect him from the wrath ' of Zooks 
and Buffl _ 

Summer Term 1945 bJ:o~ght peace and matriculation. I ,left what I 
thought was a part, of ' England that would_ go on for eV-er for future 
generations. Still, the 'changes come. How sad the pitch we rolled is 
now beneath the n~w 'bul~dings. ' " 

1947-1953 (Air Cdr •• E.H. Hacey) 

If 1~ is accepted that the arche.typal Shastonian of the late '40& 
was a confident, athletic Dorset boarder, then the imnature, physically­
inactive Wiltshire day-boy who contributed disproportionate ly to Bob 
Minchin's apoplexy (and to the wear and tear ,of the arm of his study 
sofa) ,mu'st have seemed a glaring misfit. And had "Clippie" been asked 
to assess my further military prospects, using my C.C.F. record as 8 

guide (Cert 'A' faIled, reduced to the ranks for over-indulgeD'ce at camp 
and eventual 'de-mob' as a Lance Corporal after fiv~ years' service), I 
suspect that he would have ' recommended a career in knittingl 
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But, Clespite such waywardness, I 1}ad not remaine,d immune fr~m ,the 
pervasive spur of competition which, together with a measure of academic 
achievement and- an enormous boost to my self-confidence provided by a 
variety of choral and musical 'ex~sutes', was to stand me in such _gQod 
stead in later life. Now it is 'increasingly fashionable to decry 
selection and elitism in education, but the fact.remains that"most of us 
live in a highly competitive world in which the best;;"prepared" come out 
on top. In this regard, the·Services are no excepti0rl:, with the Royal 
Air Force being perhapsc the most unabashed meritocracy. Frank Hopton 
would- surely have gone to the top had he stayed 'in', whilst several of 
my -contemporar'ies at School, who benefited equally from the superior 
learning ,opportunities and character training 'on offer' at S.G.S .. , are 
snapping at my heels on the promotion ladder. 

And so I have cause to be eternally grateful to the 'system' for 
which, it might have appeared, i had little respect at the time but 
which has sustained me for the past thirty years.. Another lasting 
impression is of the tolerance, per~everance and wisdom of the teaching 
faculty, 'some of whom, happily, will be able to read this belated note 
of appreciation.. But it is a ·matter of supreme satisfaction that, some 
twenty-three years after my own admission, the School should have opened 
its doors to my son, Julian, who~went on to become Head Boy. He has 
begun to repay his debt of gratitude by serving on the Old Shastonian 
Committee. I shall hope yet to repay mine. 

1954-1958 (J.A. Brett: Headmaster) 

My wife and family and I loo~ back on those years as among t~e 
happiest in our ~ives. 1954 was the year of the green light - the time 
to go ahead again after those restrictive and frustrating war ye~rs, 
followed by the uncertainty of Mr .. Minchin's long, exacting but 
successful struggle for Voluntary Aided, Status. And what a wonderful 
Tovey/Minchin tradition and 0.5. family spirit we had inherited to 
~~ckle the job: L.P.V .. V., L.J.C., G.S., B.S.B., F .. C.H., M.D .. , to mention 
but -a few 'magic' initials. Who will ever forget the likes of John and 
Austin, Arthur and 'Quickie'? We even enjoyed a happy, If sometimes 
mischievous, relationship with County Hall, where Director Haynes and 
Deputy Bradshaw were real educationists (though I did once receive an 
official document reminding me that for accounting purposes 'dus~bins 
are teaching material, not cleaning material'I), and our goo~ friends, 
and respected what independence we retained.. The Diocesan Director of 
Education was, too, a tower of strength. 

Above all, the boys - with an invaluable nucleus of of boarders _ 
co-operated magnificently, and blew new life into every side of School 
lifeJ We gave them every encouragement: a new Prefect's blazer-badge 
and tie; extended extra-mural society activities, special visits and~ 
lectures; two new classrooms, new changing rooms, the centralisation of 
our out-house boarders in the headmaster's newly acquired home in_ 'Cann 
Rectory'; and so on. It was only a start-off-, but in 1957 these boys 
produced five County Major Scholars, one Cranwell cadet and two to 
Sandhurst, apart from further Successes in the Music Festival and on the 
sports fields - something substantial/a~d encouraging to build on. -
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Only the lure of my own old school and the knowledge that I was not 
the man to 'head' a possible large comprehensive in the future deterred 
us from staying in ~haf~e5b~y for evert 

Summer, 1957 (F.e. Hopton) 

In the summer term of 1957. when Hr. Brett was H.M., occurred the 
most extraordinary event that I retlember from all my years at 
Shaftesbury G.S. The boarders were 'converted - they were "born again", 
to use a standard evangelical te~ 

It was a wonderful evening in ·June, very warm and sunny, towards 
the end of the month because School exams were all finished and G.C.E. 
was ' over except for perhaps one or two A. L'evel papers. I arrl ved to 
take evening duty and learned that the Hall was to be used to show a . 
film and hold an evangelical meeting. Mr. Brett had given permission 
for a local group of evangelists to show a co~ercial film produced by 
Billy Graham, the g~eat AI:lerican evangelist, who had held successful 
revival meetings attended by tens of thousands in Wembley Stadium in t~e 
late 1940's an~ ea~ly 1950's. The film and the meeting were well 
advertised in_the town but the understanding with Mr. Brett was that if 
there were any spare seats then boarders would be welcome to attend. I 
announced this a"t supper. . 

By 7.25 the Hall was blacked out - in those days the black out 
consisted of thick brack paper on woo,den frames close fitting t~ the 
windows -, the cine=atograph' was ready, the screen was erected and there 
were present twD. or three organisers, two or ·three other evangelicals 
plus the Baptist padre fro= the AmeTican base at Guy's Marsh. So the 
boarders were i~vited to fill up the empty seats and all did so except 
one or two Roman Catholics and one or two VI Formers who still bad .an ~ 
Level examina~ion t~ prepare for. . 

I went off to mark examination papers, very ,content to have an , 
unlQterT~pted two hours while the boarders watched the film. 

At about 9.15 I thought I had better think about getting them. out 
of the Hall and upstairs for the routine of getting to bed and Ullghts 
out". In those days lIi1ghts out" was at 9.30 for everyone froa VI Form 
down to la. 

I slipped into the back of the Hall and the VI Form boys were 
streaming down from the gallery 'and gOing into the Hall: R.A. Jones' ­
"little Al'ly" - "brushed past me, unseeing and unhearing ",hen I asked, 
uWhere are you going, R.A.?" 1 looked into the Hall. It was very dim, 
very hot. There was a subdued humming and restrained rhytbmfc clapping" 
from the evangelicals and the American Baptist padre. was rhythmically 
slapping his Bible with its soft, floppy leather covers as he urged the 
audience II to get up out of 'y.our seats" and tlto come for\1ard and make 
your decision to be born again". Fifty or sixty boarders were all doing 
just that. They were all moving down the Hall in subdued - awestruck -
orderly files, mounting the stage and disappearing through the door that 
leads to what was the old 5b room but is now the 5th year Common Room. 
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I found one VI Former left in the, gallery and asked what was going 
on"and why had he not g'one forward. - He s~i~ th~ pressure to do 'so had 
been iritense but he looked out of- one of the small _windows in. the 
gallery not blacked out arid' seeing--the outside world he was able to 
break the spell. 

What was to be done? I went to find the H.M •. He was out. George 
Bates was out. So it was up to me.. I rem'~mber crouching down on the 
grass outside the rOOm below the level of the window cill to listen to 
what was going on through the wide open,windows .. The boarders were in 
groups, each group being earnestly talked to by one of the organisers, 
and all being given leaflets and booklets to reinforce their Idecision' 
and ·conversionl .. 

Eventually I spoke to the Chief Organiz~r and explained about 
'lights outl and got everyone to bed - very peaceably I must say on that· 
evening.. There was a kind of calm over the boarding house .. 

Of course, the mass conversion did not last.. 'Backsliding' is the 
never-ending problem for evangelical conversi9ns of this sort, made 
under extreme emotional pressure. There were one or two small groups of 
boys meeting for prayer in odd co~ners of the-School premises during the 
following few days but gentle nudges from staff quickly diverted them 
back to more usual out of school summer term activities -like cricket, 
swimming, athletics .. 

There is a sequel, however, to the ,story. Fo'r years the whole 
episode was ,buried in my memo'ry, but in, -the 1970!s, I did begin 'to 
recount the story to VI-Form History 'groups 'when dealing with ,the 
Reformation, so the memory and the story haC. been revived by 1976 or 
1977.. In those 'years, when first Mr .. Bates and then 'Mr. Crowther 
retired, there were extra large attendances at the Old Boys' Day in the 
summer term. One particular Old Boy came back for-' the first time for 
twenty years. He had- been present on the evening of the conversion of 
boarders and so I recalled to him that far-off episode in terms of 
amusement.. He replied simply, - nIt was the most important evening of my 
life." I tell this sequel to VI Form History groups as well. There is 
some sort of lesson there, I think, about how individuals- react very 
differently to the same events; and how we ought not to make hasty 
judgements. 

1964 .:. 1971 (M. Sum;ners) 

My first impression of the School was of its daunting size - but 
• then the greatest number of children ,I'd ever seen together before was 

IS, at myoId school at Port Howard, West Falkland Is. I'd never seen a 
running track, never worn football boots, and hadn't heard of Latin (and 
often wished I never ,had!). But the howling gale on top of Melbury Hill 
on our first Sunday walk seemed perfectly natural. . 
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England was something of a cuI tu re shock for a farm boy from the 
Falkland Islands, but Dorset was the uatural choice for nearly all those 
of us who came to school here. Myself and Gerard Robson atteoded the 
Graumar School, four girls have been to the Bigh T.School, and others to 
Clayesmore, Beamlnster and Hardy's. We all remember rural Dorset with 
fondne~s. 

To the p~pils, I think, it is 'the staff who give the School its 
character, and around whom the best stories turn. We had Brooks ~he 
Actor, who became less stern as you outgrew him; Frank Hopton, who 
taught-the excitement of knowledge; the eccentric music teachers, 
'Bonzo' and 'Skippy'; kindly 'Doc' giving away- redundant three-penny 
pieces from the dinner money as we ' left; Hough and Webber of the 
fearsome bad moods; lordly Peter Rolfe; and the fatherly majesty of 
Ge~rge Bates. Anft Brian Crowther who, one morning afte~ ass~mbly, held 
up-a fine par~r pen to be claimed. 

lilt's mine, Sir," said ItButchU Robson. 
IIThen kindly explain" laddle, why I found it in my strawberry 

patch. 1t 

Enough saidl 

1969 ::.!.lli (C. G. Howlett) 

The boys were ~iling into the Chapel for morning assembly. On this 
particular- morning there seemed to be less jostling fo~ seating 
positions than was normal, and the P~efects had little tr~uble in 
keeping the level of noise down. Of course there -was some ,chatter, but 
it was un"commonly subdued. We all knew<trouble was -in the air; news 
travels fast amongst school boys. All were keeping their 'heads low', 
with the imminent arrival of the ' teaching sta~f. < , 

The staff'would gather together in,the vestry at the -front, to one­
side of the Chapel,' coming in behind the Headm~ster~ to take the-ir 
places in the ol_d choir stalls, so starting the -assembly proc~edlngs. 
Many eyes watched the vestry door. It opened, and the Headmaster, t,he 
late Mr. Crowther, swept in, _his ,black gown flowing around him as he 
emerged at a swifter gait than was usual. He stood in his place 
scowling at us (we now also standing), a sure sign of his . displeasure. 

Most of the staff were present that morning, as was usual when 
trouble was afoot. Looking back, there is litle doubt that this was all 
part of an arranged effect, but as a schoolboy there is little doubt 
that such a show of force was impressiv~, and its purpose some way 
achieved. 

The staff all had their best "we are not amused" faces on, some 
more obvious than others. Mr. Hopton, next to the Headmaster, would 
frown. Mr. Bates, whose already upright stature seemed to increasp 
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considerably on such occasions, would pout his lips in a characteristic 
way, and clasping his hands together in front of him he would look· 
sternly down at us all. Mr. Webber was worst of all; we had all 
experienced his wr?th as individuals from time to time, and it could be 
most disconcerting. He wore such thick specta'cles that Y.ou could not 
see where his eyes were looking;· the lenses seemed 'to glaze over all the 
more at such times. To add to this, he. would tremble ever so slightly 
from top to toe, the amount of tremble depending on the seriousness of 
the offence. I seem to remember Mr. Hough as another trembl'er when 
things got really bad, but normally a rise in colour was a good warning 
to tread carefully. Mr. "Rolfe would always appear the same whatever, 
but as this was always the case you had to be cautious, as you could 
never be sure. Sometimes I could swear Doe Strawbridge was trying to 
hold back a laugh at the whole charade. 

A badly aimed flick of a fountain pen, by one boy, to another, 
during a music lesson the previous day, in the Chapel, was the cause of 
,the trouble on this occasion. The building had been completely re­
decorated only'a few weeks beforehand, but now, behind the Headmaster 
was a large splash of blue ink right down the wall. To tpis h~ now 
turned', pointing an accusing finger. He chose his words carefully. 
The culprit was known and would be dealt with, ,but let there be a 
warning to us all, that any future such incident would result in 
punishment of. much increased s~verity. 

That was that. As he turned back, in quite a different voice he 
announced the morning hymn. The atmosphere eased. Soon there was 
'hearty singing; another incident over, another day ahead. 

1977-81 (A. R. D. Wickson : Hea<!master) 

Alth~ugh ~y period at Shaftesbury Grammar School was brief, my wife 
and I ~ound our .~our years extremely rewarding. I believe strongly in 
the value of selective education, for all its obvious imperfections~ I 
was delighted to be at a school where boarding was flourishing and its 
Chapel meant a great deal to me. ,The great strength of a school of this 
size is that it wa~ possibl~' for the Headmaster to know everyone very_ 
well. I was· particularly impressed by the dedica.tion' to the School, 
shown by all concerned with it. 

Al though it quickly became clear to me that the L.E.A. intended to 
reorganise the School as soon as pOSSible, I saw it as my job to 
continue to run it as a traditional grammar school. My great hope was 
that it would be possible for the School to retain its Voluntary Aided 
status ev~n ,after reorganisation. The enormous promise of support for 
this scheme was a great tribute to the School's reputation, but, alas, 
the Diocese could not guarantee its financial support and unhappily the 
scheme had inevitably to be abandoned. 

My other aim was to try to bring the three secondary schools closer 
together through our combined musical activities and Gilbert and 
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Sullivan productions. These seemed to achieve a spirit of happiness and 
co-operation and I hope they may have made some ~ontribution, 1;0 easing 
the problems of reorganisation. 

My family and I are very grateful for our time at Shaftesbury and I 
ho~e that the q~alities we found in the School will continue to be found 
in the School of the future., I wish success and happiness to all who 
will' in any way be involve~ in creating the ,new··set':'up. 

1951-1976 (B.S. "George" !!ates) 

I could sit here and (were there no distractions) could tell' a long 
story but will confine myself to a few memories. 

I re!!a,ll... the high standard of Sch_ool soccer in the eariy 50's, 
with th,e long passes, especially"in matqhes against London banks; the 
gloricius position of the School, with its wonderful views of Melbury arid 
Bulbarrow-j Arthur, the kiridest chef ever, for whom nothing was too, much 
troublej Austin, Mrs. Wills, Nelly with her piles of washing, and dear 
old Quickie, who tended- me like a lady's.maidj School lunches - Davld 
Johnson, a one-time prospective Liberal candidate for ,Eastlelgh, 
advising me ("Go on Sirl") to grab' the lIextras" coming through the hatch 
before Mrs. Minchin could claim them in her status as Headmaster's wife; 
tlNobby" Caines all~tting the vegetab'les at table, with only six peas 
left fo-r b~mself and me, saying, "Are you fussy about peas, Sir?" 

• 
I remember ... the Rug and Friday Clubs with a dozen juniors In my 

study and Mike Summers from the Falkland Island sitting by the huge log 
fire, smiling at me. "What's the matter with you1" "I've never sat by 
a log-fire before, Sir I We don't have any trees in the Falklands - only 
galvanize." 

There were hundreds of happy ho~rs on the Rugby field after I 
con~pired successfully with John Brett -to c~ange the School to a Rugby 
school. There was the pleasure of seeing the School's results in the 
Sunday _papers and Monday's Telegraph ·and -the thrill of beating Hardye's 
School at Dorchester and guiltily allowing Mr. Middlemas to take us all 
into the King's Arms out of hours for a celebratory beer. 

I enjoyed taking coach loads of perfectly behaved boys to 
Twickenham, Gloucester (for the South African match), Bournemouth (for 
the Kiwi match), Taunton, Salisbury and Bridgwater for County matches; 
and_ relished the satisfaction and pleasure of helping to prodilce our 
~est Rugby footballer, Tony Rodgers, and seeing him play" for the England 
"und~r 23" XV at Twickenham and for Cambridge against the men of Fiji at 
Cambridge, and in. the University matches. . 

I do not forget the wizardry 'of Derek Brown and "Bifflt Byford, 
changing, direction on the field, or the anxiety on rare occasions of 
injuries, particularly of Colenso Itputtlng out" his knee at Poole in the 
first few minutes of a tough match and cal1.ing out in distress, liDo 
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somethi~g, Sir!". My gr~titude went to staff for rea~y and 
unquesti6rifng help in games (particularly p~riuips t~ 'Gr;lff' the 
woodwork master, "Bunny" Bay l1ss, Da vid Payne, Fete -Ni'c;holson, Brian 
Brooks and Mike Webber); 

Then there were countless happy hours on the cricket field with my 
under IS-Xl's _or umpiring 1st Xl's, remembering particularly the sunny 
disposItion of Christopher Janes, Doug Simpson, John Young,· Jose 
Romanillos and Mike Waterson. I arranged happy games for staff and 
friends, ai~Bishopstone and Ashmore particularly. -How many o~ us can 
remember. '-'BmIDy" Bayliss, who could throw a cricket balr 120 yards? In 
one match "IIBunny" from ·the boundary hurled the ball· straight at Bob -at 
_the bowier's end. Bob, putting out a timorous hand, cried out, "Steady, 
Bayli'ss,l ". 7 , 

I received a lovely card from Mrs. Crowther, when I was in hospital 
for the first half of my last term, sayi:ng, "Come back soon! Your' young 
cricketers and gardeners want you". Oh yesl we had a gardeners' ~lub 
with several plots and prizes for the best. Stephenson and Howlett were 
the Percy Throwers ·of our Club. Sixteen window-boxes, too, graced the 
front . ~f the School, with sweet-sm~ll,ing stock~ and other flowers, and 
my study box, lit i~.the 'evening by glow-worms from my Exmoor home', in 
two successive years was the nome 0; father and mO,ther l<iagtail, 
produ~ing six birds in one year 'and two in the next, a fascinating sight 
which I regret never having had filmed', by an expert such as Eric Ashby, 
whom I persuaded once to visit us with his lovely pictures. Visits too 
we enjoyed to the Southern Counties Show at Newbury, and in later years 
to the Bath and West at Taunton, and many reguiarly at Shept~n Mallet. 

I recall with admiration the military enthusiasm of 'Joe! Veale (I 
overheard an Old Boy once saying "he's ~ade himself up into- a colonel"), 
with his smart cadets and splendid band so impressive on -special 
occasions, with matron looking on anxiously, especially on inspection 
day, in ~ase a soldier on parade fainted. 

Matrons, and Assistant Matrons, we had a-plenty. There 'was 
nNausicaa'~ sunning herself on the roof in broad hat and brief costume. 
Bar~ara Stowe was outstanding and upstanding - most boys were suffering 
from S.P.I. (self-pityitis)! Now, sadly, she has passed from us. 

It was a pleasure to receive every year from"my form III a book 
signed by every boy - a valued and treasured possession.-

It was sad ,to' see Br1an Crowther for years bravely struggling to 
keep going, especially as he walked up to,his place in chapel. 

I t was a pleasure to take the ba;arders' eve'ning service on, 
many occasions, to take 'boys to the'Shaftesbury theatre, to Chelsea 
Flower Show,. and to take boys and p·arents to'- plays and .operettas a-t 
Salis~u~y; to act as treasurer for the School play 'or Gilbert and 

'- ' -
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Sullivan and tlfiddle" the booking so that patrons with physical 
disabilities or "fads" could sit In suitable positions. I remember. 
with gratitude. the many years when Bertie Brickell of Gillingham 
printed all our posters~ hand-bills and tickets entirely free. 

Mike Webber was always loyal and efficient in the boarding ·house, 
'but I feel that my greatest debt Is to Frank and Betty Hopton, to Hrs. 
Qaltry, the most kind, ' selfless and understanding secretary ever, and to_ 
the many wives and parents who gave me wonderful hospitality. 

-My sincere thanks, too. to two members of the 'grey-baired" club; 
Len Cole, the. Nestor of the staff room, always ready to cope wIth and 
advise on any 'sitewation' (sic) who passed to me in 1951 some ready­
made Rugger players such as Idris K1rby, Andy Ne~an, Tony Allum and the 
speedy and elusive 'Watkins; and to Geoff Scalbert, a fine schoolmaster 
and friend. Dear old 'Doc' Strawbridge and his charming wife gave me 
their eldest son to work hard in my study with the bright-eyed Mary Co le 
at Aristophanes and Thucydides for their Greek A. Levels. Now to the 
Crowther memorial servlce. where I thought not only of Brian but alsO' of 
Tony Willlams. whom I had visited at his home in bed in Salisbury the 
night before he died - a . tragic loss to the SchooL . 

So to the 1982 Old Boys' dinner at the Grosvenor, so skilfully 
organized by -Tom Cordery, at which as one of four ·or five guests of 
h*onour r had to make a speech in th~ presence of erstwhile 'under IS' 
cricketers such as Finding and young Hopkios. who had taken part in the 
Falklands War. . 

S.G.S. was a happy family school that can never be the same. 

Tempora mutantur et .~ cU,m:.!!!!!. 

OLD SllASTOIIIAIIS DI mE soum An.6NTIC 

We are very proud to ·include two accounts from Old Boys of their 
involvement in the Falklands episode. One is printed here in full; the 
second slightly shortened~ because of lack of space. 

First, from Second Officer W. H. Walworth. R.F.A.: 

"r waa studying at the Royal Naval Corlege at Greenwich when the 
episode started and I was then appointed to pne of t~e· ships take n up 
from trade, to be in charge of the embarked Na val party of 25 who wer~ 
to assist the ship in its new role. 

11 The ship was the M.V. Saxonia, a Cunarder cargo 'ship and usually 
employed as a banana boat. We converted her to make her capable of 
replenishIng ships of my O\ll1 organisation, the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
Service. at sea and underway, and loaded her ~ith stores for the. Fleet 

77 



at portsmouth in five very hectic days. My major task was to assist the 
Maste~ in preparing his ship to discharge her cargo and oper~te in a war 
environment. This proved both interesting and amusing, the transition 
from banana boat. to Flee~ store support ship being accomplished in very 
short time. We discharged at sea part of the cargo to R.F.A.ls in the 
South Atlantic, an evolution that caused a few fluttering hearts, 
particularly the Captainls. He had spent his sea career avoiding ships 
and now had to have another ship 100 feet away from him at 12 knots. 

"We ended up in South Georgia for three weeks where we were blown 
around anchorages and hid .in icebergs and discharged the bulk of our 
cargo to R.F.A.'s. We sailed for home and I left with my party from 
Ascension expecting to rejoin the ship after a few day~' leave. That 
did not happen and I was appointed to our headquarters in London to do a 
spell as a Staff Officer. 

"l was aboard H.M.S.Endurance several times but 1 discovered too 
late that one of her 'officers was a Shastonian, and that several of us 
were down there.1I 

Secondly, from S.Lt. J. Hopkins R.N., -Lynx pilot, H.M.S. Argonaut 
Flight: 

liMy part in the Falklands. operation began some two weeks after the 
main carrier group had left a~ the b_eginn~ng of April ••• 

1I0ur ship, a Leander class frigate, was at Portland in the first 
few days of a Iwork Upl. We learnt on a Wednesday afternoon we we_re to 
go South and had three days to install equipment in the Lynx and pack, 
discarding everything but essentials and taking on an enormous amount of 
ammunition. My observer used these three days to' re-arrange his· wedding 
from May - mainly s~ that he could claim separation allowance ••• 

"We flew onto the ship just off Plymouth on a calm and pleasant 
Monday afternoon. We sailed in company with the ill-fated H.M.S. 
Ardent and a few R.F.A.ls, and immediately started the task of 'HDS' 
around the group, which we were to repeat many times in the future. HDS 
is the movement of equipment, humans, S.A.S./S.B.S., etc. around the 
fleet by helicopter... ' 

liOn arriva+ at Ascension Island we met up with the main assault 
force, who were busy exercising on the volcanic outcrops. Ascension 
seemed to be assaul ted at least three times a day and seemed abo,ut to 
sink with t~e number of aircraft and 'stores now sitting upon it ••• I't 
was at the end of our stay in Ascension that the news came through of 
Sheffield being hit, and of the death of one of my good friends in the 
'stovey' (Sea ~arrier) world, Nic Taylor ••• The death of somebody I 
knew and the loss of the Sheffield made the fight to come, look 
inevitable. This feeling was evident on the whole ship, amongst the 
shock, and the attitude turned to let's go and get it over and done 
with; they really deserve it nowl 

"Our run down to the Total Exclusion Zone was relatively uneventful 
as regards real action. We ran into heavy weather for the first time, 
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at about 200 - 300 South. Deck landings took on a different meaning. It 
vas a case .of hover alongside, leap on when the deck pitched and rolled 
through level and engage the deck lock before being thrown off. One 
night was particularly rough and it rather stretched the imagination to 
believe how far the ship could roll before it went completely over. I 
could not take the noise and buffeting forwaxd so I tried to sleep 
beside the Lynx in the hangar aft but it .kept leaning over on top of me, 
restrained by chain lashings on the far Side, though I thought they 
might 'break at any moment. ' 

''Thexc, was a -c:ontinual threat of submarine action, which- began to 
build the te~sion. Canberra, Fearless ·and ,Atlantic Conveyor were ideal 
targe,ts, to mention but a few of the by now large fleet, though thexe 
were few escorts, Ardent and ,ourselves le&:ding -much of the time ••• We 
closed up to action stations a few times for possible approaching 
reconnaissance aircraft, with the intention 0-£ opening fire with the 
obsolete and short xange weapons we had, should they have come close 
enougb. Ali these turned out to be false warnings. As we reached the 
Total Exclusion Zone the weather calmed again, giving the troops a" 
respite before the assault ••• 

liOn the morning of the commencement of the run in from the Total 
Exclusio,n Zone bO~ndary to the Falklands the: weather had ag~in ,becane 
appalling. This time, however, we were glad to see it, ,as -low clou'd, 
rain and poor visibility would keep the Argentine Air 'Force off us as 
they did Dot have the capability to fly- in bad weather. The presence of 
the carriers and their escort, which had by now rendezvoused, did 
something to alleviate the tension, particularly "the presence of the Sea 
Wolf mi~sl~e system on Broadsword and Brill-iant, which had already 
proved ~tself on three Skyhawks. We were ' at action stations all the day 
and up early the next morning as the first waves of the assault went 
ashore. We were last in the line of ships proceeding into the north 
Falkland Sound, all the assault ships entering San Carlos Water. We 
could see the sky had cleared and that it would be a bright blue, sunny 
day as we escorted the logistic ships -(Sir Galahad, etc) into the Sound~ 
We saw odd tracer flying across the shore near Fanning Head but 
otherwise all was quiet. It would ·have,'been much noisier around Port 
San Carlos at the t~1:lel We passed close to the 100t:11ng black.bulk ,of 

,Fanning 'Head at toe entrance to the Sound eagerly watching the now 
brightening sky line for any sign o-f the Argentinian garrison known to 
hav.e~been on it. By daylight we had taken ~p patrol position. just _off 
FannIng Head. ~ was breaking the silence by shelling the Head over 
the top of our ship. The raucous noise gave us a great deal of 
encouragement that this was not to be a happy day for the Argentinians 
either. This fire was in support of the SAS who were in the process of 
completing the destruction of the Fanning Head garrison ••• 

"At about 12.30 a suspect radar blip was detected and as the 
captain was worried about Exoccts being- launched into the Sound, I was 
'actioned' in the Lynx complete with Exocet decoy (n piece of scrap iron 
bolted to the side of the aircraft at the last mome-nt). I was rather 
worried a bout ' the flight characteriwtics of the ' decoy a~ - its 
aerodynamics were literally worse than a brick and liable to rip off at 
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any time. (It had been built the day before by the shipwright.) I flew 
as fast as I dared to my position 8eove and near the ship, looking as I 
have never looked before for the incoming missile or aircraft. I must 
have resembled one of those nodding animals you find on the rear window 
shelf of cars. I heard on the radio, two marine pilots talking (more 
correctly shouting) to each other about a Pucara approaching them and of 
some Argentinians running up the white flag on a p'ole outside a larg~ 
house, presumably in the San CarIos area. As the Exocet wo~ld have 
passed by this time had it really been fired, I switched my attention to 
the direction .of the Pucara as hovering helicopters make good targets. 
I was· Btfil looking in that direction when I 'heard some warning of an 
uncertaip nature from the ship. At the same _time my P.O. aircrewman 
gunner in,·the back drew my attention to a small- Aeromachi 326 jet 
skimming the water below with smoke trailing from his guns and rocket 
trails ahead of him. We learnt on return to the ship -that -this aircraft 
had suddenly appeared over the hill to the Nor.th, seen Argonaut, come 
do~ to sea level, machine-gunned the upper d~ck and fired rockets 
across the flight deck at the rear. Had they passed a few yards further 
forward they would have struck. However, he did cause casualties on tbe 
upper-deck arid virtually not a shot was fi~ed back. Thus Argonaut 
suffered the first attack- and casualties. At the time that I saw him I 
carried out the standard evasive action, i.e. to go and hide behind the 
biggest piece of rock possible. A helicopter has no defence against 
such jets apart from hiding' or out-turning him. I soon found a 
convenient. small valley opening' only to the North, throwing away ,all 
caution about speed (better to be killed by scrap iron passing through 
the tail rotor than give an Argentinian the -satisfaction). Once I was 
settled in my valley 1 heard reports of' four Skyhawks (A4s) attacking 
the ships further down the Sound with no effect. Ev"entually after ten 
minutes of calm'1 was ordered back to the ship which 1 did at maximum 
possible speed. As 1 'left the valley I could see the reassuring sight 
of Canberra and the assault, ships unloading in San~Carlos. I shut down 
the aircraft and leapt into the hangar as fast as possible as I believed 
that being strapped into a helicopter which is locked' to the deck is no 
place to be with air raids around. 

flAir raid warning was relaxe~ to y~llow but went to red again about 
fifteen minutes later. I was again actioned in the Lynx, reducing the 
normal time to airborne from five to one minutes (no checks - Hopkins 
incoming raid start procedure Mk 1). I took off and accelerated away up 
the side of the ship, but in the shallow climb I could not make tbe 
radio work so 1 turned 1800 and flew at about masthead height and at 80 
knots down the side of the ship. A,s I passed the flight deck again, 1 
saw a Mirage coming in directly for me the other side of the ship (from 
the West), very low. I could see his canon shells kicking up t~e water 
and as he closed the ship two 1000lb bombs left his- rails, making an 
enormous splash as they hit the water aft of the ship (but probably did 
not explode). He pulled up sclll ·firing and passed just behind me, 
close enough for me to be able to tell you the exact hue of his sun tan 
visible between his mask ,and helmet. Miraculously I was not bit, as I 
had been accelerating madly with the collective pitch lever under my arm 
pit (I probably nearly bent it). The pilot. did not impress me by not 
being able to hit the ship travelling,at about 28 k~ots. He may not 
have been able to make up his mind whether to go for the "ship or the 
helicopter and consequently passed between the two ••• 
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"Ue then entered another period of ca~m until about 1730 when 
another multiple raid developed ••• 

l'We received the devoted attention of six Skyhawks in three waves 
at one stage. In the hangar we could hear the machine gun and Bofors 
fire reach a crescendo as the aircraft came near, which built the fear 
to an almost unbearabl_e level. On about the "last wave, we heard a Sea 
Cat go WhO~8h 8S the crescendo rose, this being an unusual event that 
day to get a mi~8ile away. A few seconds later the ship shook violently 
twice as two lOOOlb bombs hit. One landed not fifteen feet from where' I 
and the rest of the flight were busy digging holes in the deck. It 
destroyed one boiler, seriously damaged another and started hydraulic. 
fires. Neither bomb went off. The forard bomb hit below the water line 
and eatered a Sea Cat magazine, passing through the main dies'el tanks. 
This caused our first deaths. The ship lost all power, fire alarms 
sounde~ and a vast pall of steam and smoke hung over tbe ship. The ship 
was out of control, heading towards the rocks, though it was saved by the 

"engines running out of steam and lubrication sbutting themselves down 
and a few brave hands running on to the focsle and dropping an anchor. 
We were of course preoccupied with our predicament but our attention was 
drawn to HMS Ardent further down the Sound, which we could see 
occasionally through our smoke, on fire wi~h her stern blown away and 
,sinking. Hy P.O. aircrewman then appeared round the ,corner of the 
hangar. "Do you suffer from constipation?" he said. "Try Mirage 5u~ 
HMS PlYmouth drew bravely out of San Car lOB Water and positioned herself 
alongside and up-threat of us while an equally brave Wasp pilot, Lt. 
Keith Mills of HMS Yarmouth, landed on the small .patch of our flight 
deck available, again and again amongst. the smoke to take casualties o'£f 
one at a time. Two more A4s closed for the kill but broke off at the 
sight of Plymouth's 4.5 inch muzzle flash~s. . 

"SO ended May 21st, with one out of the five ships in tbe Sound 
remaining in fighting f9rm - HMS Broadsword. though with slight canon 
damage. Brilliant had to retire to sea for repairs to her damaged 
systems; Antrim I have described; Ardent was sinking and we were 
seriously damage Cl structurally with no power - a Clead sh'ip. Not one 
landing ship in San Carlos was hit. piymouth took us in ,tow and I 
remember spending all night lying on the hangar floor, lit with a vague 
glow from the burning Ardent and a bright moon as compared to the total 
darkness in the rest of the ship. The Falklands landscape was lit dimly 
by the moon and looked peaceful in this uniform, silvery colour. This 
was enhanced by the total silence after the preceding day and the 
absence of the normal noise of a ship, apart from the distant hum of 
Plymouth's engines. It was as quiet as a punt on the river C~m with the 
gentle swish of water beside us. I listened to SOme sketchy news on the 
BBC World Service and spent most of the night watching the .burning mass 
o,f ~ erupt ,every minute as a 4.5 shell explo,ded. At about t\lO a.m. 
there was an almighty explosion which lit up the entire landscape around 
which I believe was probably Ardent's Exocet ,goIng off. 

liThe next morning we crossed to Plymouth for a quick snatched 
breakfast, being the first reasonable ' meal ye had had for over a day. 
Then back onto the ship as daylight broke 'on a cloudy day an~ Plymouth 
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broke away. We were told we were in a safe anchorage but we could see 
we were in 'fact entirely on our own in ,th~ wide section at the north of 
San Carlos water. Our fires had of course been exting~ished, but we had 
only one generator providing power which kept on tripping due to 
contaminated fuel (therefore Sea Cat worked intermittently). 'We had two 
live bombs on board, in the forward part of the ship, underwater. No 
air raids developed during the morning and early afternoon, probably due 
to the low cloud. The boiler room bomb was de-fused during ,the early 
afternoon by the Staff Sergeant to be killed on Antelope a day later. 
We then managed to muster four landing craft to tow us into the narrow 
part of San CarIos with all the other landing ships remaining (many of 
the civilian ships had left overnight). Shortly-after we anchored 
again, four A4s' appeared to make a pathetic raid, dropping their bombs 
in the middle of the open piece of wat_er (where we were half an hour 
before). The only other action of the day came when our anchor started 
dragging and we started drifting onto Sir Galahad, at the time stacked 
full of ammunition,_all the time not -having any propulsion to solve the 
situation. Sir G'alahad eventually realised and moved herself. The 
Marines woula-come alongside in landing craft and throw uS sm~ll packets 
of biscuits etc. as they seemed to appreciate th~ ship's taking the fire 
off them the previous day. After dark we went below to see what food 
there was and had a quick goof at the boiler room bomb about six feet 
below a hatch. After the recent action standing six feet from an 
unexploded bomb seemed very safe to me. 

"Sunday 23rd dawned bright and clear after another night in the 
hangar (my cabin was uninhabitable due to -bomb damage). This Sunday was 
ironically Argentine Air Force day, o~ at least it was for the 75% 
remaining. The Lynx was tasked to searcp. the Sou!ld for enemy shipping 
and for this reason my scrap iron was removed and two Sea Skua strapped 
on. This 'made me feel happier with the ,Lynx back' to its fast 
manoeuverable self and with a big punch capable ,of taking some revenge 
for Friday. By this time the Rapier sights were set up and we had to be 
c~reful not to appear round pieces of 'rock too quickly., Wc Jlcw off 
down the sound, fast and at extreme' low level, which I found easy under 
the circumsta~ces. _ My head again moved_in a blur as _raid~ng aircraft 
coul'd appear in the Sound at any moment. Eventually after passing south 
'of Swan Island past the heavily enemy manned-~~eas of Goose Green and 
Port Roward we saw a large freighter but were not able to engage it due 
to a system malfunction. We hovered among the sma-il flat top islands 
with wheels just above the water while we thought aQout th~ problem. We 
noticed a British parachute and dinghy washed up against the shore of 
one of these fifteen foot high islands., which we rep"orted and later 
turned out to be that of the downed FIt. Lt. Glover, who was captured 
and taken to the mainland. ·A helicopter-borne SAS patrol searched the 
island that night but of course to no avail. We noted the 'position of 
the freighter for ano~her aircraft·, though.it turned out after that it 
had already been strafed by Harriers and abandoned. Returning to San 
CarIos, -we passed a small» eerie mast poking through the water - the 
last visible sign of Ardent. Later we ~isited Broadsword to try to 
repair our system, our first contact with another ship for some time and 
with many stories to tell. 

82 



'~We received one very early warning of a mul tiple raid from 
Coventry and waited trembling for them to appe,ar. However, for the 
first time they did not come for us but went for Coventry vith veIl 
publicised results. All felt appreciative of Coventry's efforts later 
that evening as the vounded were brought ashore and she sank. The 
Atlantic Conveyor was also hit by Exocet, of course. That. night as the 
rescue of Coventry's crew continued our ship had to be evacuated while 
divers cleared an area around our forward bomb, which was wedged between 
two live Sea Cats, a bent box'of Bofors ammunition and submersed In 
diesel fuel. The Lynx wss to be used, for night insertions but this 
operation .was cancelled and with failing light we could do no more than 
act 8S a communications link for the Tescue area "as we had · no night 
hover capability. That ~ight we were to go to a forward operating base 
of 846 Commando Squadron in the hills t.o the east of San Carlos. The 
only bedding we managed to obtain were two blankets, which we threw in 
the aircraft together with trusty light machine guus a nd double 
magazines. We landed in a precarious niche ashore, seriously upsetting 
two ducks, to be met by a chatty young marine. We were taken to their 
tent for a brew up. InSide, full of ten groundcrew and marines, stores 
and kit, it was very warm and comfortable. W~ were told that there was 
not enough room fOT us to sleep theTe but that we could go to another 
tent on our own Dear the top of the hill. We trudged up to this teDt to 
find it was just that, no equipment. no groundsheet, no nothing, except 
for some fern-reminiscent plants as beds. We were given the password 
for the night and told that, as no advance had . really be!!n made ·in .this 
direction, .the' ·enemy could be just oveT the top of the hilll We could 
see the occasional, reassuring flash amongst th'e rocks on the skylIne as 
marines lit cigarettes. We remained in our goon bags of course, being 
our warmest item of clothing, and lay down for the night, having .had 
half a Yorkie bar each for supper - p~oper meals were sti11 not 
available on the ship, though I had bought several bars of chocolate on 
the journey south as survival rations. ' .Machine guns were placed rea.dy 
beside us, my· observer insisting on actual.ly. clipping in a magazine, 
leaving it just on safety catch pointing in my direction. I hoped he 
did , not get restless in his sleep. The night passed peacefully enough 
however ex.cept i didn't get much sleep through cold made 'Worse by the 
lack of food. The Falklands climate was no colder than · the Shetlands, 
where I work~d for two years on North 'Sea helicopters 'prior to joinIng 
the RN, but it did seem to get strangely damp. On the following 
morning, bright and clear as usual, I inspected myself for 'bullet holes, 
packed' my blankets 'and set off downhill for the aircraft. Some missile 
debris and damage was .evident on the hillsides, proving the story ~old 
by the marines that they ' were In as much danger from friendly anti­
aircraft fire as from enemy aircraft. The landscape ' resembled .the 
Shetlands, barren, dark green hills with large rock outcrops towards the 
summits. It would look picturesque com~ined with the seascapes in 
different circumstances ... 

liThe day after, we went. to aiT Taid warning red early afte:r fiTst 
light. It WBS very apparent by this time that in fact the worst raids 

, were those of .which one had a long warning. If ten minutes· ' \1arning was 
received, you had that time for your fears to build. Would one come for 
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your ship? Wo~ld he fire when he was pointing at you?_ We had_ alrea~y 
seen the devastating effect of cannon shells splintering, going through 
almost any metal structure, making it really futile trying to tak,~ 
cover. ,Would your ship be hit by a bomb, would it land near you and 
would it go off? What was it like to be injured by shrapnel, how much 
would it hurt? We had all seen the mess it make·s of people. What would 
it be ~ike returning home blind or lame? At least if a raid appea~ed 
without warning it was a matter of forty-five seconds, till th.e aircraft 
were _past, so,_you had lit.tle time to ,worry and If you were still in onc 
piece, that was that. The terror produced by an approaching raid was 
horrific and- I do not know that any of us could put' it into words". 
_Reading some second world'war books I do not think anybody else has ever 
managed to, either. Trying to describe it each time 'there was action 
woul~ soon become repetitious and the book would lose its interest. 

"However, that morning we were expecting a raid and were directing 
,f~ghters on our radar. Forward. in the ship, welding was taking place to 
produce a hole through the decks so that the undefused bomb could be 
raised from"the magazine. Aided by the diesel fuel scattered everywhere 
a raging fire "was started by the heat of the welding. The smoke 
billowed out, obscuring our gunners from expected incoming~aircraft and 
causing the operations room to be evacuated. One of my- Sea-Harrier 
friends I spoke to later, said he was being vectored 'to an intercept 
position with a stream of directions when the controller announced that 
he could no longer see his plot due to smoke and was evacuating. The 
pi<lot assumed the enemy must have already got through, ,throwing great 
confusion on the situation. More fire-fighting apparatus was airlIfted 
from ships in San Carlos and a common television picture has become 
Argonaut burning whilst supplies are unaerslung to the flight deck by 
Sea Kings. No ·air raid" thankfully developed -and the fire was eventually 
e~tinguished ~after it had burnt out the front of the ship. ,There_were 
several other air raid warnings that day.- On many occasions the- Lynx 
was launched to the north of the island to attempt ,to gain information 
by electronic surveillance. This was nerve racking, being on your own 
out to sea without protection, transj~.ts to and fro involving passing 
Argentinian observations posts and troop positions. Probably the best 
warning of raids we were likely to give was that we had just been shot 
at/down by twelve ·Mirages heading in the fleet's directionl ... 

"That Thursday was bomb-removal night, which again required 
evacuation of the ship. The Lynx was told to go to HMS Arrow for ,the 
night, also .in San Carlos water. My observer and. I looked forward to 
this a great deal for it promised proper beds and a good meal for the 
first time in a week. ,We landed on HMS Arrow as darkness fell-, stowed 
our aircraft and rushed to the wardroom-for our meal, a quick chat with 
their aircrew and then bed. "What do you want ~ bed for?' they said. 
'To sleep on', was the obvious reply. (Little humour at this stage; the 
reply would at many other times ha,ve involved women.) 'Didn't they tell 
you w~ are-going to shell Goose Green tonight?' So we just -settled for 
a good meal as Arrow ~slipped quietly down the Sound to abeam the target. 
Later that night a call for fire was received from the spotter ashore 
an4, with '~eassuring' warnings from the c~ptain about Pucaras and 
return fire from shore, we opened fire with a mixture of star shell and 
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high explosive. At first the target area was black and still but as 
soon as the first- shells hit, small torchlights could be seen rushing in 
various directions. Wherever this group went, our mad ,Irish spotter 
with 2 Para moved the-fire. Eventually the area seemed to become an 
inferno, with perpetual daylight from star shells and explosions 
everywhere. This continued for seven hours or more. The Arge~tinians 
certainly got no_sleep for when we finished as daylight neared the ' 
paratroopers pushed on. 

"Daylight saw us back in San Carlos and on board our own ship. 
During the ,night a line "had been rigged to the bomb and led down to the 
back of the ship. A sharp tug, fingers in ears, was then given and the 
bomb raised through the cut holes and over the side. Thus the -ship was 
bomb-free for the first time in a week and repairs were under way to get 
her to a major repair area out to sea. ~here were no air raids this day 
though a Mirage and Skyhawk passed northwards up the Sound, probably not 
daring to ,enter San Carlos. However-, they flew too close to the 
Rapiers, the Skyhawk meeting a sudden end. It was announced at -the time 
that the A.A.F. was buying a glass;-bottomed boat to e~able it to keep a 
better eye on its aircraft. That Friday, Saturday and Sunday passed 
without air raids. The A.A.F. seemed virtually beatenj they just could 
not accept those losse~. • 

liOn Sunday the repairs were cons;1dered fit for sea, all water now 
having been pumped out w~th the aid o~ patches on the holes in the- hull. 
We made to sea early i~ ·_~he morning on 'our ,one remaining but damaged 
boiler, pas~ing Uganda close- in at -the northern end of the -Sound lit up 
like the;proverbial Christmas Tree, the first lights we had seen for 
some time and reminding us of civilisation. After fuelling' and a_ close 
passage to Stanley early in the day, we.made our way, to the ~ 
Seaspread (the major repair ship) for attent~on. On the way our patches 
leaked very quickly and -the front went under water again. With. the 
following . sea, the water was not given sufficient movement to break the 
next bulkhead, though if it had we would have sunk. We made our way- out 
with the _-supply ships and thel~ escort, who ha~_ be~t:l .in close overnight 
re-supplying the troops. At one point a signal error caused us to ·alter 
course back to,'Bomb Alley, a , course which to'ok-us into a head-sea and , 
t.heref6re a highly dangerous sit~ation, w{th the bulkhead. During this 
time also, two Etendards fired Exocets at the fleet from the south, 
neither of which hit anything. I think one was shot down., This raid 
was 'followed up by' thr-ee,Skyhawks attacking HMS Avenger, none of whom 
managed to score a hie, though one Skyhawk managed to blow himself to' 
bits when his bomb explode~ o~ the sea below him. 

"We reached Stena Seaspread eventually after reversing course 
,again. I~ was' slightly. ironic fpr'me to see this ship again in the 
South Atlantic, having flown to it many times ~n Pumas on the North Sea 
in my previous job with Bristow Helicop~ers. We had to wait a few days, 
with the risk of further ,raids (though reduced at ~his range), until the 
sea was-calm enough for the divers to work. With great difficulty they 
managed to get a large splinter box over the large hol~ forward. Other 
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holes were patched and filled with concrete for the" journey home. 
Eventually the job was complete, after the Lynx had ferried many tons of 
equipment to and from the ships, including a visit- to the ill~fated 
~li:ulior&an. WE; then -rejo~ned the task force and again lifted many tons 

of equipment with the Lynx to other ships. This was sp~re equipme.nt 
which we would not need on the way home. The long journey to the 
Ascension Islands was commenced. During this time. the _Bluff Cove "raid 
on ~ Galahad ;J:t~d taken place and our old friend HMS Plymouth had been 
badly damag-ed returning to San Carlos after an NGS mission. Shortl,y 
afterwards, 'Stanley fell and the battle was over. 

nAfter playing hide and seek with a reconnaisance aircraft, we 
reached'_ Ascension. we' were rather apprehensive about submarine action 
on, the way' north as we had no way of deterring them' or defending 
ourselves', due to our poorly condition. We stayed in Ascension for a 
relaxing day and again had fun. feeding the breed of Piranha that lies in 
those, waters, with pencils, nails, 'ropes and anything else we could lay 
our hands on - they were' ~ot fussy. (Where did Leading Seaman Dirt go?) 

"We arrived in Plymouth at the end of June. The ship received a. 
tumultuous welcome, though the flight did not experience it as we always 
take the aircraft to its home air station before entering harbour. We 
had covered almost 24,000_ miles during our voyage, been struck by two 
bombs, fired numerous Sea Cats and I believe about 28,000 rounds of GPMG 
7.62mm ammunition. 

nAIl were relieved to get back. England seemed much more' pleasant 
than it had ever been before we went south. All were much older, bolder 
and wiser, carrying sad memories of those we had left behind, the faces 
that were real a few 'months' before and .of the suffering we had 
witnessed. M~ny bad never seen the people they were sent to free, they 
didn't know their character, colour or how they lived, not that it made 
any difference to the. way -they fought. Perhaps the fact I°knew the type 
of people through contact at Shaftesbury helped my conviction (lucky you 
didn l t flog me more t~an tWice', Mike Summers, or my opinion m'ight have 
been different!). Anyway, I am now waiting to go to another ship but 'I 
would not 'object at all (to put it mildly) if a·Harrier conversion 
interfered. I certainiy have' no w'ish to go through the Falklands 
experience again and hope that the previous neglect of the Na~vyj its 
weapons and'aircraft will be reversed to allow that to be SO.II 

.-------
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l!IE OLD SHASTONIAII CLUB 

liThe gentlemen educated at Shaston School, in order to renew old 
friendships, are desired,to dine together at the ~orge Inn, in Shaston, 
on Monday, 5th July next. 1t 

- from theW-eaten Gazette. 2nd July 1742. 

The 1981-82 Programme 

3rd october 1981 = Committee 'Meeting. 

The second committee meeting of the year was held at the School, 
with the President, I. KIRBY (1955), in the Cnair, and as last year, 
with only a 50% attendance. A.R..D.· WICKSON, Headmaster from 1977 unti~ 
1981, and F.C. HOPTON, who joined the Staff in 1951, were both 
u~anlmously elect~d Hon. Life Members of the Club. 

7th November 1981 - Rugby .Y.!. ~ School. 

,Numbers were better than last year and we fielded two fifteens, 
only to succumb in both games: 11-15 to the 1st XV, and 19-28 to the 
2nd XV. . 

The ~ ~ General Meeting. 

Followfng the custom of recent years, the meeting was held in the 
Chevy Chase Lounge at the Grosvenor Hotel, with thirty members present. 
The chair was' taken by D.J.MULLINS (1959), the immediate past 
President, as the President, I. KIRBY, had been delayed - but h~ arrived 
to take con~:rol of the meeting soon after the c.ommencement. The Hon. 
Trea~urer reported the accounts had been prepared by a firm of 
acco~tants,and were in much ,better shape than the past two years.> The 
Hon. Secretary welcomed the new Headmaster, R. F. de GROOT, and hoped 
the Club would give him every support, as we had done with previous 
heads. The intake of new members continued,' at a satisfactory l~vel. 

Elected as Officers and Committee for the coming year wcre:-

President:­
Vice President:-
Hon. Secretary/Hon.Treasurer:­
Asst. Hon. Secretary:-
Hon. T~easurer (Travel Scholarship):­
Hon. Auditor:-

R. BENNETT (1950) 
T. A. CORDERY (1932) 
T. A. CORDERY 
M. WATERSON (1981) 
A. R. CORBETT (1963) 
P. G. ROSS(1949) 

COlIJllittee:- Group B (to hold office for 3 years): ·P. BOMPAS (1966), N. 
BURD (1977), E. R. WALMSLEY (1958), D. J. MULLINS (1959), C. G. HoliLETT 
(1976). It was agreed P. G. ROSS (1949) would act as a comnittee member 
for the period wh~ls~ T. COATS was away in Ncw, Zea~and. 

In the financial year two awards had been made to Travel 
Scholarship applicants: for the previous year, G. BINGHAM (1978) spent 
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the academic year at Amsterdam University, whilst for this year, N. KIRBY 
(1978) went to Kenya, teaching. This fund is in a very healthy state, 
and thanks are due to all thos'e members who have contributed to it. 

J. W. SIMPSON (1939) reported on the Golf Tournament held at the 
Basingstok. Golf Club in May. L. TEMPLEMAN (1937) is the Captain for 
the year. 

The 'Pres1:d-ent then gave his report and he stressed the need for 
member's ·t_o·~ttend functions and sporting events promoted by the Club, 
especi~lly ~~,t~~'~ext few years. 

The 53rd, Ann~ai. ·Dinner .:. The Grosvenor Hotel. 

ooce,again numbers for the dinner were in the sixties, with our new 
Presid,ent, R. BENNETT, in the Chair. An excellent meal was enjoyed by 
all', and then the Toast 'To the School' was made by the President. The 
Headmaster', R. F. de GROOT, responded. 

6th February 1982 - Soccer ~ the School. Committee Meeting. 

We again fielded sides against tbe School - for results see School 
soccer notes. At tbe same time the committee meeting was being held 
with a 60% turn9ut. ' 

20th Mar~h 1982 .:. Spring Dinner at the ~ ~ Hotel, Salisbury. 

We visited the "Red Lion" for the second year running and, using a 
smaller room than the previous year, found things more intimate. With 
the President taking the Chair, we were pleased to have Mr. and Mrs. 
Brian Crowther with us. Numbers, including ladies, were in the 
mid-forties. 

May 1982 :: Golf Society~Meet1ng at Basingstoke G.C. 

The last tournament on this course. was held in mid-May. Attendance 
about normal. We must extend a deep vote of thanks for John S1mpsbn's 
long stint as Hon. Secretary ~f the Golf Society. This was his last 
year as organiser, and he has~- carried this burden since we resurrected 
the tournament after a lapse after the last war. His place will be 
taken by Idris Kirby, 'and future tournaments will be held nearer to 
home, perhaps in the Salisbury area. 

3rd/4th July 1982 :: Cricket, Squash, and Tennis ~ the School. ~ 
service. 

In the absence of a decent Wicket at Scnool, the cricket was played 
on the Town Ground in Coppice Street. We managed to raise 119 for 9 
Wickets, thanks to a 69 from B. M. 'SMITH and 22 from P. CALCOTT, but the 
School found no difficulty in reaching the total'for the loss of one 
wicket. ,-

Squash and tennis were played against the SchOOl over the two days, 
with varying results. There was a so'mewhat better attendance of 
me~bers, including several members who only a few weeks earlier had been 
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actively engage~ i~. the Falkland Isl?nds. ~ Quite .a contrast for them. 

5th July .!2!!l::..!!.:. CROlITlIER, M.A. (Oxon) 

It was with deep regret we heard of the death of 'our former 
Headmaster, so suddenly, and so soon after his retirement. It is 
difficult to put into words his worth and value to the School and to the 
Old Boys Association. After only four years at School he was to 
experience the commencement of a period of some ' fifteen years when the 
future of education in Shaftesbury was in the melting pot. It has been 
twenty years before the changes beIng envisaged have come to fruition. 
In those years he saw the change as being imminent, and then receding 
through economic strictures. During this t'1me the schools in 
Shafteshury were deprived of many things because of the coming (I) 
change. For many of his later yea~s . he suffered from ill health, and it, 
1s a tribute to his strength of character and courage that he carried on 
so long. Boys who passed through his hands from 1958 to 1977 will not 
forget him. and - he will be remembered with affection by many Old 
Sha~tonians who had ~he privilege to meet hi~ 

The funeral of Brian Crowther took place at Thames Ditton. - -at- the 
church where he had been married. Many Old Boys as well as Staff and 
present pupils were able to attend. 

September 1982 = Committee Meeting 

At a well attended meeting, the committee agreed to granti~g Hon. 
Life Membership to G. J. HOUGH, M. J. WEBBER, B. G. BROOKS, F. J. 
ROLFE and Dr~ D. J. STRAWBRIDGE - members of the Staff who, by July 
1983, will have completed between 18 and 25 years at the School. It was 
greeted with unanimous approval. It -looked as though a new Hon. 
Secretary would be found in time for the A.G.H. and a new Hon. Treasurer 
by 1983. ' . 

13th November 1982 - Rugby :!!. ~ ~ 

We were able to field two fifteens t~is year. For details see 
School rugger notes. 

~he 59th ~nual General Meeting 

After tea members repaired to the qhev.Y Chase, Lounge at the 
Grosvenor Hotel for the A.G.M., presided over by the President, R. 
BENNETT 0950).. A larger number than usual attended this meeting. The 
reports from the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer ' were received and 
adopted. 

The e~ection of Officers and Com~ittee followed and re 'sulted as 
follows: 

Pres1den,t: T .A. 
Hon. Treasurer: 
Hon. Secretary: 
Vice President: 

CORDERY (1932) 
T.A. CORDERY 
R.M. CONIBEAR "(1954) 
B.M. SMITH (1969) 
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Hon. Treasurer (Travel Scholarship): A.R. CORBETT (1963) 
12 The Square, Vicarage Farm Road, Peterborough, Cambs. PEl' 5T5 
Telephone: 0733 67622/3 Day . 

0733 266815 Home 

Asst., Hon. Secretary: M.A. WATERS ON (1980) 
Hon. Auditors: Lanham and Francis, High Street, Shaftesbury. 
Committee: Group C (to retire A.G.M. 1985): S.T. BURD .(1974), 
M.J. COLE (1950), I. KIRBY (1955), J:S. MACEY (1977), 
G.N. SILK (1972) 

A vacancy in Group A caused by B.M.SMITH becoming Vice President 
was filled by G.C.J. APPS (1972). 

A report was given on the Salisbury dinner and the Golf Society 
tournament. The existence of the Travel Scholarship was stressed and it 
was hoped younger membe~s would cake advantage of the scheme. There was 
discussion about the future of che' Club after- the new complex came into 
being. It was generally ,felt the Club should continue, although some 
form of amalgamation would be made with the Old Girls and former pupils 
of Christy's Scp,o.ol. The new Hon. Secretary ,would be pursuing this 
point betweenrnow and July 198? 

A presentation of a pewter tankard was made by committee members to 
the retiring Hon. Secretary, T.A. CORDERY, who had served,in that 
capacity since 1965. 

Provisional date for the 60th Annual General Meeting an4 the 55th 
Annual Dinner was fixed as 12th Novemb~r 1983. 

_The 54th Annual Dinner - Grosvenor Hotel 

With the prospect of this being the last dinner for purely "Old 
Grammarians ~e were reasonably assured of a large turnout and in fact 
some 130 members sat down to an excellent meal. This has been bettered 
only by the first dinner after the t39':""!45 war""and was slightl'y ahead of 
the Jubilee. dinner in 1969. The President, T.A. CORDERY (1932), was in 
the Chair -In a room packed to capacity. 

In his address, he stressed how short a time was spent at school by 
members, 'and the linking chain had been the masters over the ,years: 
Ramshaw and. Watmough from the early 1900's to the 1930's, Messrs. vea"le, 
Cole _and ,Scalbert from the 1920's to the 196.0~s and 1970's, a~d latterly 
the Headmaster, F.C. HOPTON, an<~ E.S. BATES from the early 1950's until 
1976 and the prese'nt day; no"t forgetting the Headmasters - Dr. 'C.H. 
TOVEY and RoB. MINCHIN, the founders of the Club, J.A. BRETT, B.CROWTHER 
and A.R.D. WICKSON. He paid tribute to Brian Crowther, who had so 
tragical~y died -in July, but at least we had Roger Wickson present. The 
Headmaster, F.C. HOPTON, responded and carried on the theme, asking for 
memories from members for inclusion in the bumper final magazine to be 
published In mid-1983. E.S. BATES proposed the toast to the Club, with 
a speech littered with many anecdotes from his time at School. D.I. 
ROSS (1947) replied for the Club. M.C.W. JOHNSON '(1925), a former 
PreSident, proposed the toast to absent friends. 
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A thoroughly enjoyable evening was had by members, wh~ covered the 
years at School from 1912 to 1982 and it was the best year _ for 
attendance by younger members. especially of the last five y_ears. 
Guests for th~ evening included the Headmaster, B.S. BATES. L.J. COLE, 
G. SCALBERT, together with the five masters who had been made Hon. Life 
Members of the Club. G.'HOUGH. M.J. WEBBER. B.G. BROOKS. P.J. ROLFE and 
Dr. D.J. STRAWBRIDGE. plus the Head of the School. J. COX. and the 
SenIor Boarder prefect, S. LANCASTER. 

5th February ~.:. Soccer .!. The School Committee Meetings 

We fielded only one XI against the SCQ~ol and a hard fought match 
resulted in a 5-5 draw. 

The c~mmlttee meeting was held with a-good attendance. The new 
Hon. Secretary was able to produce a computerised list of all Il!embers. 
As Hon. Secretary for the past eighteen years I must con~es8 this, was 
most welcome and emphasises the fact I should have been replaced some 
time ago. R.M.CONIBEAR aI-so gave his plans for the meetings of sub­
committees of the Old Girls, Cbristy's former pupils and this Club. It 
was intimated that P.G. ROSS (1949) would be prepared to take ovei _the 
Hon. Treasurer's post in July. It was felt that a committee meeting 
might be necessary before the normal September one. The President, Hon. 
Secretary and Vice President would make up a sub-coiIlD.lttee to meet the 
other bodies in the jormation of an enlarged Former Pupils Club. 

The Jubilee Travel Scholarship ~ Fund 

The award was not made in 1981/2 as the membe,r applying wi~hed to 
go to the Argenti~e J' 

Attention is drawn to a1'l members of the existence of this 
schol'arsli1p. I.t is open to all Sixth Formers leaving. as well as, those 
who leave in the Fifth, through to Old Boys of 24-25 years of age, who 
wish to travel abroad in order to further their educational pursuits. 
Application must be m~de to the Headmaster, which he presents to the 
Tru~te~s. Such applications must be as detailed as po_ssible. Upon 
re~urn to this country, awardees must make a comprehensive report, 
containing a written section,and supported by newspaper cuttings, 
photographs, maps etc., relevant to the journey made - all of which to 
be forwarded to the Headmaster as soon as possible after return. 

Reports of previous Old Boys who have been abroad are-available for 
study on application to the Headmaster. 

The appeals made !2!:.!h!. School Library, the School Chapel, the Travel 
Scholarship, the Prize Giving ~ 

Both the Headmaster, F.C.HOPTON, and the Headmaster deSignate, 
R.F. de GROOT, have expressed sincere thanks to those members who, over 
the past year and a half, have ,contributed-to the funds. Under the 
present recession and subsequent cuts, these gifts are most welcome. 
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OLD SlIASTONIAN £1!!!!. NEWS 

A.D. REINECKE (1976) has gained his BSc. (1st Class Hons) in engineering 
and is with Perkins of Peterborough. Capt. A.J. TREVIS (1972) is in 
Northern Ireland - South Armagh - for his tlllrd tour of duty in the 
province. . T. COATS -(1976) has been visiting New Zealand over the past 
year. M.S. WALBY (1977) also had a spell in New Zealand last year. 
G. ROBSON(I969) was seen on a T.V. programme about the Falkland Islands 
- this was pre-South Atlantic campaign. He was In Port Stanley 
throughout the campaign and we have since heard from him. N.M. 
HUMPHRIES (.1953), incidentally·, is also in the South Atlantic, also 
'teaching, at Trlstan da Cunha. It was on this island that Dr. K. 
FAWCETT (1936) was the one time M.O. 

E.R. WALMSLEY (1958) has also been seen on T.V. by name, as the designer 
of 'Blake's Seven' and some episodes of fBergerac'. P. RUSSILL (1972), 
organist at the Oratory, acted in that capacity at ~embley Stadium upon 
the occasion of the Pope's visit. J.D. ALBARRAN (1976) is at Portsmouth 
Hospital, where he is now fully trained" for renal nursing. D.R. 
STEPHENSON (1965) is with the National Coal Board in Swansea. G. BINGHAM 
(1978) 'has r'eturned from his one year 'at Amsterdam University, and is 
back at Hull University. P.C. WOODLEY (1960) is now- Assistant Manager 
at the ·Midland Bank, Weymouth. R.J. HALL (1970) has been out of the 
country for some time, firstly in Australia and then in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. ' 

W.R. GROVE (1927), who emigrated to Australia in 1927, paid his 
first viSit to the U.K. in' July, 'since his leaving. He lived next door 
but one to the President and a nostalgic evening was spent together - 55 
years' absence is rather a long time. E.J. BATEMAN (193-0) is now living 
in Worthing, and paid a visit to Shaftesbury in 1982. G.C.J. APPS 
(1972) has been promoted to Sergeant in the Hampshire Constabulary. 
Lt. Col. C.R. DICKINSON, C.M.G. (1923), a former Postmaster General in 
Rhodesia, left that c'ountry in 1979 and' has now settled in Florida. We 
had not realised he was such an authority on orchids, as he has judged 
at the last three world· conferences, hel:d in:, Frankfurt; Bangkok and 
Durban. The next one will, fortunately, be he'ld in Miami. His brother, 
also C.R. DICKINSON (1924), who worked for the World Bank, has also 
retired and 'Is living on Sanbal Island, off the Florida coast~ 

We have had news of W.H. WOODWARD (1960), who is with the Army in 
Germany.' Congratulations to Capt. S.D. MAWDSLEY (1972)qn his marriage 
in August, attended by Mrs. Crowther, M. GOODCHILD, S. LILLEY and M. 
SEARLE ,(all 1972). He has also passed his Staff College exam. The 
President had a long telephone conversation with_A.L. FILLEY (1911), who 
at 86 is one of our oldest members. He is, unfortunately, a registered 
blind person, but otherwise, according to him - 'very active, without an, 
ache or pain'. A reunion on a'NATO exercise in Las Vegas, when Air 
Cdre. E.H. MACEY (1953), Wing Commander E.R. COX (1957) and· Sdn. Ldr. 
G.P. YOUNG (1957) met together. . 

A.J. MILLER (1955) is now wi.th Wess,ex Taverns (part of the Chef &. 
Brewer Ltd~, Grand Metropolitan Hotels Ltd.) Sdn. Ldr. K.C.B. FIELD 
(1939) retired from the force in November. He missed the dinner and was 
in, fact en route for Melbourne for a reunion dinner with his old war 
time squadron. Welcome visit from Capt. A. WHITLEY, R.E. (1971) - on a 
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time squadron. We"tcome visit from Cap·c...-A."mn.TLBY, R.E. (971) - on a 
course at Warminster prior to joining the Command.os. "M.S. JOHN STONE 
(1974) is with the Shell Co. in Holland. S.J. HAS SETT (1957) fs now 
treasurer with the Torbay District Council. Dr. N.R. DORNING (1956) is 
in private dental practice in o.orth "New South Wales, just south of the 
Queensland border. The Rev. I.H.S. STRATTON'(1945) spent a holid!'y in 
Canada, staying with F. CLIFF' (1945), .and was able to speak on the phone 
to H.R. JOWETT (1944). 

I.R. INGREY-COUNTER (1963) is with the PubHc Health Laboratory 
Service at Porton Down. R.N. MILLER (1949) has now relinquished his 
position of M.F.H. with the Portman.Hunt. J.B.M. EVANS (1957) is still 
engaged in the,cotton textile industry; ,based in the Liverpool office of 
a Swiss company, which keeps him out of the country for two thirds of 
the year. F • . CLIFF (1945) is now on a -two-year assignment as site 
manager of Cat Arm Hydro project in Newfoundland. Capt. A.J. TRBVIS 
(1973) keeps moving - he has left Ulster, and 'missed the dinner as he 
was in Kenya. R.C. SMITH (1921) visited'Shaftesbury in late 1982. 

Falkland Islands 

As already mentioned, G. ROBSON (1969) was in the islands 
throughout the campaign. J.F. HOPKINS (1973) was a member of the Task 
Force and was a helicopter pilot ferrying supplies from ship to shore in 
San Carlos Bay. T.S. FINDING (1974) was on H.M.S •. Endurance and was 
with the fleet around South Georgia 'and the Falkland ,Islands. ' 
W.M. WALWORTH (1967) was also in the' South Atlantic, with the R.F.A. 
M;R. PEPPER (1972) was also piloting helicopters during the campaign. 
R.T. MILTON (1976) left in August for the Falklands, attached to an R.A. 
Regiment. S.H. BRALEY (1975) returned .from the Falklands in mid 
January, where he saw service with the R.A.F., servicing Chinook 
helicopters. G.P. YOUNG (1957) flew a Hercules to and from the 
Falklands. ' 

T.S. FINDING received a C. in C.'s Commendation for his part in the 
campaign. 

We offer congratulations to members who have tied the knot:~ 
C.S. BYF0Rp (1966); ·Capt. S.D. MAWDSLEY (1972); S. WAGSTAPF (1981). 

It is with deep regret we report the names. of members who have 
passed away in the past eighteen months. 

R.J. ARKELL (1925-30), B.D. AYLWIN' (1926-32) 
P.G.H. BARTER (1916-23) R.K. BRETT (1923-26) 
F.L. BRIDLE. {1931-36) A.P. BATHURST-BROWN (1926-33) 
N. BROWN ,(1977-81) S.T.J. BURR (1924-30)' 
Lt.Col. R.A. BRENNON (1929-30) A.T. DOGGRELL (1919-20) 
F.S. FISHLOCK (1916-18) F •. HODDINOTT (1920-24) 
F.J. HUNT (1924-29) J.R. LAWRENCE.: (1928-35) 
R. LIGHT (1923-29) A,J. MARTIN. (1936-41) 
F.E. PICKFORD (1908-11) F.R.G.S. SPINNEY (1934-39) 
A.D. SUMMERS· (1923-26) E.G. TAYLOR (1914-19) 
A.F. TINKLER (1922-23) K.H. TUCKER (1918-24) 
J.B. WALKER (1911-14) R.J. WALKER (1911-14) 
F.G.B.YOUNG (1925-30) V.J. ADAMS (1924-28) 

To all their famili~s we extend our deepest sympathy. 
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F.e. HOPTON D.F.C. 
G.J.HOUGH 

9 Haimes'Lane, Shaftesbury 
14 Butts Mead, Lowcr'Blandford Road, 'Shafteshury 
Heathflelds Way; 'Littledown., Shaftest)ury M.'J. WEBBER 

'B.G. BROOKS 
P.J. ROLFE 

3S Lower Blandford Road. Shafteshury 

Dr. D.J. 'STRAWBRIDGE 
12 Butts Mead, Lower Blandford.Road, Shaftesbury 
ILongthorns', Hawkco~be Lane, Compton Ahbas, 

D·J·~MtJt~ 

N.J. BASFORD 
BoH. DENCHFIELD 
M.D. ALLEN 

C.I. NORMAN' 

D.J. WINeKLE 
M.A. BLACKHAM 
A. HARRIS 

M. RUTTER 

I.J. LISHMAN 

D".P. ,CLEWS 
L.F. VAUGHAN 
N.C. JOPSON 
A. RUTTER 
F.J.HOPKINS 

C.T. SQUIRE 
K. N. ED!'lARDS 

R.M. AXTON 
M. -KELSON 
M. LANHAM 
R. WILL lAMS 

A.S. JONES 

M. BRINE 
K. SYMONS 
M.A. SUtTON 

D.B. SILVEY 
P. RILEY 

J .M. BRErr 
C.J. LAING 

L.A. TEMPLEHAN 
J.D. PERRY 

L. SYMONS 
A.R.· CUNNINGHAM 
L.J. FANNER 
D. WAlKER 

J .A. SELWOOD 
W.M. WALWORTH 

Shaftesbury 

(1974-81) : 

(1978-81) : 
(1975-81): 
(1974-81): 

(1974-81): 

(1975-81) : 
(1974-81) : 

(1974-81): 

(1977-81): 

(1974-81): 

(1974-81): 
(1974-81) : 
(1964-70): 
(1974-81) : 
(1974-81): 

(1977-81) : 
(1967-72) : 

(1977-82): 
(1977-82) : 
(1977-82) : 
(1977-82): 

(1977-82): 

(1977-82) : 
(1977-82) : 
(1976-82) : 

(1975-82): 
(1977-82) : 

(1979-82) : 
(1975-82) : 

(1932-37): 
(1975-82) : 

(1975-82):. 
(1975-82) : 
(1975-82) : 
(1977-82) : 

(1975-82): 
(1962-67): 

Lower Breach Fa~, West Orchard, 
Shaftesbury 
8 Lincoln Road, Metherlngha=, Lincs. LN4 3EF 
1 Westminster Close, Littledown. Shaftesbury' 
Westfield House, Punchknowle, Dorchester, 
Dorset . 
'Larks Rise'. Bcsselis, Shroton. Blandford 
Fortu:l. Dorset 
'Trunnions', Alvediston, Salisbury, Wilts 
37 Warminster Road, Westbury. Wilts 
6 Terra Nova, Kirland, Quebec H9J IM7, 
Canada 
Edge House, Preston Hill, Iwerne Minster, 
Blandford Forum, Dorset 
Old School House, School Road, Gillinghac, 
Dorset SP8 4QA 
18 Maple Wa~" Gillingham, ~rset 
3 The Knapp. Enmore Green, Shaftesbury 
15 Avenue Road, Weymouth, DOrset 
'Cottage Green', Se. James, Shaftesbury 
Burnside, Duck Lane, Earford St. Martin, 
Salisbury. Wilts 
3 Great L~ne, Shaftesbury 
-10 Whitewood Cottage, Tatsfield, 
Wcsterh8m, ,Kent TN16 2BA 
Yeatmans Close, Encore Green, Shaftesbury 
3 Rufford Drive. Binghac, Notts NGl3 8RH 
31 Dundas Road, Canford Heath, Poole, Dorset 
'Waunwen', ~aendYI Cowbridge, Glamorgan, 

Wales ' 
Potte~e Fare, Three Legged Cross, Wiaborne, 
Dorset 
19 Glyn Place, East Melbury, Shaftesbury 
203 Greenbank Road, Darlington, Co Durha~ 
13 Albany Terrace, Leacingcon- Spa, 
Warwickshire 
29 St. James Street, ~haftesbury 
76,Oakleigh Road North. Whp.tstone. London 

N20 9EL 
S~otts Farmhouse, East Orchard, Shaftesbury 
Long Close, ' Child Okeford, Blandford Forum, 
Dorset 
13 Beatty Road, Bournccouth, Dorset 
BI~ck Venn Farm, Ea~t Stour, Gillingham, 
Dorset .. 
203'Cunninghac Road, Darlington, Co Durhac 
Myrtle Farm, Guys ~rsh, Shafcesbury 
3 Chantry Road, WiltoD, Salisbury, Wilts 
41 Monmou,th Road, Buverton, Llantwit Major, 
South Glacorgan, Wales CF6 9GS 
5 Wc_stminster Closc, Shaftcsbury) Dorset 
Jun-c Cottage, Mere, Waminscer, Wilts 
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